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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: Who are the least of your sisters and brothers for whom you do care? Who are those whom you ignore?
For Children: To which person did you especially try to show the love and care of Jesus?

Parish News

Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our parish, we would love to invite you to
pick up a registration form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may drop it
off in the collection basket at your convenience.

Music Class
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how to read music. They are held on Wednesday
nights from 6 pm to 7 pm in the church.

Prayer Tree

Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on the 1st Sundays of the month. Rosary for
Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on following days in 2017: December 3rd.

Taize Prayer Service
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions, framed with simple music. All are welcome!" The service will begin on Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 minutes. No prior
experience or training is necessary in order to participate; all that is needed is a desire to meet with a small group to
spend time in prayer. If you would like more information, please contact Susan Schaeffer
at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729

St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference:
The St. Vincent dePaul Conference Giving Tree is available and ready to have donors pick up an ornament this
weekend and next weekend. Please be sure to fill out your name and phone number on the sign-up sheet at the table
near the tree. Suggested value for gifts is $25. Gifts must be returned to the church by December 10th.
Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner)
Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church which is bruised,
hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from
clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.
As a Parish community we are now serving “Fellowship” coffee. This coffee is a Free Trade, Organic blend coffee that is made
available to us through a partnership of Catholic Relief Services Ethical Trade ministry. We hope you will take the time to appreciate the coffee and know that the purchase of the coffee helps insure fair and safe conditions for those who grow, harvest and roast
it. If you would like more information about this change, please ask @ the Hospitality table.
Thank you for visiting our Fair Trade table at the Holiday Boutique. Sponsored by Catholic Relief Service Ethical Trade we
were able to provide items for sale that will benefit people around the world who rely on their craft trade to provide for their families. We will continue to provide opportunities to support this worthwhile program.
Part of a Letter from the Napa Humane Society
Thank You.
Your donation keeps our community moving forward—closer and closer to the humane society we all dream of inhabiting. Our
programs are working every day to prevent needless suffering, and to nurture human-animal bonds throughout the Napa Valley.
You are helping make our community safer, kinder and healthier than it has ever been before. Thank you. Together we make
Napa Humane.
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Martyrdom – Sister Rani Maria (continued)
Maria in the state of
Sister Selmy Paul and
The hired killer, Samandar Singh, was lanKerala, India. They were
guishing in prison serving a life sentence. He had Samandar Singh
welcomed by the fambeen abandoned by his patrons and was now a
ily members and Mr.
very bitter and desolate man. Swami Sadhananda
Singh was adopted as
(Father Michael Porattakara) visited the prisoner.
a member of the famThrough his frequent visit the priest was able to
ily.
gain the confidence of Samander Singh. The
priest then asked Mr. Singh, “would you be open
This great act of
to a visit by Sister Selmy Paul, the biological sisChristian forgiveness
ter of Sister Rani Maria?” Now, the meeting was
was quite alien to Mr.
not easy to arrange. Sister Selmy was hesitant,
Singh. It changed his life; he asked to be baptized
nay, terrified at the thought of meeting face to
and became a Christian.
face with the man who killed her sister so bruAt the beatification ceremony seated in the autally. Mr. Singh, now a sorry figure, did not know
dience was Samandar Singh; next to him sat Siswhat to expect or how it will all turn out.
ter Selmy Paul and other family members of SisThe priest encouraged both and eventually
ter Rani Maria. After the beatification, talking to
they agreed to meet. On August 31, 2002 Sister
one of the news agencies, Mr. Singh said,
Selmy Paul visited the prison together with the
“I accept full responsibility for my heipriest and expressed her forgiveness. Mr. Singh, a
nous murder of Sister Rani Maria. I cannot
Hindu, could not believe it; he was so overcome
say that I was a hired killer, because my
with grief and repentance. And he asked for forown hands stabbed her repeatedly and for
giveness for his crime. The following year
this I will regret my actions till the day I
mother of Sister Rani Maria to came to the prison
die.” He continued, “I regularly visit her
and visited Mr. Singh. In a gesture of forgiveness
tomb. For me, it is like a sanctuary of
she kissed both the hands of the prisoner.
peace and strength. I want everyone to
know that Christians work to make India
Meanwhile the family members found courage
great. The missionaries give us hope
to forgive Mr. Singh. They petitioned the court
through their service, which is to make us
for his pardon. Mr. Singh was released from
a strong and independent people.”
prison in 2006. Father Michael (Swami Sadhananda) who had played a significant role in all this,
Father Augustine
took Mr. Singh under his wings. Together they
paid a visit to the parental home of Sister Rani
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• Weekend Mass schedule •
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

• Weekday Eucharist •
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
Saturday 4 p.m.
Also upon request

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”
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From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator

