
Apostle of the Apostles 

Pastor’s Note — continued from Page 1 
 
On 10 June 2016, the Congregation for Divine Wor-

ship and the Discipline of the Sacraments issued a 
decree which elevated Mary's liturgical commemora-
tion from an obligatory memorial to a Feast Day, like 
that of most of the Apostles (Peter and Paul are com-
memorated with a solemnity). The Mass and Liturgy  
of the Hours (Divine Office) remained the same as 
they were, except that a specific preface was added  
to the Mass, to refer to her explicitly as the "Apostle  
to the Apostles". 

Fr. Augustine 
 

From the Sisters of the Divine Savior 
 
Thank you for opening your hearts to Sr. Jean, SDS, 

during her visit the weekend of July 15/16.  Your gracious 
hospitality and spirit of fellowship uplifted Sr. Jean’s en-
thusiasm to share about our Salvatorian international 
missions.  The Sisters of the Divine Savior hold St. 
Augustine Church parish families in prayer as we carry on 
our mission, that all may know the Savior. 

 

Pastor’s Note 
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Mary Magdalene, who according to 
John 20:17–18 and Mark 16:9–1 was 
commissioned by the risen Jesus to in-
form the disciples of his resurrection, has 
been merited the title "Apostle to the 
apostles" by the Roman Catholic Church. 

Matthew 28:1–8 and Luke 24:10 speak 
of women (in the plural), including Mary 
Magdalene, carrying out this function. An 
early Christian commentary on the Song 
of Songs, perhaps by Hippolytus of Rome 
(170–235), has Christ speak of two 
women, whom it calls Mary and Martha, 
as apostles to the apostles: "Christ 
showed Himself to the (male) apostles 
and said to them: ... 'It is I who appeared 
to these women and I who wanted to send them to 
you as apostles.'" 

Use of the actual term "apostle to the apostles" or 
"apostle of the apostles" was first attested much 
later than the time of Hippolytus. According to Dar-
rell Bock, it first appears in the 10th century, but 
Katherine Ludwig Jansen says she found no refer-
ence to it earlier than the 12th, by which time it was 
already commonplace. She mentions, in particular, 
Hugh of Cluny (1024–1109), Peter Abelard (1079–
1142), and Bernard of Clairvaux (1090–1153) 
among those who gave Mary Magdalene the title of 
“apostolorum apostola” (apostle of the apostles).  

In his Apostolic Letter Mulieris Dignitatem ("On 
the dignity and vocation of women", parts 67–69) 
dated 15 August 1988, Pope John Paul II dealt with 
the Easter events in relation to the women being 
present at the tomb after the Resurrection, in a sec-
tion entitled 'First Witnesses of the Resurrection': 

The women are the first at the tomb. They are 

the first to find it empty. They are the first to hear 

'He is not here. He has risen, as He said.' They 

are the first to embrace his feet. The women are 

also the first to be called to announce this truth to 

the Apostles. The Gospel of John (cf. also Mk 16:9 

emphasizes the special role of Mary Magdalene. 

She is the first to meet the Risen Christ. [...] 

Hence she came to be called "the apostle of the 

Apostles". Mary Magdalene was the first eyewit-

ness of the Risen Christ, and, for this reason, she 

was also the first to bear witness to him before the 

Apostles. This event, in a sense, crowns all that 

has been said previously about Christ entrusting 

divine truths to women as well as men. 

John Paul II 
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“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 
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From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator  

 

Safe Environment for Children Project                      

It is once again our cycle for training all ministry volunteers 

in the Safe Environment Project.  The Diocese is using a new 

program that will be shared with all volunteers this fall.  

Please look for more information from your ministry leader 

over the next few months.   

Mass Changes – On the weekend of Saturday, August 

26th & Sunday, August 27th there will be a change to our 

regular Mass schedule to bring everyone together to celebrate 

the 110th Anniversary of our Parish.  The Saturday 5 pm 

Mass will take place as usual after Reconciliation at 4pm.  

