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An Note from Fr. William - 

 

My dear Sisters and Brothers, 

 

The Lord has risen! Alleluia! His resurrection is not 

just good news - it’s great news! The raising of Jesus 

from the dead is the greatest news of all time as it 

embraces and includes all interests and yearnings of 

women and men and it’s not conditioned by space and 

time, culture and country. Indeed, Christ’s 

resurrection is the only news that is of lasting 

importance to the human race. The joy and salvation 

of the Risen Christ is offered to all and is available for 

all of time.  

 

To maintain its interest, to truly live and experience 

what the resurrection means, is now up to us. The 

early Christians carried out this mission in their time, 

their language and their society. It’s now up to us to 

continue that mission in our time, our language and 

our society. This continuance is no mere repetition of 

what they said and did. In all simplicity, humility and 

due proportion in persons and in time, it needs to be a 

personal experience in our time and setting. The crux 

of the message is the same: it is the meeting in faith 

with the living Christ, the direct and intimate, tender 

and loving encounter with the Risen Lord.  The 

details may vary depending on the multiplicity of 

persons and the variety of the grace of God.  

 

Has this encounter with the Risen Lord become a 

reality in your life, light in your conduct and 

experience in your prayer? Does our belief in the 

Risen Lord serve as the motivation to live as 

community? Can we share the light of Easter to 

eliminate alienation and oppression? Are we being an 

Easter people? 

 

When proclaiming the Resurrection of Jesus, do we 

merely quote what was quoted by those to whom it 

also had been quoted? Or are we expressing what we 

have experienced and telling people what we have 

tasted? What’s your experience of the Risen One? 

And how will you share that Easter message? What 

does it mean to live as an Easter people? Let’s 

continue this dialogue in the coming week too. 

Easter blessings!  

 

Fr. William Rosario  

 

Parochial Administrator 

St. Augustine’s Church, Oakland CA 

  

With grateful hearts, the people of the 
Diocese of Oakland will gather for a 
Mass of Thanksgiving for Pope 
Francis  
this Wednesday, April 17

th
, 7:00 p.m. 

at The Cathedral of Christ the Light 

(2121 Harrison St., Oakland)   

Archbishop Alex J. Brunett, Presiding 

www.oakdiocese.org/mass-of-thanksgiving-for-pope-francis 
 

New member lunch:  Anyone who has registered at  

St. Augustine since January, 2013, is invited by Fr. William and 

Karen to a Newcomer’s Lunch on Sunday, April 21
st
,   noon, in 

the Rectory.  Members of the pastoral and finance councils and 

their children, and our staff will be there.  Come meet other 

newcomers to the parish, share your own impressions and hopes, 

and hear about the parish from our leadership.  RSVP to Karen 

after Easter.  

 

Oakland Elizabeth House, “Where Hope Lives,” Benefit 

Luncheon and Auction:  On Thursday, April 25
th

, 2013, Oakland 

Elizabeth House will host their biggest fundraiser of the year—the 

22
nd

 Annual Benefit Luncheon at the Claremont Country Club 

(10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.).   

Event proceeds help shelter and support women and children in 

times of crisis for up to 18 months as they strive for positive, 

independent living.  The day includes welcome reception, 

boutique, silent and live auctions, and lunch.  Special guest 

speaker, KQED Reporter Rachael Myrow will provide opening 

remarks, and a current E-House resident will share her personal 

story.  Reserve your seat now--this event sells out!  Register or 

donate online at oakehouse.org/events ($75/ticket).  For more 

information, contact co-chairs Lori Adams at (510) 547-0498 or 

Julia Lennon (510) 763-5630.  The families of E-House sincerely 

thank you—your support gives them hope for a better life. 