Born to Non-Belief: A Journey to Faith by Janice Kirsch
Later that year, we students began to visit patients in the clinical setting. Talking to patients has always been more of a joy
than actual work. I believe that is true because one can become
immersed in their concerns, without judgment, without thought
of oneself. And what of that “tiny perfect spark”? It was right
there before me, in their eyes. When looking deeply, I suddenly
saw a person who was not ill and who never would perish, as
we, ironically, planned our fight to conquer illness. What is it
that I was seeing (and still see) in their eyes. I could find no
other words than “the divine”. But then the angry child would
silently scream, “I’m an atheist!” But it was too late. I could no
longer believe the non-believer.
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On December 23, 2015, my husband had a grand mal epileptic seizure from which he could not regain full consciousness. If
I had been at my usual workplace, he would have died that day.
At the hospital on Christmas Eve, I waited near the CT scanner,
a test that would confirm the diagnosis of a large brain tumor. I
crouched on the floor and did something I did not know how to
do. I prayed. I asked for help from Him whose image on the
cross has called to me since childhood.
I begged that I might be able at least to talk to my husband
one last time. The hospital sounds then became distant and I
was aware of another presence. I saw, in a way that did not feel
like usual seeing, a young man with loving eyes and comforting
power crouching nearby. A sense of peace embraced me. No
words were spoken, no specific promises were offered, save
one, that He would not abandon me.
So far, the scans show no return of tumor. And yes, there is
pain and, sometimes, fear. But through this, we have found a
new peace. My parents and grandparents were rarely at peace.
But they valued justice and compassion. They thought that they
were atheists, but I no longer believe that. My feeling is that
they were too hurt to recognize that “bright, perfect spark”
within them. But their values stuck with me. Then for reasons
that I will never know, I was graced by faith.
And so I have been placed on a long path that has, at long
last, led me here.

As we come to the close of our liturgical year, we pause with gratitude
for all of the gifts and blessings we have received. Many people in our
state, country and world are suffering from devastating losses. As a people
of faith we can hold them in prayer constantly…often, we want to do
something tangible. As a parish community we would like to pull together
our resources to help make a difference where we can. As we all know, our
neighbors in the Santa Rosa Diocese and the counties of Napa and Sonoma
have been displaced by the wildfires in early October. We will be participating with the St. Vincent de Paul* to help those who are working to resettle, through the House in a Box program. This program helps to provide
a family returning to a home with the necessary basics for a family of 4
people. We hope you will join us in this effort. UPDATE: Due to the challenges for the people in the area, we have decided to put this project forward into our Lenten Season. The need will be great for a long time, so we
invite you to pray in preparation for your role in this ministry.
SAVE YOUR DATES: SET SOME TIME ASIDE FOR YOURSELF.
ENJOY THE ADVENT SEASON AND PREPARE FOR CHRISTMAS,
BY JOINING IN EVENING PRAYER. EVENING PRAYER IS A TIME
OF PRAYER, REFLECTION AND MUSIC. EVERY WEDNESDAY
DURING ADVENT @ 6 PM.
Plan Now: The Children’s Mass for Christmas will be on Sunday, December 24th @ 5pm. There will be rehearsal for this Mass on Sunday, December 17th after the 10:30 am Mass. All children in the Parish are invited
to participate in this special celebration. Sign up forms are available in the
vestibule of the church. Please contact Karen if you have questions or need
more information.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: Advent Reconciliation will be held on
Monday, December 18th @ 7pm. Prepare your hearts and souls for a
blessed and peace filled Christmas.
Thank you to all who came out to enjoy the fun of our Holiday Boutique! It was wonderful to see many of you bring delicious food to share
and your excitement at shopping from our many parishioner sponsored tables. It took many hands at work, but was truly a wonderful afternoon.
Dinner with Fr. Augustine won by Parishioner Kristina Smith

Ministry schedule
First Sunday of Advent ~FAITH
FORMATION – Sunday, December 3rd @ 9:10 am CLW – Sunday,
December 3rd –TBD
Environment Change – Saturday,
December 2nd

Weekly Offering
November 19th Collection: S2,693.
Includes EFT
Campaign for Human Development: $358

Piano Repair Fund: $10,133.00

In Our Prayers
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Ivan
Lieberburg, Gloria Bautista,
Gary Richardi, Mary Arnold,
Anita Eble, Fr. Brian Joyce,
Shirley Mitchell, Loraine Moran.
And those who have died:
Monique Salaun Dearing,
Christal Moore, Ed Pavao, Fr.
Tony Herrera, Douglas Jones.
Mass intentions
Saturday, November 25th 2017, 5
pm
Sunday, November 26th, 2017, 8
am
Sunday, November 26th, 10:30 am
Sunday, November 26th, 6 pm
Parishioners & Benefactors

Electronic Funds Transfer
IT MAKES EVERY SUNDAY COUNT!
Application Forms are in the back of the church

