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St. Blaise, Feast Day February 3rd

Little is known about Saint Blaise prior to his mention in a court physician's medical journal. The physician, Aëtius
Amidenus, spoke of Saint Blaise's aid in treating objects caught in the throat. He was also mentioned in the book of Acts,
where he was aided by animals and treated people and beasts alike.
Saint Blaise is believed to begin as a healer then, eventually, became a "physician of souls." He then retired to a cave,
where he remained in prayer. People often turned to Saint Blaise for healing miracles.
In 316, the governor of Cappadocia and of Lesser Armenia, Agricola, arrested then-bishop Blaise for being a Christian. On their way to the jail, a woman set her only son, who was choking to death on a fish bone, at his feet.
Blaise cured the child, and though Agricola was amazed, he could not get Blaise to renounce his faith. Therefore, Agricola beat Blaise with a stick and tore at his flesh with iron combs before beheading him.
In another tale, Blaise was being led to the prison in Sebastea, and on the way came across a poor old woman whose
pig had been stolen by a wolf. Blaise commanded the wolf return the pig, which it did -alive and uninjured - to the
amazement of all.
When he reached Sebastea, the woman came to him and brought two fine wax candles in an attempt to dispel the
gloom of his darkened cell.
In the Middle Ages, Blaise became quite popular and his legend as a beast tamer spread. He was then referred to as the
"saint of the wild beast."
Many German churches are dedicated to Saint Blaise, sometimes called Saint Blasius.
In Great Britain, the village of St. Blazey got its name from Saint Blaise, and a church dedicated to the saint can be
found in Decon hamlet of Haccombe, near Newton Abbot.
There is a Saint Blaise's Well in Kent, and the water is believed to have medicinal properties. A Blessing of the
Throats ceremony is held every February 3 at Saint Etheldreda's Church in Londan and Balve, Germany.
A Catholic middle school was named after Saint Blaise in Bradford, West Yorkshire. The name was decided upon
when the link between Bradford and the woolen industry was connected to the way St. Blaise was martyred: with woolcomb.
Saint Blaise is often depicted holding two crossed candles in his hand, or in a cave with wild animals. He is also often
shown with steel combs. The similarity of the steel combs and the wool combs made a large contribution to Saint Blaise's
leadership as the patron saint of wool combers and the wool trade.
The Presentation of the Lord, February 2nd
At the end of the fourth century, a woman named Etheria made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Her journal, discovered in 1887,
gives an unprecedented glimpse of liturgical life there. Among the celebrations she describes is the Epiphany (January 6), the observance of Christ’s birth, and the gala procession in honor of his Presentation in the Temple 40 days later—February 15.
This feast emphasizes Jesus’ first appearance in the Temple more than Mary’s purification.
The observance spread throughout the Western Church in the fifth and sixth centuries. Because the Church in the West celebrated Jesus’ birth on December 25, the Presentation was moved to February 2, 40 days after Christmas.
At the beginning of the eighth century, Pope Sergius inaugurated a candlelight procession; at the end of the same century the
blessing and distribution of candles which continues to this day became part of the celebration, giving the feast its popular name:
Candlemass

Electronic Funds Transfer
Responsible Stewardship Made Easy!
Did you know that…
43% of Americans pay one or more bills by direct deposit.
51% of Americans use direct deposit for paychecks.
97% are satisfied with electronic payments
80% of Social Security beneficiaries use EFT to receive
benefits.
If you would like to start making your contributions by
electronic funds transfer, you may pick up a form at the registration table next to the hospitality table.

Taizé Prayer Service
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions, framed with simple music. All are welcome!" The service will begin on
Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 minutes. No prior experience or
training is necessary in order to participate; all that
is needed is a desire to meet with a small group to
spend time in prayer. If you would like more information, please contact Susan Schaeffer
at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729
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A Gospel Reflection

The taste of salt
Salt has a distinctive taste. It is easy to recognize. It stands out, like a light on a hill.
Jesus said to his disciples: You are the salt of
the earth and You are the light of the
world [Matthew 5:13,14]. They were encouraged
to stand out, to be different and to be recognized.
Yet last week we were thinking about humility:
Blessed are the meek or the poor. People of no
great distinction were promised special blessings
and we saw there were good reasons for that.
Surely then, if seeking fame and fortune is not to
be rewarded as are the poor and the meek, Jesus
is not expecting us to put ourselves forward with
attention getting behavior. That is true. He was
not encouraging us to draw attention to ourselves,
but to be distinctive in another way. See just what
he said about the light:
No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the
bushel basket, but on the lamp stand, and it gives
light to all in the house. {16} In the same way, let
your light shine before others, so that they may
see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. -- Matthew 5:15-16
The disciples were encouraged to let their light
show up what they did so that God, not they
themselves, would be glorified: let your light
shine before others, so that they may see your
good works and give glory to your Father in

heaven. God was to be credited with the good
that they did. There is the crux (= cross!) of the
matter. It was indeed through humbling himself
that Jesus drew attention to the saving love of
God who draws people to himself through the
sacrificial work of those who love other people as
they love him. Jesus is the model and the means
of achieving this strangely humble kind of recognition.
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• Weekend Mass schedule •
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

