
    Continued from Page 1       

 

  Consider today’s readings.  All three readings tell us 

that the world does not have to be a place of hatred with its 

accompanying anger and violence.  History does not have 

to result from a series of wars.  The workplace does not 

have to be a place of nastiness, of unbridled ambition, of 

people destroying others for their own gain.  The school 

does not have to be a place where might makes right and 

mean Teens dominate.  Nor does the neighborhood have to 

be a place where rumors destroy lives. 

  

            The readings are telling us that the world does 

not have to be this way.  A Savior has come who has pre-

sented a new way of living, a new law, a Law of Joy.  This 

is a law that says if we check our desire for vengeance, we 

can live in peace with ourselves and our God.  If we refuse 

to be dominated by hatred, we can remain united to the One 

who is Love Become Flesh.  If there is only one person in 

the workplace who lives by this New Law, the workplace 

will experience the presence of the Lord in that per-

son.  With the Grace of the Holy Spirit working through 

this person, the workplace can become a place of 

joy.  Similarly, if there is only one person at the cafeteria 

table who refuses to join the attack on someone at school, 

those plotting to hurt others will be forced to reconsider 

their plans.  Perhaps, eventually, they will realize that the 

mean have no joy, but the meek, those who follow today’s 

gospel, live in happiness. 

  

            The Gospel is taken from the Sermon on the 

Mount.  Throughout the sermon, Jesus calls on us to look 

inside ourselves.  If we allow hateful thoughts to overtake 

us, we cannot be people of peace.  If we nurture memories 

of the times that we were hurt and convince ourselves that 

we have a right to vengeance, our lives will be in continual 

turmoil.  The Lord tells us to adopt a new way of thinking, 

a new way of acting, a way that is radically opposed to the 

way of the world.  He tells us to turn the other cheek. That’s 

hard. He tells us to love our enemies.  That’s even harder. 

He tells us to be pleasant with those who attack us.  He tells 

us to live in peace with all, even those who hate us.  Others 

may or may not change their ways, but we cannot allow 

their actions to change us.  We cannot allow others to steal 

the joy we have in being united to Jesus Christ. We need to 

be perfect as our Heavenly Father is perfect.  That 

word perfect here in Matthew is better translated whole-

some or sincere. If we do our best to be wholesome on the 

inside, our lives will be full of the Joy of the Lord. 

  

            We pray about this joy at every Mass, particu-

larly during the Eucharistic prayer.  Perhaps you might 

want to listen for this today.  You may not hear the 

word joy, but you will hear us thanking God for the gift of 

our Savior, for accepting his Sacrifice for us, for giving us a 

share in his life.  

  

            I once spent a week on Barbados, one of the Car-

ibbean Islands.  The Island is very Christian.  Every day 

when I saw the ladies who cleaned the rooms I would greet 

them and then say, “And how are you today?” I did this 

purposely because I loved hearing their answer.  Each lady 

would say the same thing: “I am blessed.”  And so are we 

all. 

  

            All the pettiness that we suffer from others.  All 

the hatred that others cast on us.  All the scheming that oth-

ers might attempt.  None of this matters.  What matters is 

the Love of God and the joy we have in Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.   The New Law of the Kingdom of God, calls us to 

forgive, to turn from anger, to be kind. And live in 

peace.  The New Law of the Kingdom of God is the Law of 

Joy.  

Msgr. Joseph A. Pellegrino 

A Gospel Reflection 
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The Law of Joy 
  

            Those of you who are circus devotees proba-

bly heard the bad news: Ringling Brothers, Barnum and 

Bailey has announced that they as well as all circuses 

throughout the country have a serious shortage of 

clowns.  It seems that people just aren’t interested in the 

intense training. Being a part of 20 clowns in a VW 

Beatle has also lost its appeal.  But do not fear, the cir-

cuses have opened up a recruiting office in Washington, 

DC. There are plenty of people there who do not even 

have to go to clown school. 

