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Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

November 19th, 2017

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: What gift have you not developed as you had hoped? What could you still do?
For Children: What gift has God given you? What do you want to do with it?
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Martyrdom – Sister Rani Maria (continued)

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner)
Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church which is
bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being
confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.

On February 25th 1995 Sister Rani woke up
early, attended Holy Mass and hurried with another sister to reach the Bus stop. She was to
board the bus to the county headquarters to get
some work done. The sister who accompanied
saw her off at the bus stop and returned to the
convent. The bus moved along the country road
with many passengers. After a while three men
boarded it. They sat quite close to Sister Rani and
began to taunt her with profanity. She sat quietly
suffering all the insults. After a while one of the
man, Samandar Singh, pulled out a large knife
and stabbed sister in the stomach. They forced the
Bus to stop and tried to drag her out of the bus; as
the poor nun tried to hold on to the door of the
bus, they cut her hands off. They stabbed her
again and again, more than fifty times. Finally
they cut her throat to make sure that she was indeed dead. Till her last breath Sister Rani Maria
had kept repeating the name, “Jesus!” All these
happened before all the passengers in the bus, but
no one dared to come to the aid of the victim.
Samandar Singh and his accomplices were hired
killers to assassinate the nun.

As a Parish community we are now serving “Fellowship” coffee. This coffee is a Free Trade, Organic blend coffee
that is made available to us through a partnership of Catholic Relief Services Ethical Trade ministry. We hope you will
take the time to appreciate the coffee and know that the purchase of the coffee helps insure fair and safe conditions for
those who grow, harvest and roast it. If you would like more information about this change, please ask @ the Hospitality table.

As the news of this gruesome act spread the
authorities rushed to the scene. Also a large
crowd gathered to pay respect to the mutilated
body of the sister whom they loved. Within three

Parish News

Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our parish, we would love to invite you to
pick up a registration form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may drop it
off in the collection basket at your convenience.

Music Class
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how to read music. They are held on Wednesday
nights from 6 pm to 7 pm in the church.

Prayer Tree

Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on the 1st Sundays of the month. Rosary for
Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on following days in 2017: December 3rd.

Taize Prayer Service
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions, framed with simple music. All are welcome!" The service will begin on Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 minutes. No prior
experience or training is necessary in order to participate; all that is needed is a desire to meet with a small group to
spend time in prayer. If you would like more information, please contact Susan Schaeffer
at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729

St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference:
"The St. Vincent de Paul Conference of our parish needs help preparing and distributing the Thanksgiving Food
Boxes. Friday November 17 from 4 pm until about 7 pm, and Saturday, November 18 from 9 am to 1 pm. Please contact Mary Owens or Maureen Wikander 510 847 3585 for specific details."

Helping Our Neighbors – We will be holding fund drive to help a couple of families affected by the fires up north.
Please participate with us in raising money for a House in a Box. Beginning November 11th and concluding December
17th. Please check the information at the back of the church or call the parish office
We received a nice thank you from the Napa Humane Society. Please take a peek at the FF bulletin board. You all
make a difference!
Visit Catholic Relief Service Ethical Trade for more information on supporting Fair Trade products.
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days the killers were all arrested but not the people
who hired them! They were
produced before the court
and sentenced to life imprisonment.
Grief overflowed the aftermath of the tragic event.
The community of sisters to
whom Sister Rani belonged
was inconsolable. Sister Selmy Paul, the younger
sister of Sister Rani who was also a member of
the same Religious Order was in great shock. She
rushed to the scene and kissed the blood stained
and lacerated body of her own sister. It was a day
of mourning for the entire County.
Hundreds and thousands of people flocked to
the funeral service which was held at the Cathedral Church in the city of Indore, India. In attendance were, many bishops, hundreds of clergy
and a very large number of lay people, both
Christian and non-Christian. Everyone came to
pay homage to a nun who had poured out her life
as a libation to God in service of the poor.
[To be continued]
Father Augustine

400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 • www.staugustineoakland.com
• Weekend Mass schedule •
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

• Weekday Eucharist •
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
Saturday 4 p.m.
Also upon request

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”
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From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator

