
Recognizing  Jesus 

From the pastor 

St. Augustine Catholic Church The Epiphany of the Lord January 8th, 2017 

On a cold morning, three people were 

having a breakfast discussion. Soon two 

of them were engaged in a heated debate 

comparing their religions to decide which 

one was the true religion. John, the oldest 

among them, sat quietly listening to the 

debate. Suddenly the two turned to him 

and asked, “What do you think John? Which religion is 

the right one?” John rubbed his white beard and said 

thoughtfully, “Well, you know there are three ways to get 

from here to a restaurant in San Francisco: car, BART, 

and ferry. But you know, when you get there, the waitress 

doesn’t ask you how you came. All she asks is, ‘What 

would you like to eat?’” 

In the stories of Jesus’ birth, two special groups of 

people came to visit the new-born babe: the shepherds 

and the magi. The church has no special feast to com-

memorate the visit of the shepherds but we have this spe-

cial feast of Epiphany today to celebrate the visit of the 

magi. Why is that? It is because the visit of the magi is an 

eye-opener. The shepherds learned of the birth of Jesus 

through a direct revelation from angels appearing in the 

midnight sky. This is a direct and supernatural revelation. 

Many of us have no problem with that. The magi, on the 

other hand, learned of the birth of Jesus by observing a 

star. The star did not say anything to them. They had to 

interpret this natural sign of the star to know what it 

meant and where it led. If we remember that the   three 

wise men (magi) were nature worshippers, people who 

divined God’s will by reading the movements of the stars 

and other heavenly bodies, then we can see how the visit 

of the magi challenges some of our popular beliefs. 
Notice how people of different religious traditions 

came to know that the Son of God was born. The shep-

herds who were regarded as unclean and could not take 

part in Temple worship without undergoing purification 

came to know through a direct vision of angels. The magi 

knew through a reading of the stars. And King Herod’s 

scribes came to know through searching the scriptures. 

Visions, stars, scriptures -- different ways of arriving at 

the same truth. Of course this does not mean that any reli-

gious tradition is just as good as the other. Notice how 
Matthew indicates that when the guiding star got to Jeru-

salem its light failed and the magi had to consult the 

scriptures to direct them to Bethlehem. Over and above 

the natural light of the star the magi still needed the su-

pernatural light of scripture to finally get to Jesus. 

National Migration Week:  
January 8—17, 2017 

For nearly a half century, the Catholic Church in the 

United States has celebrated National Migration Week, 

which is an opportunity for the Church to reflect on the 

circumstances confronting migrants, including immi-

grants, refugees, children, and victims and survivors of 

human trafficking. The theme for National Migration 

Week 2017 draws attention to Pope Francis' call to create 

a culture of encounter, and in doing so to look beyond our 

own needs and wants to those of others around us. As the 

Holy Father said, “Why? Because faith is an encounter 

with Jesus, and we must do what Jesus does: encounter 

others."        
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Elizabeth became interested in the Catholic Faith and, over a 

period of months, her Italian friends guided her in Catholic in-

struction. 

Elizabeth's desire for the Bread of Life was to be a strong 

force leading her to the Catholic Church. 

Having lost her mother at an early age, Elizabeth felt great 

comfort in the idea that the Blessed Virgin was truly her 

mother. She asked the Blessed Virgin to guide her to the True 

Faith and officially joined the Catholic Church in 1805. 

At the suggestion of the president of St. Mary's College in 

Baltimore, Maryland, Elizabeth started a school in that city. 

The school had originally been secular but once news of her 

entrance to Catholicism spread, several girls were removed 

from her school. It was then Seton, and two other young 

women who helped her in her work, began plans for a Sis-

terhood. They established the first free Catholic school in 

America. When the young community adopted their rule, 

they made provisions for Elizabeth to continue raising her 

children. 

On March 25, 1809, Elizabeth Seton pronounced her 

vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience, binding for one 

year. From that time she was called Mother Seton. 

Although Mother Seton became afflicted with tuberculo-

sis, she continued to guide her children. The Rule of the Sis-

terhood was formally ratified in 1812. It was based upon the 

Rule St. Vincent de Paul had written for his Daughters of 

Charity in France. By 1818, in addition to their first school, 

the sisters had established two orphanages and another 

school. Today, six groups of sisters can trace their origins to 

Mother Seton's initial foundation. 

Mother Seton died in 1821 at the age of 46, only sixteen 

years after becoming a Catholic. She was beatified by Pope 

John XXIII on March 17, 1963 and was canonized on Sep-

tember 14, 1975 by Pope Paul VI. 
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“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 

Father Augustine 

Prayer for Migrants  
Merciful  and Heavenly Father, We beseech you, open 

our hearts so that we may provide hospitality and refuge to 

migrants who are lonely, afraid, and far from their homes. 

Give us the courage to welcome every stranger as Christ in 

our midst, to invite them into our communities as a demon-

stration of Christ’s love for us. We pray that when we en-

counter the other, we see in her the face of your Son, when 

we meet a stranger, that we take his hand in welcome. Help 

us to live in solidarity with one another, to seek justice for 

those who are persecuted and comfort for those who are 

suffering. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 

Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Mother Elizabeth Seton, 
Feast Day January 4th 

Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton was the first native born 

American to be canonized by the Catholic Church. 

Elizabeth grew up in the upper class of New York soci-

ety. She was a prolific reader, and read everything from the 

Bible to contemporary novels. 