  

            Four years ago this week, Pope Emeritus 

Benedict shocked the world by announcing that he 

would retire from the Chair of St. Peter.  This set into 

motion events that led to a change in the tone of the 

Catholic Church.  As you know, Jorge Mario Bergoglio 

was elected pope, taking the name Francis and bringing 

the simplicity of St. Francis to the Church’s highest of-

fice. This new tone that Pope Francis brought to the 

Church is one of joy.  He has urged bishops, priests and 

deacons to step away from hammering at the same two 

moral issues, abortion and gay marriage,  that have be-

come the focus of so many homilies, particularly in 

America.  His first major writing to the Church was the 

Apostolic Exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium, The Joy of 

the Gospel.  He urged those preaching to use 

their  homilies to bring the joy of the Lord to the world.  

  

            For many this has not been the easiest of 

tasks.  Many homilists still feel a necessity to continue 

being negative.  Many in the pews are quite happy to 

hear priests and deacons  sticking it to those who pro-

mote abortion or gay marriage and will even applaud 

them as though it takes courage to preach to the 

choir.  It will take time, years really, before the tone of 

joy replaces the tone of confrontation.  But it will hap-

pen.  In time. 

  

            It has to happen.  We need to move away 

from the Church of No to the Church of Joy. There is so 

much more to the Gospel then confronting two issues. 
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• Weekend Mass schedule • 

Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 

Electronic Funds Transfer 
 

Responsible Stewardship Made Easy! 
 
Did you know that… 
 
43% of Americans pay one or more bills by direct deposit. 
 
51% of Americans use direct deposit for paychecks. 
97% are satisfied with electronic payments 
80% of Social Security beneficiaries use EFT to receive 

benefits. 
  
If you would like to start making your contributions by 

electronic funds transfer, you may pick up a form at the regis-
tration table next to the hospitality table. 

  

Taizé Prayer Service 
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflec-

tion, shared petitions, framed with simple mu-

sic.  All are welcome!"  The service will begin on 

Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last ap-

proximately 25 minutes.  No prior experience or 

training is necessary in order to participate; all that 

is needed is a desire to meet with a small group to 

spend time in prayer.  If you would like more in-

formation, please contact Susan Schaeffer 

at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729 

mailto:lilac52@gmail.com
tel:415-935-1729


Question of the Week 
 

For Adults: What is the point of “turning the other check” in an argument, 
and why is it so hard to do? 

For Children:  Who  are the people you find it most difficult to forgive. 
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Parish news 

2016 End of Year Tax Statements 

End of year tax statements are now available for registered parishioners.  

Please call Linda in the Rectory office at (510) 653-8631 if you would like a 

copy mailed to you. 

Prayer Tree 
Please join members of the Prayer Tree  To pray “Rosary for Peace” on 

the 1st Sundays of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on the fol-

lowing dates in 2017:  March 5th, April 2nd, May 7th, June 4th, July 2nd, Au-

gust 6th, September 3rd, October 1st, November 5th, December 3rd. 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society,  

Parish Conference: 
Accepts Donations of Non-perishable 

Food, Bottled Water. Leave donations in the 

SVdP basket in vestibule. Thank you. 
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From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator    

                                                                 

Be bold and creative                                                                                                
“Pastoral ministry in a missionary key seeks to abandon the complacent 

attitude that says: “We have always done it this way”. I invite everyone 

to be bold and creative in this task of rethinking the goals, structures, 

style and methods of evangelization in their respective communities. A 

proposal of goals without an adequate communal search for the means 

of achieving them will inevitably prove illusory. I encourage everyone 

to apply the guidelines found in this document generously and coura-

geously, without inhibitions or fear. The important thing is to not walk 

alone, but to rely on each other as brothers and sisters, and especially 

under the leadership of the bishops, in a wise and realistic pastoral dis-

cernment.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis (33)  

 

Love Letters – Thank you to all who attended the production of 

“Love Letters”.  It was a wonderful performance given by Jerry Johnson 

and Merula Furtado.  The generosity of the attendees resulted in $280 in 

donations for the Music Ministry.  These funds will help provide materi-

als and extra’s for our wonderful music program.  A special thank you 

to Susie Arnhart and Bob Stockman for their gracious service in hosting 

our guests.  