Born to Non-Belief: A Journey to Faith by Janice Kirsch
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In a novel called The Blood of the Lamb, the protagonist is a man
who “could not forgive God for not existing”. And so it was for me,
alternating sadness with anger. In the first year at my public high
school, we all were given a standardized test to determine what profession best suited us. The results came back and other students had
received recommendations such as “lawyer”, “engineer”,
“journalist”, et cetera. When I saw the words “spiritual leadership”
on my report, I went wild! Running to the administrators’ office,
cursing all the way, I ranted about how wrong the test results were
and frothed on about the need for separation of church and state. My
kind counselor shrugged her shoulders. She bought me a cherry
Coke to calm me down.
Then what would my vocation be?
I know that I entered medicine, in part, to do battle against death.
And I am also certain that I chose cancer medicine because of my father’s teachings about caring for the outcast. And for those who do
not remember, in the 1970’s, when I began my training, cancer patients were very nearly pariahs. The word “cancer” was whispered
and not considered appropriate for polite conversation. These patients, when in hospitals, were often in lonely rooms in the farthest,
dark corridors. Many were not visited by friends. Medical staff often were fearful of them and their illness. These patients were to become my source of inspiration and part of my family.
In my first year in medical school, I organized a class on cancer
medicine featuring weekly, evening lectures by luminaries in related
aspects of basic science, current and future treatments, psychology
and, on one very special night, cancer patients themselves talked
about their experiences.
One of these speakers was a 23-year old woman with very aggressive breast cancer which had necessitated the surgical removal of
both her breasts. She was as eloquent as she was exquisitely beautiful. We young medical students asked her how she managed to radiate equanimity and even joy, through her ordeals. I can hear her answer today as clearly as I did forty years ago. She was quiet for a
moment and then said, “Through all of this, I believe that, deep
within me, there is this tiny bright spark, like a little grain of sand,
that is absolutely perfect”. With these words, a door opened in my
heart, a portal to a place beyond my mind.

SAVE YOUR DATES: SET SOME TIME ASIDE FOR YOURSELF. ENJOY THE ADVENT SEASON AND PREPARE FOR
CHRISTMAS, BY JOINING IN EVENING PRAYER. EVENING
PRAYER IS A TIME OF PRAYER, REFLECTION AND MUSIC.
EVERY WEDNESDAY DURING ADVENT @ 6 PM.
Plan Now: The Children’s Mass for Christmas will be on Sunday, December 24th @ 5pm. There will be rehearsal for this Mass
on Sunday, December 17th after the 10:30 am Mass. All children
in the Parish are invited to participate in this special celebration.
Sign up forms are available in the vestibule of the church. Please
contact Karen if you have questions or need more information.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: Advent Reconciliation will be
held on Monday, December 18th @ 7pm. Prepare your hearts and
souls for a blessed and peace filled Christmas.
Join us in helping our neighbors affected by the wildfires.
We will be collecting money for the SVdP disaster program,
“House in a Box”.
Contact the Parish Office for more Information

To be Continued

Ministry schedule
Parent Meeting for Reconciliation – Monday, November 20th @ 7 pm
NO RCIA – Wednesday, November 22nd
Thanksgiving Mass – Thursday, November
23rd @ 10 am
Thanksgiving Lunch – Thursday, November
23rd @ 12:00 pm
NO FAITH FORMATION – Sunday, November 26th
NO CLW – Sunday, November 26th
Environment Change – Saturday, December 2nd

Weekly Offering
November 12th Collection: S2,989.
Includes EFT

Piano Repair Fund: $10,133.00

In Our Prayers
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Ivan
Lieberburg, Gloria Bautista,
Gary Richardi, Mary Arnold,
Anita Eble, Fr. Brian Joyce,
Shirley Mitchell.
And those who have died:
Monique Salaun Dearing,
Christal Moore, Ed Pavao, Fr.
Tony Herrera
Mass intentions
Saturday, November 18th 2017, 5
pm
Sunday, November 19th, 2017, 8
am
Sunday, November 19th, 10:30 am
Parishioners & Benefactors
Sunday, November 19th, 6 pm

Electronic Funds Transfer

staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

As we come to the close of our liturgical year, we pause with
gratitude for all of the gifts and blessings we have received. Many
people in our state, country and world are suffering from devastating losses. As a people of faith we can hold them in prayer constantly…often, we want to do something tangible. As a parish community we would like to pull together our resources to help make a
difference where we can. As we all know, our neighbors in the
Santa Rosa Diocese and the counties of Napa and Sonoma have
been displaced by the wildfires in early October. We will be participating with the St. Vincent de Paul* to help those who are
working to resettle, through the House in a Box program. This program helps to provide a family returning to a home with the necessary basics for a family of 4 people. We hope you will join us in
this effort.

IT MAKES EVERY SUNDAY COUNT!
Application Forms are in the back of the church

