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community. He believed in the solidarity of the human 

family, and that “we are tied together in the single garment 

of destiny, caught in an inescapable network of mutuality.” 

Thus, “injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” 

For Catholics, the quest for communion is our preeminent 

goal. Among the ways we pursue God is by loving others, as 

God dwells within each person. The failure to love others 

and treat them justly is a failure to become fully human. 

This mentality leads to the recognition that deleterious 

social conditions often act as obstacles to the full intellec-

tual, emotional, physical, and spiritual development of hu-

man persons. For both King and Catholics, social structures 

must always serve as the means to human flourishing. They 

should always be treated as means not ends because social 

structures can institutionalize injustice, dehumanizing the 

persons they are meant to serve. Social structures that pre-

vent people from attaining their basic needs, which serve as 

prerequisites to their full development, are incompatible 

with human dignity and must be abolished or reformed. Jus-

tice, the common good in Catholic teaching and the beloved 

community in King’s thought, must be animated by love and 

grounded in the transcendent moral law. 

 

 

 

… Martin Luther King Jr.’s most powerful vision was of 

an America no longer stained and divided by the scourge of 

racism. In one of the great speeches in human history, King 

famously said, “I have a dream that my four little children  

will one day live in a nation where they will not be 

judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their 

character.” 

That dream endures. We still dream of a day when a per-

son’s skin color will matter as much as their eye color, 

where unfair discrimination based on race will seem silly 

and strange. To achieve this, however, effort has to be made 

to break down the social construct that is race. This requires 

individual conversion through the eradication of the intellec-

tual and spiritual ignorance that generates bigotry, an effort 

that has made incredible progress in the last fifty years. It 

also necessitates the creation of a more just society. Dispari-

ties in incarceration rates, access to quality healthcare, edu-

cational attainment levels, life expectancy, and a variety of 

other social conditions generate, preserve, and entrench ra-

cial identity. These cause alienation and act as a barrier to 

the construction of the society described in King’s speech. 

As we celebrate King’s life and legacy, we can revel in 

his great achievements, but let us not forget, his work re-

mains unfinished. 

 

This article first appeared on Catholics in Alliance for the 

Common Good’s Common Good Forum. 
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Martin Luther King Jr. is a national hero, a 

remarkable figure whose courageous pursuit 

of justice compelled Americans to recognize 

and correct our nation’s failure to live up to its 

highest ideals, those so elegantly expressed in 

the Declaration of Independence. Yet King’s 

vision transcended these ideals. He articulated 

notions of equality, freedom, and justice more 

aligned with the common good than any 

imagined by our nation’s founders. For Catho-

lics, King’s philosophy is especially appealing as his per-

sonalist, communitarian worldview is remarkably consis-

tent with core Catholic principles. Meanwhile, King’s 

dream of an America united in universal brotherhood and 

sisterhood should remain the North Star that guides us as 

we work to end the divisions created by racial bigotry and 

prejudice and their enduring legacy. 

The foundation of King’s philosophy is his under-

standing of the human person. King believed in the 

“sacredness of human personality”—that each person has 

inherent dignity and worth. For King, as for Catholics, 

since we are each made in the image of God, the innate 

worth of every person is fundamentally equal. Therefore, 

as children of God, universal brotherhood and sisterhood 

define our relationships with one another. 

King rejected the premise that one’s race, occupation, 

gender, family background, natural intelligence, or skills 

determined one’s dignity and worth. He recognized that 

success, even greatness, is not determined by one’s social 

status or reputation, but by love-inspired service of others. 

King said, “Anybody can be great…because anybody can 

serve.  You don’t need to have a college degree to 

serve.  You don’t have to make your subject and verb 

agree to serve.  You only need a heart full of grace, a soul 

generated by love.” 

King recognized that as social beings, we crave fellow-

ship and can only reach our full potential as persons in c 
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Electronic Funds Transfer 
 

Responsible Stewardship Made Easy! 

 

Did you know that… 

 

43% of Americans pay one or more bills by 

direct deposit. 

51% of Americans use direct deposit for pay-

checks. 

97% are satisfied with electronic payments 

80% of Social Security beneficiaries use EFT 

to receive benefits. 

 

If you would like to start making your contri-

butions by electronic funds transfer, you may 

pick up a form at the registration table next to the 

hospitality table. 

.ƛǎƘƻǇ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ .ŀǊōŜǊΩǎ Dƻŀƭǎ 
& Vision for the Diocese 
 

In the  January 9, 2017, issue of the Catholic 

Voice, Bishop Barber laid out his goals & vision 

for the diocese.  They are as follows: 

 

1. We need to pay way more attention to “The 

Sunday Experience.” 