Sunday there will be only one Mass at 10:30 am followed by 

the Celebration Festival.  There will not be an                                      

8 am or 6 pm Mass on Sunday, August 27th.  

 Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner)      

Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving 

others in our community. “I prefer a Church which is bruised, 

hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather 

than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and 

from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope 

Francis #49   

St. Vincent de Paul Women’s Shelter is in need of 

gently used infant and children’s clothes.  Donations can be 

dropped off directly at the center at 2272 San Pablo Ave.  

For more information please call (510) 877-9256.  

Kare Kits Update:  “Thank you” to all for contributing 

to our bedrolls for the homeless.  We were able to assemble 

2 dozen for the needy and marginalized.  

Volunteer with the Mercy Brown Bag Program  

 
Monday – Friday  Varying Locations throughout Ala-

meda County Nicole St. Lawrence     510-534-8547, ext. 

369 MercyBrownBag.org 

 Help the Mercy Brown Bag Program of Mercy Retire-

ment and Care Center, distribute groceries to low income 

seniors. They serve almost 5000 seniors at distribution 

sites throughout Alameda County. The distribution lasts  

1 – 2 hours, and they have a variety of positions that 

could use your help, such as registering clients, filling 

bags, or unloading our trucks. We are also looking for 

volunteers who speak Cantonese and/or Mandarin. They 

can also use clerical help at times when they do not have 

distributions. To find out more about Mercy Brown Bag 

Program call Nicole St. Lawrence, see above, or visit 

mercybrownbag.org. 

 

Solemn Mass on the Feast of St. Ignatius of Loyola 

Monday, July 31, 5:00 pm The Cathedral of Christ the 

Light, 2121 Harrison St., Oakland Ctlcathedral.org   

 Join Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ and the Jesuit Or-

der in Berkeley as they celebrate the Feast Day of St. Ig-

natius of Loyola on July 31 at 5:00 pm in The Cathedral 

of Christ the Light.  

 Saint Ignatius of Loyola founded the Society of Jesus 

(Jesuits) in 1540. The society is engaged in evangeliza-

tion and apostolic ministry in 112 nations on six conti-

nents. Jesuits work in education, intellectual research, and 

cultural pursuits. Jesuits also give retreats, minister in 

hospitals and parishes, sponsor direct social ministries, 

and promote ecumenical dialogue. Both Pope Francis and 

Bishop Michael Barber are among the 11,000 priests 

worldwide that belong to the order.  

 



Question of the Week 
 

For Adults:  

What weakness can the power of the Holy Spirit help you overcome? 

For Children:   

When will you need the power of the Holy Spirit this week? 
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Parish news 
 

Welcome 
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our 

parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on 

the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.  You may drop 

it off in the collection basket, at your convenience. 

  Music Class 
Our Music Director, April McNeely will be offering music classes on how to 

read music. They will be held on Wednesday nights from 6 to 7 pm in the 

church. 

  Prayer Tree 
Please join members of the Prayer Tree  To pray “Rosary for Peace” on 

the 1st Sundays of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on the fol-

lowing dates in 2017:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

August 6th, September 3rd, October 1st, November 5th, December 3rd. 

 

Taize Prayer Service 
The Taize prayer service will be canceled for June and July.  It will resume 

on Thursday, August 3rd. 

 

   St. Vincent de Paul Society,  
   Parish Conference: 

Our St. Vincent de Paul Fifth Sunday Collection will be on 

July 30th. 
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From the Ministry Coordinator 
 

OUR LADY OF FATIMA ~ 100 YEARS LATER (PART 1 OF 5) 

On May 13, 1917, in Portugal, Our Lady of Fatima appeared to three 

children in a place called Cova da Iria. It was at noon, and the children were 

shepherding sheep. Suddenly there was lightening, and the children, thinking 

that it was going to rain, began to run. Then, just above a holm oak tree, they 

saw a beautiful lady made of light, holding a rosary in her hand. 