• Weekday Eucharist •
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
Saturday 4 p.m.
Also upon request

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”
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Question of the Week
For Adults: In what way might you be hiding the light of Christ from others?
What could you do to improve this?
For Children: How can you let the light of Christ in you shine for others this
week?
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Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner)

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Ministry Coordinator
Karen Glen
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Welcome to the new column in our weekly bulletin. Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which
is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own
security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49
Last weekend we put together a dozen Kare Kits that parishioners took out
on a mission to give to someone in need. Our hope is that the experience
was not only beneficial to the recipient but also to the missionary who was
going out in the love of Christ to meet their neighbor. Our project for February will be working with a home for refugee families in our own community. Look for more information to come……. If you have any questions
please contact Karen @ kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com

2016 End of Year Tax Statements
End of year tax statements are now available for registered parishioners.
Please call Linda in the Rectory office at (510) 653-8631 if you would like a
copy mailed to you.

Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree To pray “Rosary for Peace” on
the 1st Sundays of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on the following dates in 2017: February 5th, March 5th, April 2nd, May 7th, June 4th,
July 2nd, August 6th, September 3rd, October 1st, November 5th, December
3rd.

St. Vincent de Paul Society,
Parish Conference:
Accepts Donations of Non-perishable Food, Bottled Water. Leave donations in
the SVdP basket in vestibule. Thank you.
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From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator
Evangelization is the work of God
“Though it is true that this mission demands great generosity on
our part, it would be wrong to see it as a heroic individual undertaking, for it is first and foremost the Lord’s work, surpassing anything which we can see and understand. Jesus is “the first and
greatest evangelizer”. In every activity of evangelization, the primacy always belongs to God, who has called us to cooperate with
him and who leads us on by the power of his Spirit. The real newness is the newness which God himself mysteriously brings about
and inspires, provokes, guides and accompanies in a thousand
ways. The life of the Church should always reveal clearly that God
takes the initiative, that “he has loved us first” (1 Jn 4:19) and that
he alone “gives the growth” (1 Cor 3:7). This conviction enables us
to maintain a spirit of joy in the midst of a task so demanding and
challenging that it engages our entire life. God asks everything of
us, yet at the same time he offers everything to us.”
Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis (12)
Save the Dates~
Love Letters – February 12th @ 2 pm. Experience a reading of
love letters with Jerry Johnson at St. Augustine. Good will offering will be taken and all proceeds will benefit our Music Ministry.
Champagne reception to follow. For more information please contact Karen Glen @ kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
Celebrate Mardi Gras with the St. Augustine Parish – Sunday, February 26th after the 10:30 mass. Join us for festive fare and
music. Volunteers are invited to participate in preparing the food,
setting up the décor, planning games and activities for folks of all
ages. Please email Karen @ kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com if
you have ideas and would like to participate in the fun. This is a
parish event, so all are welcome to participate.
For more information on any of our projects, please contact
Karen @kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
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Ministry schedule

Wednesday, Feb 8th @ 6:15
pm ~ RCIA
Sunday, Feb 12th @ 9:15 am ~
Family Faith Formation
Sunday, Feb 12th @ 10:30 am
~ Children’s Liturgy of the
Word

Weekly Offering
January 29th, Collection: $3,237
Includes EFT

St. Vincent dePaul stewardship: $59.82
St. Vincent dePaul Fifth Sunday: $1,594

In our prayers
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill:
Jim McMurray, Ivan Lieberburg,
Mary Arnold, Bob Shobar, Anita
Eble, Virginia Nelson, Jim Puskar,
Mary Ellen King, Courtenay Redis,
Loraine Moran, Mildred Burns, John
Meadows, Joseph (Fr. Augustine’s
father), June Bellen, Sylvia Lope,
James Lewis.
And those who have died:
Janet Wozenski, Lee Nelson,
Ruby Toro

Mass Intentions
Saturday, February 4th, 2017, 5
p.m.
Sunday, February 5th, 2017, 8
a.m.
Parishioners & Benefactors
Sunday, February 5th, 2017,
10:30 a.m.
Angela Dela Paz
Sunday, February 5th, 6 p.m.
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IT MAKES EVERY SUNDAY COUNT!
Application Forms are in the back of the church

