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The primary responsibility of educating a child is 

with the parents. The Church, however, shares in 

this responsibility and assists the parents. 

 

Parents in our time face great challenges: some 

work at two jobs to support the family, parents 

themselves are not informed well in the faith and do 

not always teach it at home; baseball, soccer and 

basketball leagues schedule games on Sundays; 

youngsters often come home after a full day or full 

week of school and are not always as alert as you 

would like them to be. 

 

In the face of these and other challenges faith 

formation is of utmost importance in the holistic 

growth of a child, nay, of every human person. 

 

How would you respond if a parishioner asked, 

“So what do you really mean by faith formation?” 

 

The problem is ‘faith formation’ has become a 

catch-all term that can mean just about anything a 

church or Christian community does—from the 

parish picnic, to Bingo night, to team sports in the 

gym, to Sunday worship. It’s all faith formation, 

right? 

 

Well, potentially, yes, but there are some criteria 

that our programs and activities ought to meet in 

order to fall under the faith formation umbrella. 

 

In his latest book, Generations Together, John 

Roberto reaffirms a traditional, but very rich notion 

that faith formation informs, forms, and transforms 

the person—whether child, youth, or adult—into a 

robust, vital, and life-giving Christian faith that is 

holistic: a way of the head, the heart, and the hands. 

In a single sentence we could say faith formation 

is: equipping people to live as disciples of Jesus. 

 

And faith formation does the very same for the 

Christian community as it immerses people into the 

particular practices and particular way of life that 

identifies them as followers of Jesus. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Continued on page 4 

 

• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 
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“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 

 Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner)  

 

Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving 

others in our community. “I Prefer a Church which is bruised, 

hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather 

than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from 

clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis 

#49. 

 

As a Parish community we are now serving “Fellowship” cof-

fee. This coffee is a Free Trade, Organic blend coffee that is 

made available to us through a partnership of Catholic Relief 

Services Ethical Trade ministry. We hope you will take the time 

to appreciate the coffee and know that the purchase of the coffee 

helps insure fair and safe conditions for those who grow, harvest 

and roast it. If you would like more information about this 

change, please ask @ the Hospitality table. 

 

Catholic Worker of Oakland Transitional housing, community 

services, and weekly hot meals. Summer live-in internships 

available. Address: 4848 International Blvd. Oakland, CA 

Phone: 510-533-7375 Email: oaklandcatholic-

worker@yahoo.com 

 

 The Multicultural Institute Transitioning immigrants from 

poverty and isolation to prosperity and participation. They need 

people to prepare meals, perform legal help, tutor kids, train 

classes in construction. Address: 1920 Seventh St., Berkeley 

Phone: 510-848-4075 For more information on any of our pro-

jects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com 

 

Faith Formation 

 

Pastor’s Note  

 

 

Honor First Responders at our                      

Annual Blue Mass                                                                           

Friday  October 6, 10:00 am  at the                                                   

The Cathedral of Christ the Light,                              

2121 Harrison St., Oakland                                                            

Oakdiocese.org/BlueMass  

 Please include the following in your         

bulletins or use as pulpit announcements:  

 All first responders and their families are 

cordially invited to attend the Blue Mass on   

Friday, October 6 at The Cathedral of Christ the 

Light. Every day, lives are saved and touched 

by first responders. This interfaith service will 

honor all those men and women who serve the 

citizens of Alameda and Contra Costa Counties, 

as well as remember all those who lost their 

lives in the line of duty in the past year.  

 Mass begins at 10:00 am and a luncheon 

will follow in the Event Center; advance              

reservations are required.  Seat reservations are 

available at oakdiocese.org/BlueMass.  

Newman-Holy Spirit Parish is celebrat-

ing 50 years of parish life in the distinctive 

Mario Ciampi building at 2700 Dwight 

Way. Come help us celebrate!  

Saturday, Sept. 30th.  Anniversary Mass 

at 5 p.m.Celebration from 6:00 - 9:00 

We’ll have food and drink, a silent auc-

tion, entertainment, and a raffle.  Visit the 

website, www.calnewman.org/50th or call 

Newman’s front desk (510) 848-7812 to let 

us know you’re coming. Please RSVP by 

Sept 24th.  

Continued from page 1 

 

While expressed in many different ways, faith formation at Saint Augustine seeks to help people: 

 

Grow in their relationship with God for the whole of life.  

Learn Catholic values and traditions and become familiar with the devotional life of the Church. 

Live as disciples of Jesus at home, at work, in the community, and in the world.  

Develop an understanding of the Bible and their faith tradition.  

Deepen their spiritual life and practices.  

Engage in service and mission to the world.  

Participate in the life and ministries of their faith community” 

 

So, faith formation may, indeed, occur at the parish picnic or on the gym floor, but it has little to do with eat-

ing hot dogs or sinking baskets, and whole lot to do with forming disciples of Jesus. 
 

(From different sources) 

Fr. Augustine 

http://www.calnewman.org/50th


 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
 

For Adults: What lessons do you draw from in today’s Gospel?  How has 

God been generous to you in this way? 
 

For Children:  Who is generous to you, even when you do not always de-

serve it? 

St. Augustine Catholic Church Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time September 24th, 2017 

Parish News 

Welcome 

     If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our 

parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on 

the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.  You may drop 

it off in the collection basket at your convenience.  

Rectory Hours 
Monday through Thursday: 9 am to 4 pm. 

The rectory is closed on Fridays. 

