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A Spiritual Cleansing 
 

Some people say, "Why must I confess my sins 
to a priest? Can I not ask forgiveness from God 
directly?" Certainly one can, and one must, ask 
forgiveness from God! However the need for the 
sacrament of reconciliation arises from our human 
and bodily existence.  

 
Cleansing is part of our earthly life. It is neces-

sary for our well-being and sound health. Sacra-
ment of reconciliation can be understood as a 
spiritual cleansing that reenergizes the human 
spirit. Yet, it is not just a cleansing. It forgives sins. 
That is, through this sacrament God’s forgiveness 
is discernably made available to us. Through the 
forgiving action of God our sins are wiped clean. 
The imagery could be that of a chalk board or a 
white board. Once it is wiped clean whatever was 
on it disappears totally. God alone can forgive 
sins. (Luke 5:21) 

 
Why do we need a priest then? Many times we 

receive healing through the help of a physician, 
psychiatrist, counsellor and so on. Scripture says, 
“Iron sharpens iron…”(proverbs 27:17) Our spiri-
tual life, too, needs the help of another person - a 
professional at that! 

 
In our Church there will be a talk on the Sacra-

ment of Reconciliation on Wednesday, April 5
th
 

(Father Mark Wiesner) and an opportunity for indi-
vidual reconciliation on Monday, April 10

th
. I invite 

everyone to take advantage of this great opportu-
nity. 

 
 
Thank you 
 
I would like to thank all the members of the par-

ish for your prayers and support during the illness 
and death of my Dad, Joseph. It was really a diffi-
cult and painful situation since I was so far away 
from him. 

 
My dad was much loved by the local commu-

nity. He was very active in the Church and the 
community. More than 1500 people came to pay 
respects in a spirit of solidarity and love. 

 
Father Augustine 
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• Weekend Mass schedule • 

Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 

ENCOUNTER LENT ~ CRS RICE BOWL                                                                                                  

Encounter Resilience: We encounter Dita in Ethiopia, and see how her newfound entrepreneurial skills are providing 

three meals a day for her children-even during a devastating drought.  What skills have you discovered this Lent that can 

be put to good use in building God’s kingdom? Join us for a meal of Injera with Atkilt Wat (Cabbage and Crepes).  Visit 

crsricebowl.org to learn more about Ethiopia. 

  Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner) 

 
Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church which is 

bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from be-

ing confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49 

 

Thank you to all who served dinner at the Transition House on Friday, March 31st.   If you are interested in serving 

please contact Karen.  Our next service date is TBD, please watch the bulletin for more information.  We will 

continue to collect the following needed supplies: toilet paper, paper towels, laundry soap and cleaning supplies.  

Gently used dishes and linens are also appreciated.  Please place these items in the box marked specifically for 

the transition house. If you have any questions please contact Karen @ kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com   

  

During the month of April we will be focusing on our “Kare Kits”: Anyone making donations can drop off single 

serving food, socks, travel size toiletries, etc to the “Kare” basket in the vestibule of the church. Last week the 

Faith Formation children assembled 12 bags and all were picked up for delivery.  As we go out to our brothers 

and sisters in need, let us share the love of Christ with all we meet. 

 

Mark your calendars now for the Elizabeth House Shower.  In honor of Mother’s Day we will be celebrating a 

Mother/Child Shower for our special neighbors on Saturday, May 13th & Sunday, May 14th.  Gifts will be col-

lected for Moms and kids alike. Look for more information to come in next week’s bulletin. 

For more information on any of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com 

 

 

All God's People 

United in Faith 

We are "All God's People" and the 2017 Bishop's Appeal is a way for us to come together in unity to serve others 

and be generous in sharing our blessings.  With the participation of all 84 parishes, our diocese will grow stronger to-

gether, "United in Faith." 

Every family is asked to make a proportionate sacrificial pledge or gift to the Bishop's Appeal by completing a 

pledge card.  This pledge can be paid over the next 10 month. 

We realize that not everyone can make the same size gift, but we can make the same size sacrifice.  Whether you 

choose to make a pledge or a one-time gift, all gifts are greatly appreciated. 

Taizé Prayer Service 
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions, framed with simple music.  All are wel-

come!"  The service will begin on Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 minutes.  No 

prior experience or training is necessary in order to participate; all that is needed is a desire to meet with a small 

group to spend time in prayer.  If you would like more information, please contact Susan Schaeffer 

at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729. 

mailto:kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
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Question of the Week 
 

For Adults: Christ calls us from death to new life.  To what new life are you 
being called during this Lent? 

For Children:  How does Jesus help you do what is good and avoid what is 
not? 
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Parish news 
 

2016 End of Year Tax Statements 

End of year tax statements are now available for registered parishioners.  

Please call Linda in the Rectory office at (510) 653-8631 if you would like a 

copy mailed to you. 