 

Earth Day, Monday, April 22
nd

,  2013 - After his initial acts of 

simplicity and openness, Pope Francis spoke to stewardship of the 

Catholic Church. "Please," he implored the tens of thousands, 

both poor and powerful, gathered outside St. Peter's Basilica. "Let 

us be protectors of creation, protectors of God's plan inscribed in 

nature, protectors of one another, and of the environment."  April 

is the month we are all reminded about critical environmental 

issues. It is an especially good time to teach our children the 

importance of care of the earth.  Watch programs on the subject, 

attend events, and visit a waste dump to show how our daily 

practices are destroying the earth. Participate in tree planting or 

habitat preservation to make real the need to reverse 

environmental abuses. (Good for Alameda County, California for 

voting to curtail the use of plastic bags!).  Exercise care through 

action. “We have not inherited the earth from our fathers; we are 

borrowing it from our children.”   Native American Saying 

 

Bible study resumes:   We'll read through the Book of Acts over 

the Easter season in five session continuing this Monday, April 

8
th

.  Please join us in the church vestibule 2:00 p.m., Mondays, or 

at 7:00 p.m., Tuesdays for ninety-minute discussions.  Whether 

you're new to reading scripture or versed in Latin and Greek, 

you're called to discipleship! Through prayer and study, we'll 

consider how Acts depicts continual conversion in the Spirit. 

Contact Nathanial st.augustine.bible.study@gmail.com 

 

 

 

http://www.oakdiocese.org/mass-of-thanksgiving-for-pope-francis
mailto:st.augustine.bible.study@gmail.com
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PPaarriisshh  SStteewwaarrddsshhiipp  
Offering for April 7

th
 - $3,790.00 (includes EFT)  

Easter Collection - $17,585.00 (budgeted for Easter - $10,000) 

Special Collection, St. Vincent de Paul Society - $1,793.00 
EFT DRIVE UPDATE:  We are at 80% of our goal to increase electronic 

Funds transfer (EFT) donations. 

 Look for forms on the table in the vestibule of the church.    

Next week’s needs:  St. Vincent de Paul Society 

Canned and packaged goods 
    

      SECOND COLLECTION TODAY:  Your 

donation to the Collection for the Church in 

Central and Easter Europe provides support 

for basic pastoral programs, scholarships for 

students who will return to serve their local 

churches, and help to build parishioners to 

restore the Church – and build the future of the 

Church – in Central and Eastern Europe. 

www.usccb.org/ 
 

 

Ministry Sign-up Weekend 
Pentecost weekend is May 18

th
 and 19

th -
 On the feast of the 

coming of the Spirit, we will offer the opportunity for new 

members of the parish to join ministries, and existing 

ministers to consider whether they would like to stay in their 

current role, or experience something new.  It takes many 

hands and diverse talents to create a community like St. 

Augustine.  Please look over the list of ministries in the 

enclosed flier, and consider what you might have to offer.   
 

 

In our prayers we remember: 
Those who are ill:  Juanita Estrelles, Samuel Shafer, Marilynn 

LaPlaca, Arthur J. Jacob, Carol Mark, Rose Knapp, Anne Wikander, 

Theresa Allevato, Dexter Hinson, Ginny Jones, Virginia Nelson, Sean 

DeLargy, Eileen Fazio, Angel Marquez, Jim Riley, Mary Anne Kolanoski, 
Marilyn Johnson, Nancy Jordan, Mary Rogan, Madeline Shannon, Russ 

Owens,  Darryl Knapp, Florencia Tuaumu, Steven Tuaumu, Delia Garcia, 

Jessica Diaz, Charles Rae, James Kincaid, Joan Pieri, Warren Arnhart, 
David Toda, Jerry Coakley, John Meadows, Sheila Convery, George Shaw, 

John Ireland, Victor Self,Matt Mercier, Ryan Thomson,  Albert Donabedian, 

Laura Josesph,Richard Reis, Scott Simoni, Gina Ryan, Don and Nancy 
Miller,Caroline Lei-Lanilau, and Maria Teresa Cordova, 

Peter Peletier, and Sheldon Chaff, 

Those who have died:  Moira Dawson, Quinn Boyer, Geraldine 

Scriven, Fr. Richard McCafferty, S.J., Maria Silva, Cathy DaValle, 
Stephanie Meadows, Franco Petri, Mariano T. Domaguing,  