 

Our Lady of Fatima spoke to the children and told them not to be afraid. 

"I come from Heaven," she said. The oldest of the children was Lucía who 

was ten years old. She asked Our Lady of Fatima, "Will I go to Heaven?" 

"Yes," Our Lady of Fatima answered. "And Jacinta," who was her seven-year-

old cousin, "Will she go to heaven too?" "Yes," answered Our Lady of 

Fatima. "And Francisco," the brother of Jacinta who was nine years old, "Will 

he go to Heaven?" "Yes," answered Our Lady of Fatima, but he will have to 

say many rosaries." 

 

Our Lady of Fatima asked the children if they would pray and make sac-

rifice for sinners, and if they would come to this same place on the thirteenth 

of each month for five months. The children agreed and Lucía said "Yes." 

Only Lucía spoke to Our Lady of Fatima, the others listened. This was the be-

ginning of a new life for the children, for their sole purpose in life was to pray 

and make sacrifices for sinners. They would give their lunch to the sheep as a 

sacrifice, and perform other acts of mortification. The children noted that the 

beautiful Our Lady of Fatima was sad, and they were sad also because of Our 

Lady of Fatima's sadness. On June 13, 1917 Our Lady of Fatima appeared 

again to the children. The conversation was to pray and make sacrifices and to 

pray the Rosary. On July 13, Our Lady of Fatima appeared again and con-

veyed a secret to the children composed of three parts. The first two parts 

were revealed by Lucía in her memoirs in 1941 and the third part was released 

by Pope John Paul II in May 2000. 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) 
Are you interested in learning more about becoming a Catholic? Have you 

received the Sacraments of Baptism and First Holy Communion and desire 

Confirmation? The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults had begun. For more 

information please contact Karen kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com or Jay 

Mitchell jwmstaugustine@live.com for more information. 
 

  

COME ONE, COME ALL  
ST. AUGUSTINE FEAST DAY CELEBRATION SUNDAY, AUGUST 

27TH @ 10:30 AM PLEASE SIGN UP TO HELP WITH THE ACTIVITIES!  

Ministry schedule 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word is 
on  a break & resume in August .  
 

Rosary for Fatima,  Sunday,      
August 13th @ 9:00 am (4th Ap-
parition)                        
 

Feast of the Assumption,       
Tuesday, August 15th mass times 
@ 8:30 am and 7:00 pm  

 
Weekly Offering 

July 16th Collection: 
$3,399.50 Includes EFT  

 
July 16th Second Collection 
Mission Coop (Salvatorian  

International Missions): 
$2230.00 
 

In our prayers 
Please remember in your 

prayers those who are ill: Ivan 

Lieberburg, Andy Collins, Kevin 

Rezak,  Gloria Bautista, Laura 

Patterson. Gary Richardi, Ariana 

Kersevan,  

 
And those who have died: 

Joseph (Fr. Augustine’s father), 

Jaime Lopez, Daniel O’Donovan, 

Matilda Maes, Jim McMurray, 

Jim Puskar, Filiberta Guiza. 
 

Mass intentions 
Saturday, July 22nd, 2017, 5 p.m. 

Esperanza Maciel (+) 
Sunday, July 23rd, 2017, 8 a.m. 
Sunday, July 23rd,  2017, 10:30 a.m. 

Alejandro Hernandez (+) 
Sunday, July 23rd. 2017, 6 .m. 

Parishioners & Benefactors 

Electronic Funds Transfer 
IT MAKES EVERY SUNDAY COUNT! 

Application Forms are in the back of the church 

St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 

 Parish staff 
 Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
(510) 653-8631 ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 
 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Coordinator 
Karen Glen 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

http://www.staugustineoakland.com
mailto:saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
mailto:raiderjenkins@att.net