2. We need to continue to emphasize the Cor-

poral and Spiritual Works of Mercy. 

3. We need to form our people as Missionary 

Disciples. 

The entire article can be found in The Voice.  

If you currently are not receiving a copy, please 

contact Linda by calling the rectory at (510) 653-

8631 

 

https://millennialjournal.com/2013/01/21/dr-king-catholic-social-teaching/
https://millennialjournal.com/author/millennialjournal/


Question of the Week 
 

For Adults: We witness to Christ as John did, by living lives full of generosity, 
forgiveness, and mercy toward others.  When do you find it most difficult to 
do this? 

For Children:  Who has surprised you by doing something kind for you when 
you did not expect it? 
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Parish news 

Taizé Prayer Service 
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions, framed 

with simple music.  All are welcome!"  The service will begin on Thursday 

mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 minutes.  No prior ex-

perience or training is necessary in order to participate; all that is needed is a 

desire to meet with a small group to spend time in prayer.  If you would like 

more information, please contact Susan Schaeffer 

at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729 

Rosary Repairs 
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair?  Contact Suzy 

Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will gladly repair it free of 

charge. 

Prayer Tree 
Please join members of the Prayer Tree  To pray “Rosary for Peace” on 

the 1st Sundays of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on the fol-

lowing dates in 2017:  February 5th, March 5th, April 2nd, May 7th, June 4th, 

July 2nd, August 6th, September 3rd, October 1st, November 5th, December 

3rd. 

 

St. Vincent de Paul Society,  
Parish Conference: 

Accepts Donations of Non-perishable Food, Bottled Water. Leave dona-

tions in the SVdP basket in vestibule. Thank you. 
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From the Ministry Coordinator 

Ordinary Time ~   
Take down the tree, put away the decorations….back to the 

same old thing……but really, do we have to?  Celebrating the New 

Year should bring us hope and determination.  The New Year 

brings with it an opportunity for a clean start, improving on what is 

good and a challenge to do better for ourselves and those around 

us.  As people of faith our hope is to work together to build a better 

community, in both our parish and our neighborhood.  How do we 

accomplish this goal?  We will be offering opportunities through-

out this year  in small faith groups and in our ministries to work 

with community groups to address the social justice issues that sur-

round us.  Our focus will be on Catholic Social teaching and how 

we can share and show that to others.  If you have a cause special 

to your heart or an idea that you would like to share please let us 

know. 
 

Faith Formation~ 
Classes will resume on Sunday, January 22nd @ 9:15 am.  Due 

to unforeseen damage to the CLW classroom we have had to post-

pone classes for an additional week.  It is a perfect time to invite 

those you know who may not be in classes yet to sign up and join 

our community.  Please contact Karen at the Parish office for more 

information. 
 

Save the Dates~  
Love Letters – February 12th @ 2 pm.  Experience a reading of 

love letters with Jerry Johnson at St. Augustine.  Snacks will be 

provided.  Good will offering will be taken and all proceeds will 

benefit our Music Ministry. Anyone interested in auditioning for 

the female role contact Karen Glen @ 

kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com   

Celebrate Mardi Gras with the St. Augustine Parish – Sunday, 

February 26th after the 10:30 mass.  Join us for festive fare and mu-

sic.  Let us prepare for the Lenten Season together. 

 

For more information on any of our projects, please contact 

Karen @kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com 

Ministry schedule 
 

Wednesday, Jan 18th @ 

6:15 pm ~ RCIA  

Sunday, Jan 22nd @ 

9:15 am ~ Family Faith 

Formation  

Sunday, Jan 22nd @ 

10:30 am ~ Childrenôs 

Liturgy of the Word  

                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Weekly Offering 
January 8th Collection:  
$2,842.00 Includes EFT 
 
St. Vincent dePaul steward-

ship: $232.71 

In our prayers 
Please remember in your prayers 

those who are ill:  
Jim McMurray, Ivan Lieberburg, 

Mary Arnold, Bob Shobar, Anita 
Eble, Virginia Nelson, Jim Puskar, 
Mary Ellen King, Ruby Toro, Cour-
tenay Redis, Loraine Moran. 

  
And those who have died: 
Janet Wozenski, Lee Nelson 

  

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, January 14th, 2017, 5 

p.m. 
Sunday, January 15th,  2017, 8 

a.m. 
Sunday, January 15th, 2017, 

10:30 a.m. 
Parishioners & Benefactors 
Sunday, January 15th,  6 p.m. 
 

 
This Rectory will be closed on 

Monday, January 16th in honor 
of Dr. Martin Luther King. 

St. Augustine  
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400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 
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 Parish staff 
 Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
(510) 653-8631 ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 
 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Coordinator 
Karen Glen 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 
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