In spite of her high society background, Elizabeth's early 

life was quiet, simple, and often lonely. As she grew a little 

older, the Bible was to become her continual instruction, 

support and comfort -and she would continue to love the 

Scriptures for the rest of her life. 

In 1794, Elizabeth married the wealthy young William 

Seton, with whom she was deeply in love. The first years of 

their marriage were happy and prosperous. Elizabeth wrote 

in her diary at first autumn, "My own home at twenty-the 

world-that and heaven too-quite impossible." 

This time of Elizabeth's life was to be a brief moment of 

earthly happiness before the many deaths and partings she 

was to suffer. Within four years, William's father died, leav-

ing the young couple in charge of William's seven half 

brothers and sisters, as well as the family's importing busi-

ness. 

Events moved quickly from there with devastating effect. 

Both William's business and health failed. He was finally 

forced to file a petition of bankruptcy and, in a final attempt 

to save William's health, the Seton's sailed for Italy, where 

William had business friends. 

Unfortunately, William died of tuberculosis while in It-

aly. Elizabeth's one consolation was that he had recently 

awakened to the things of God. 

In Italy, Elizabeth captivated everyone by her kindness, 

patience, good sense, wit, and courtesy. During this time 



Question of the Week 
 

For Adults: When have you been jealous or fearful of another person?  When 
are such feelings harmful? 

For Children:  When have you been jealous because something good hap-
pened to another person instead of you?  What is the problem with feeling 
that way? 
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Parish news 

Taizé Prayer Service 
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions, framed 

with simple music.  All are welcome!"  The service will begin on Thursday 

mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 minutes.  No prior ex-

perience or training is necessary in order to participate; all that is needed is a 

desire to meet with a small group to spend time in prayer.  If you would like 

more information, please contact Susan Schaeffer 

at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729 

Rosary Repairs 
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair?  Contact Suzy 

Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will gladly repair it free of 

charge. 

Prayer Tree 
Please join members of the Prayer Tree  To pray “Rosary for Peace” on 

the 1st Sundays of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on the fol-

lowing dates in 2017:  January 8th, February 5th, March 5th, April 2nd, May 

7th, June 4th, July 2nd, August 6th, September 3rd, October 1st, November 

5th, December 3rd. 

 

St. Vincent de Paul Society,  
Parish Conference: 
 

Accepts Donations of Non-perishable Food, Bottled Water. Leave dona-

tions in the SVdP basket in vestibule. Thank you. 
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From the Ministry Coordinator 

Feast of the Epiphany  
Wise men still seek him, they follow the star…..I hope that your Christmas 

season has been bright and joyful.  The Christmas season is such a wonderful 

time for family and friends to spend together.   As we return to the day to day 

activities my wish is to carry the joy of the Christ child into all that we do.  

What gifts can we bring? Give? Share? Are we as touched by God’s sacrifice 

as we should be?  Join us as a community as we look to find ways to serve our 

greater community and bring the joy of the gospel to those around us.  More 

information will be coming soon.  

Faith Formation 
Classes will resume on Sunday, January 22nd @ 9:15 a.m.  Due to unfore-

seen damage to the Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLW) classroom we have 

had to postpone classes for an additional week.  It is a perfect time to invite 

those you know who may not be in classes yet to sign up and join our commu-

nity.  Please contact Karen at the Parish office for more information. 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLW) will resume next week.  Volunteers 

are needed to cover the ministry at the 10:30 a.m. mass. 

Save the Dates 
 Love Letters – February 12th @ 2 p.m.  Experience a reading of love 

letters with Jerry Johnson at St. Augustine.  Snacks will be provided.  

Anyone interested in auditioning for the female role contact Karen 

Glen @ kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com 

 Celebrate Mardi Gras with the St. Augustine Parish – Sunday, February 

26th after the 10:30 a.m. mass.  Join us for festive fare and music.  Let 

us prepare for the Lenten Season together. 

 
For more information on any of our projects, please contact Karen 

@kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com  
 

 

 

Ministry schedule 
Wednesday, Jan 11th @ 6:15 

p.m.: RCIA  
Sunday, Jan 15th @ 9:15 a.m.:  No 

Family Faith Formation  
Sunday, Jan 15th @ 10:30 a.m.:  

No Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
 

Weekly Offering 
January 1st Collection:  
$2,888.00 Includes EFT 
 

In our prayers 
Please remember in your prayers 

those who are ill:  
Jim McMurray, Ivan Lieberburg, 

Juanita Esprellas, Elaine Zabriskie, 
Mary Arnold, Bob Shobar, Anita 
Eble, Virginia Nelson, Jim Puskar, 
Mary Ellen King. 

  
And those who have died: 
Lee Nelson, Loretta Schmitz, Mari 

Kittel, John Cody, Evelyn 
Schumacher, Willie Dinkins, Made-
line Shannon, Fr. Paul Devine,  Ernie 
Easterday, Janet Wozenski 

  

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, January 7, 2017, 5 p.m. 
Maria Pestl & Family 
 
Sunday, January 8,  2017, 8 a.m. 
Parishioners & Benefactors 
 
Sunday, January 8,  2017, 10:30 

a.m. 
William King (+) 
 
Sunday, January 8th, 6 p.m. 

Electronic Funds Transfer 
IT MAKES EVERY SUNDAY COUNT! 

Application Forms are in the back of the church 

St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 

 Parish staff 

 Parochial Administrator 
Fr. Augustine Joseph 

(510) 653-8631 ext 100 
pastorachurch@comcast.net 

 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Coordinator 
Karen Glen 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 
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