Edward Jason Mitchell,Bud Nolan, Larry Deal, Madeline DeLucchi, 

Luvenia Brown, Richard D’Andrea, Olivia Freitas, Lillian Sharkey, Joan 
Scanlon, Jacqueline Harrison, Marion Gregory, Gladys DeLargy, Silas Ellis, 

Clem Klaiss, Alan DaValle, Henri Eblé, John F. Richardi, Sr., Eugene Daly, 

Edwin Baes, Leonor Nunez Gardner, Paulina Pestl, Nathaniel Ottoboni, 
Elizabeth Smart, Tom Agar,Mary Service, Michael Wyatt, Jackie Melchior, 

Mario Grospe, Vince Nicora, Ita Sequeira, Edward Wiesner, Josephine 
Chegia, John LeSane, Delores Paige, Richard Stockman,  Val Arnsdorf, 

Cathy Howard, Magdalena Mendoza,  Matthew Chin, John Allevato, Flora 

Domingues, Archie Klaiss, Evelyn Dobert, Antonio Torres, Valda Verett, 
Michael Fong,   Patty Stockman, Audrey Dutton,,  Quinn van Bergen,  Russell 

Wikander, Sr.,  Edna Baltrus, Tay Tabeson, Jude Solorio, Jackie Hayes, 

Catherine  Mulloy, Margaret Drago, Tyronta Mickens,  Kiante Tay 
Campbell, Felipe Gutterriez Jr., Bob Hazen, Juana Booth,  

and Kenneth Cherry, Jr. 
 

Parish Office Hours 
Mon – Fri:  9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.,  

1:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.   

(Closed on weekends and holidays) 

Emergency Phone:  1 -51 0 -5 5 7 -83 8 4  

 For medical emergencies outside normal office hours. 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
Saturday, April 13

th
, 2012 - 5:00 p.m. 

Helen Prara (+) 
 

Sunday, April 14
th

, 2013 - 8:00 a.m. 

Parishioners and Benefactors 
 

Sunday, April 14th,  2013 – 10:30 a.m. 

Joseph P. McWalters, Jr.  
 

  

AAsslleeeepp  iinn  CChhrriisstt  
 

  Till we meet again… 
 

 Sophia Torrence             
June 24, 2000-March 30, 2013  
 
Sophia died on the afternoon of 
Holy Saturday.  For most of her 
life, she struggled with a severely 
disabling physical condition which confined her to a wheel 
chair and left her unable to walk, use her hands or speak.  
You might have seen her at Mass sitting in her wheel chair 
in the back of the church with her family.  But those 
restrictions, though the most obvious thing at first 
glance, did not define who she was.  Despite her significant 
physical limitations, she had a very active mind, gave a 
great amount of love, and was full of joy.   She had a 
playful sense of humor, and an extensive imagination.  She 
loved to plan parties and sleepovers with her friends and 
family.  She loved going to school at the Avalon Academy in 
Burlingame, even though it involved an hour commute in 
each direction.  
  
One of the most remarkable things about Sophia was her 
ability to express her love of life and her joy to other 
people.   She loved to be held by her mom, Celia 
McGuinness, her step-mom, Chris Hyre, her nurses and her 
family.  She was extremely affectionate.  Her warm smile 
touched friends and strangers alike.  Neither Sophia nor her 
family and caregivers ever allowed her disability to limit her 
ability to love or be loved.  The result was a generous and 
well lived life. 
  
She was often in pain during her final months, but 
complained very little.  When she died, she was being held 
by her mother, and surrounded by her family.  Her funeral 
Mass was a true celebration of her life, and brought 
together a church full of the people whose lives she 
touched.  The family is extremely grateful to the St. 
Augustine's community for the gift of her funeral Mass. 
 
 Sophia is survived and missed by her parents, Francis 
Torrence and Celia McGuinness, her brother Xavier, and her 
twin sister, Isabel.  

http://www.usccb.org/