 

DATE CHANGE  October 21st from 10 am TO 12:30 pm Safe Envi-

ronment for Children Project –  There will be an onsite class on Saturday,    

October 21st, from 10 am to 12:30 pm.   For those who prefer to take the 

online class please login to http://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/ create a                  

personal profile and sign up for the online course.  You will receive an email 

confirmation to access the link to the course.  There is not a fee associated 

with the class.  Upon completion of the course please print your certificate and 

turn it in to the Parish office.  For more information please contact the Parish 

office.   
   

Music Class  
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how to read 

music.  They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7 pm in the church. 
 

Prayer Tree 
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on the 

1st Sundays of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on following 

days in 2017:  October 1st, November 5th and December 3rd. 
 

Taize Prayer Service 
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions, framed with 

simple music.  All are welcome!"  The service will begin on Thursday mornings 

at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 minutes.  No prior experience or training 

is necessary in order to participate; all that is needed is a desire to meet with a small 

group to spend time in prayer.  If you would like more information, please contact 

Susan Schaeffer at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729 

     St. Vincent de Paul Society,  Parish Conference: 
Accepts Donations of Non-perishable Food, Bottled Water. Leave                                  

donations in the SVdP basket in vestibule. Thank you. 
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From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator  
 

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION 
 

 Registration forms are now available for Family Faith Formation. Classes have 

begun, but it is not too late to join in. Classes are held on Sunday, between 9:10 am 

and 10:10 am. All children Kinder – 6 th grade are encouraged to register in our pro-

gram. This year we will have three separate classes, with new teachers, in Family 

Faith Formation. Kindergarden/1st Grade, Marie Treskunov. 2nd & 3rd Grade, Karen 

Glen. 4 th -6 th Grade, Natasha Mendez. Alyi Bartolomeo will be joining us as a FFF 

aide, helping with the different age groups as needed. As a team we have been pre-

paring for the program over the summer and are excited to announce some of the 

changes that will take place. The Catholic Church and St. Augustine Parish acknowl-

edge that the family, primarily the parents, are the first teachers of the faith to their 

children. To grow together as a Parish community one of the NEW additions to our 

program will be the Whole Family Faith Sunday. Once a month, the Family Faith 

community will meet as one large group, instead of the individual classes. The pur-

pose of this Sunday will be to engage the Parents and Children in faith together, that 

they can continue in their homes. This unique program will take place at the same 

time and in the same setting as the Faith Formation classes. We are excited about the 

opportunity to grow in our faith together. The Faith Formation registration forms are 

available in the vestibule of the church. The calendar for the year is also available on 

this form, as well as the Parish website. If you have any questions about the program, 

please give me a call. Karen Glen/Ministry Coordinator @ 

kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com or (510) 653- 8631 

RCIA -Are you interested in learning more about becoming a Catholic? Have you 

received the Sacraments of Baptism and First Holy Communion and desire Confir-

mation? The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults has begun. For more information 

please contact Karen kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com or Jay Mitchell jwmstau-

gustine@live.com for more information. 

CRS Fair Trade Small Faith Study – Coming soon! During the month of October 

we will have a three part study on Fair Trade, the History of Fair Trade and the 

Church’s Role in supporting Fair Trade. Look for more information to come next 

week. 

 DATE CHANGE SAVE THE DATE: October 21st FROM 10AM TO 12:30PM 

Safe Environment for Children Project – It is once again our cycle for training all 

ministry volunteers in the Safe Environment program. There will be an onsite class 

on Saturday, October 21st, from 10AM to 12:30PM. For those who prefer to take the 

online class please login to http://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/ create a personal pro-

file and sign up for the online course. You will receive an email confirmation to ac-

cess the link to the course. There is not a fee associated with the class. Upon comple-

tion of the course please print your certificate and turn it in to the Parish office. If you 

need to participate in the live course please sign the sheet in the back of the church, 

opposite the Hospitality table. If you would like more information please contact the 

Parish office. 

Join us on Sunday, October 1st @ 10:30 am Mass For the Blessing of the Ani-

mals In Honor of St. Francis of Assisi the Faith Formation Families will be accepting 

donations of newspaper, blankets, towels, pet food and pet supplies to donate to the 

local Humane Society on this weekend  

 
Ministry schedule 

 RCIA on Wednesday, Septem-

ber 27TH @ 6:15pm 

 

 Faith Formation on Sunday, 

September 27 TH @ 9:10 am – 

10:10 am 

 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

(Pending volunteer) Sunday, Sep-

tember 27TH @ 10:30 am Mass. 
 
 
 

Weekly Offering 
 

September 17th  Collection:    

$2,940.00, Includes EFT 

 

Disaster Relief Collection: 

$1,586.00 
 

 

Piano Repair Fund: $9,788 
 

In Our Prayers 
Please remember in your 

prayers those who are ill: Ivan 

Lieberburg, Andy Collins, Kevin 

Rezak,  Gloria Bautista, Gary   

Richardi, Ethen Laviene, Courtenay 

Redis, Mary Arnold 
 

And those who have died: 
Filiberta Guiza Gilda Gai, Monique 

Salaun Dearing 
 

Mass intentions 
Saturday, September 23rd, 2017, 5 pm 

Helen Prara (+) 

 

Sunday, September 24th,  2017, 8 am 

Allan D. Sanchez, Sr. (+) 

 
Sunday, September 24th, 2017, 10:30 am 

Natalie Perez 

 

Sunday, September 24th, 2017, 6 pm 

Parishioners & Benefactors 
 

 

 Electronic Funds Transfer 
IT MAKES EVERY SUNDAY COUNT! 

Application Forms are in the back of the church 

St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 Parish staff 
 Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
(510) 653-8631 ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 
 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Coordinator 
Karen Glen 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

mailto:lilac52@gmail.com
tel:415-935-1729
http://www.staugustineoakland.com
mailto:saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
mailto:raiderjenkins@att.net