 

Celebrate Mardi Gras with the St. Augustine Parish – Sunday, 

February 26th after the 10:30 mass.  Join us for festive fare and music.  

Volunteers are invited to participate in preparing the food, setting up the 

décor, planning games and activities for folks of all ages.  Please email 

Karen @ kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com if you have ideas and would 

like to participate in the fun.  This is a parish event, so all are welcome 

to participate.   

 

Preparing for a Meaningful Lent  –  Next weekend please visit the 

Lenten Resource table to pick up books, prayer cards, Rice Bowl mate-

rials and other meaningful items to help prepare for your journey 

through Lent.     

 

For more information on any of our projects, please contact 

Karen @kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com 

Ministry schedule 
Wednesday, Feb 22nd @ 6:15 

pm ~ RCIA  

Friday, Feb 24th @ 5pm ~ Din-

ner for Transition House 

Sunday, Feb 26th @ 9:15 am ~ 

Faith Formation 
Sunday, Feb 26th @ 10:30 am 

~ CLW  

 
 

Weekly Offering 

February 12th, Collection: 

$3,204.00 

Includes EFT 
  
St. Vincent dePaul stewardship:  

$60.21 
 

In our prayers 

Please remember in your prayers 

those who are ill:  

Jim McMurray, Ivan Lieberburg, 

Mary Arnold, Bob Shobar, Anita 

Eble, Virginia Nelson, Jim Puskar, 

Mary Ellen King, Courtenay Redis, 

Loraine Moran, Mildred Burns, John 

Meadows, Joseph (Fr. Augustine’s 

father), June Bellen, David Scalcini.    

  

And those who have died: 

Janet Wozenski, Lee Nelson, 

Ruby Toro, James Lewis, Mary 

Sales, Eleanor Wenceslao. 

  

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, February 18th, 2017, 5 

p.m. 

Parishioners & Benefactors 

Sunday, February 19th,  2017, 8 

a.m. 

Sunday, February 19th,  2017, 

10:30 a.m. 

Sunday, February 19th,  6 p.m. 

 
The Parish office will be closed 

on Monday, February 20th, for the 
Presidents’ Day holiday. 

  

Electronic Funds Transfer 
IT MAKES EVERY SUNDAY COUNT! 

Application Forms are in the back of the church 

St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 

 Parish staff 
 Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
(510) 653-8631 ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 
 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Coordinator 
Karen Glen 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

 Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner) 

Welcome to the new column in our weekly bulletin.  Look here for exciting 

opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I pre-

fer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out 

on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being 

confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope 

Francis #49 

Thank you to all who went forth into the community with Kare Kits.  I appre-

ciated hearing your stories of encounter with those who benefited from 

your caring actions.  Preparing ourselves to meet people on the fringes 

can often open our eyes to actually see them.  Please continue to pray for 

all who are suffering and those who reach out to help them. 

We are partnering with a Transition House for Immigrant families.  On Fri-

day, Feb 24th we will be serving dinner at the house.   Anyone interested 

in helping to prepare or serve the dinner can contact Karen for more infor-

mation.   

Additionally we will be collecting needed supplies to take to the house over the 

next three weeks.  Needed supplies: toilet paper, paper towels, laundry detergent, 

dish detergent, soap and shampoo.  Please place these items in the box marked 

specifically for the transition house.    …….  If you have any questions please 

contact Karen @ kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com  

mailto:kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
http://www.staugustineoakland.com
mailto:saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
mailto:raiderjenkins@att.net
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