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Saint Augustine Catholic Church 

400 Alcatraz Avenue, Oakland, California  
www.staugustineoakland.com                                                            Office phone number (510) 653-8631 

     

 
Happy New Year 

 

We had a good celebration of Christmas and the feast of the Holy Family. 

These are moments given to us by Holy Mother Church to experience and 

relive the mysteries of our religion. As we thank God for the many blessings, 

we also thank all the people who helped to make our celebration truly beautiful. 

Thank you. 
 

New Year, 2015, has been ushered in. It is an opportunity for us to recommit 

our lives to God and one another, yet in a new way. Caught up in the hustle and 

bustle of our daily lives one might forget to refocus oneôs life and set priorities 

right. Take time to look back at our lives and thank God and people for the 

many blessingsécount your blessings. 
 

Someone once suggested a little exercise. Take a sheet of paper and write down 

ten blessings you have received; then, write adjacent to them ten hurts you have 

received. Maybe there is something that will spring a surprise at you! In case 

you are surprised, you might share it with someone. 
 

Jubilee: For me personally, the year 2015 has great significance. It is the 

twenty fifth anniversary of my priestly ordination. I was ordained a priest on 

January 2nd1990. In spite of hurts, disappointments, sins, failings and what-not 

I consider them as wonderful years of grace, love, growth, learning and 

ministry. It is a time of thanksgiving to God and all the people who helped me 

in my faith journey. 
 

Most of my priestly ministry was in teaching. Docet (he taught) in Latin quite 

applies to me. About 15 years of my priestly ministry was spent teaching 

philosophy (both western and Indian) educational psychology and theories of 

education. I was a student at University of San Francisco for four years and 

obtained a Doctorate in Education. Then I had the privilege of establishing a 

credentialing college for teachers in the mission where I worked. The college 

graduates about 100 teachers every year who are eligible to teach in high 

schools. 
 

Probably the highlight of my priestly ministry was working as a full-time 

missionary in the state of Arunachal Pradesh in India. I had the opportunity to 

visit many villages on foot, at times walking 7 to 8 hours a day to bring the 

ñjoy of the Gospelò to the people living there. I have baptized hundreds of 

people during these visits. The simplicity of life without all our modern 

amenities is a unique encounter which is hard to fathom. Living in the womb of 

nature, one might stumble upon the Master Architect and Designer. ñGrace 

builds upon nature.ò I was allowed to work there for just one year. 
 

Maybe it is unfair to talk too much about oneself! I will be leaving on January 

14th to celebrate my jubilee with my parents and siblings in India. I will be 

returning by January 30th.  
 

My parents are both advanced in years; my dad is quite confined to bed. In 

your charity pray for them and for the jubilee. May the light of Christ dispel all 

darkness and ómay the Lordôs countenance shine upon usô! 
 

Marian Pilgrimage: it is a great opportunity to visit the Marian Shrines of 

Europe. Please find information in our bulletin. 

 

Father Augustine 
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St. Augustine Parish Office 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 

Phone: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

www.staugustineoakland.com 

saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 

Emergency Cell number (510) 653-8631 ext 100 

 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 

Parochial Administrator, ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 

 

Rebeccah Pelle, Liturgy, ext 102 

rebeccah.pelle@gmail.com 

 

Jenny Girard Malley, Faith Formation Coordinator, 

ext. 105 

JennySACC@gmail.com 

 

Paul McWilliams, Director, Music Ministries, ext 104 

pmcwilliams@usfca.edu 

 

Jen Owens, RCIA and Inquiry, ext 103 

jen.owens9@gmail.com  

 

Linda Prara-Jenkins, Office Manager, ext 101 

staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 
 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 
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Please join members of the Prayer Tree  
 

To pray ñRosary for Peaceò on the 1
st
 Sundays of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on 

following days in 2015:  January 4, February 1, March 1, April 12, May 3, June 7, July 5, August 2, 

September 6, October 4, November 1, and December 6. 

 

Kindly keep the following parishioners in your prayers 

as they have been placed in Hospice care: Hortense Atkins and 

Marilyn La Placa.   
 
 

Please remember in your prayers those who are ill:  

Patty Wiesner, Lexi Venema, Mary Flynn, Tom Hayes, 

Russell Wikander, Alice Atkinson, Rose Knapp, 

Stephanie Sauder-Andrade, Rose Domaguing, Madeleine 

Shannon, Matilda Maes, Mary Pavao, Claudia Johnson, 

Carmon Woodyard.  
 

And those who have died:  

George Shaw, Cora Jose, Jeanne Harold Boxley, Kay Irwin, 

Timothy Michael Solovieff, Toby Burditt, Juanita Morris  and 

Kristina Velarde. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK  
 

Saturday, January 3
rd
, 2015, 5:00 p.m. 

Linda Prara -Jenkins (-) 
Sunday, January 4

th
, 2015 8 a.m. 

Parishioners and Benefactors 
Sunday, January 4

th
, 2015, 10:30 a.m. 

Hank Stockman (-) 
Sunday, January 4

th
, 2015, 6:00 p.m. 

Parishioners and Benefactors 
Stewardship ï Weekly Offering 

December 25, 2014: $8,381.50 (does not include EFT) 

 

There will be no  Bible Study this Sunday, 

January 4, 2015, but it will resume on Sunday, 

January 11, 2015, after the 10:30 AM Mass in the 

Rectory dining room. 

All are welcome.  Please bring your Holy Bible, a 

pen and note pad. 

In the Powerful Name of Jesus. 

Fr. Freddie Thomas 

 

Weekly Worship Schedule 

Saturday Vigil 

5:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday Eucharist 

8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 6:00 p.m. 

 

Weekday Eucharist  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

8:30 a.m. 

 

Communion Service  

Wednesday 8:30 a.m. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday 4 p.m. 
 

INTO GREAT LOVE: CENTERING IN SILENCE - A YOUNG ADULT RETREAT  

Are you a young adult (22-40 years old) ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǉǳƛŜǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ŎƘŀƻǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƛǎŜΚ  Do you desire healing, a 

re-connection with God and others, or time to remember that you are beloved?  Give yourself the gift of this silent 

retreat at the Jesuit Retreat Center in Los Altos (January 9-11, 2015).  Spend time with seekers like yourself journeying 

ƛƴǘƻ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴΦ  For more information visit http://www.jrclosaltos.org or call 650-

917-4000. 

 

 

Mission Statement 
We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world. 

 

http://www.staugustineoakland.com/
http://www.staugustineoakland.com/
mailto:saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
mailto:jhgilman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jen.owens9@gmail.com
mailto:raiderjenkins@att.net
http://www.jrclosaltos.org/retreats/register/
http://www.jrclosaltos.org/retreats/register/
http://www.jrclosaltos.org/retreats/register/
tel:650-917-4000
tel:650-917-4000
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