Prayer Tree 
Please join members of the Prayer Tree  To pray “Rosary for Peace” on 

the 1st Sundays of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on the fol-

lowing dates in 2017: April 2nd, May 7th, June 4th, July 2nd, August 6th, 

September 3rd, October 1st, November 5th, December 3rd. 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society,  

Parish Conference: 
Accepts Donations of Non-perishable Food, 

Bottled Water. Leave donations in the SVdP 

basket in vestibule. Thank you. 
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From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator    

                                                                 
The importance of the way of beauty                                                 

“Every form of catechesis would do well to attend to the “way of 
beauty” (via pulchritudinis). Proclaiming Christ means showing that to 
believe in and to follow him is not only something right and true, but 
also something beautiful, capable of filling life with new splendour and 
profound joy, even in the midst of difficulties. Every expression of true 
beauty can thus be acknowledged as a path leading to an encounter 
with the Lord Jesus. This has nothing to do with fostering an aesthetic 
relativism which would downplay the inseparable bond between truth, 
goodness and beauty, but rather a renewed esteem for beauty as a 
means of touching the human heart and enabling the truth and good-
ness of the Risen Christ to radiate within it. If, as Saint Augustine says, 
we love only that which is beautiful, the incarnate Son, as the revela-
tion of infinite beauty, is supremely lovable and draws us to himself 
with bonds of love. So a formation in the via pulchritudinis ought to be 
part of our effort to pass on the faith.”                                          Pope 
Francis, Joy of the Gospel (167)                       

How is your Lent bringing you closer to God? Have you taken 
the opportunity to Encounter Lent through the CRS Rice Bowl –  
Remember to visit the Lenten Resource table to pick up books, prayer 
cards, Rice Bowl materials and other meaningful items to help you 
through your journey this Lent. It’s not too late to begin your Prayer, 
Fasting and Almsgiving.  The Rice Bowl project provides great ideas, 
prayers and recipes to help you encounter our brothers and sisters 
around the world.  Rice Bowls will be collected during Holy Week, Di-
vine Mercy Sunday, the First Sunday of Easter.  If you plan to return 
them before this time, please see an Usher to give it to.  Thank you for 
your participation in Encountering Lent. 

Hospitality: Thank you to all who have participated in bringing hos-
pitality for our weekly masses and the special celebrations we have 
enjoyed recently.  I witness a true spirit of community in our gatherings.  
In observance of our Lenten Season we are offering simpler options 
over the next couple of weeks, avoiding the sweets, etc.  Also, please 
take note that next Sunday, (Palm Sunday)  there will be NO HOSPI-
TALITY….. as we will leave the church in silence at the end of mass. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
MAY 7TH @ 1PM 

for the 

St. Augustine Talent Show 

“A Parish Potpourri” 

Any latecomers who might like to be part of our parish show, may call 

Jerry Johnson at (925) 254-4582.  

Ministry Calendar: 

Wednesday, April 5th ~ Evening 

Prayer ~ 6:00pm ~ Church 

Wednesday, April 5th ~ Fr. 

Mark Wiesner ~ 7:00 pm ~ Church 

Thursday, April 6th ~ Chrism 

Mass ~ 7:00 pm ~ Cathedral of 

Christ the Light 

Friday, April 7th ~ Stations of the 

Cross ~ 12 noon ~ Church 

Saturday, April 8th ~ RCIA Re-

treat ~ 8:30 am to 3:30 pm ~ St. Al-

bert’s Priory 

Sunday, April 9th ~ 9:15 am ~ 

Faith Formation  
Sunday, April 9th ~ 10:30 am ~ 

CLW  
Sunday, April 9th ~ 12 noon to 2 

pm ~ Liturgy Rehearsals for Trid-

uum 

Monday, April 10th ~ Lenten 

Reconciliation ~ 7:00 pm ~ Church 
 
 

Weekly Offering 

March 26th, Collection: $2,641. 

Includes EFT 
St. Vincent dePaul stewardship:  

 $43.22 
In our prayers 

Please remember in your prayers 

those who are ill:  

Ivan Lieberburg, Jim Puskar, 

June Bellen, Don Gundry, Andy 

Collins., Virginia Montalbo, Russell 

Wikander, Sylvia Lope. 

 

And those who have died: 

Ruby Toro, James Lewis, Mary 

Sales, Eleanor Wenceslao, Virginia 

Nelson. Joseph (Fr. Augustine’s fa-

ther). 

  

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, April 1st,  2017, 5 p.m. 

Sunday, April 2nd,  2017, 8 a.m. 

Sunday, April 2nd,  2017, 10:30 

a.m. 

Sunday, April 2nd,  2017,  6 p.m. 

Parishioners & Benefactors 

 

Electronic Funds Transfer 
IT MAKES EVERY SUNDAY COUNT! 

Application Forms are in the back of the church 

St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 

 Parish staff 
 Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
(510) 653-8631 ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 
 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Coordinator 
Karen Glen 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

Easter Season Schedule 
 

Evening Prayer, April 5th at 6 pm 

Stations of the Cross,  April 7th at 12 pm 

Palm Sunday, April 9th 

Lenten Reconciliation, April 10th at 7 pm 

Holy Thursday, April 13th, Mass at 7 pm 

Good Friday, Seven Last Words, April 14th at 12 pm 

Good Friday, Stations of the Cross, April 14th at 3:30 pm 

Good Friday, The Liturgy of the Lord's Passion, April 14th at 

7 pm 

Saturday Prayer Service, April 15th at 9 am 

Easter Vigil Mass, April 15th at 8:30 pm 

Easter Sunday, April 16th, Masses at 8 am & 10:30 am 

There will be no Reconciliation or 5 pm Mass on Saturday, 

     April 15th; nor will there be a 6 pm Mass on Easter Sunday, 

April 16th. 
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