
It is no longer fashionable to 

talk about the Four Last 

Things: Death, judgment, 

Heaven, and Hell. Yet they 

try to describe the four 

truths a soul experiences in 

life, and after life. They were often com-

mended as a collective topic for medita-

tion; Saint Philip Neri wrote, "Beginners 

in religion ought to exercise themselves 

principally in meditation on the Four Last 

Things." Traditionally, the sermons 

preached on the four Sundays of Advent 

were on the Four Last Things. 

Death is a universal human experi-

ence. Everything that begins has an end. 
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Last Things 
First ... 

Please See Page 4 
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Saint Augustine Catholic Church 

• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 

400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 • www.staugustineoakland.com 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 

San Damiano: A Place for All People 
November 9:  Br. Mike Minton, OFM, San Damiano Re-

treat Center 
   
East Africa and Pope Francis 
November 16: Matt Dulka, Regional Director, Maryknoll 

Deacon, Diocese of Oakland 
 

Advent Reflection 

November 30: Fr. Leo Edgerly, Pastor, Corpus Christi 

Parish 

 

“Who am I to Judge?” 

December 7: Fr. Stephan Kappler, Pastor St. Jarlath 

Parish & Psychotherapist 
    
Sessions are held at St. Theresa Event Center (4850 Clarewood 

Dr) and begin at 9:15am with hospitality. For more information or to 
attend as a guest, contact Courtenay Redis at courtenaymorganre-
dis@gmail.com 

Women in God’s Spirit 
Fall 2016; We Are Called 

The Catholic Campaign for 
Human Development 

CCHD was founded in 1970 by the Catholic bishops 

of the United States as their domestic anti-poverty pro-

gram.  They realized that established charitable services 

alone were not creating the changes people needed to stay 

out of poverty.  With a goal of creating sustainable sys-

tems, the bishops worked to address the policies and 

structures that perpetuate poverty.   

CCHD funds programs in communities across the 

United States.  By giving a hand up, rather than a hand-

out, CCHD helps people living in poverty join together to 

identify problems, make decisions, and find ways to im-

prove their lives and neighborhoods. 

Your support helps to end poverty through building 

solidarity in our communities.  Working together, we can 

reach out to our brothers and sisters living on the periph-

ery of society.  Please visit www.povertyusa.org for more 

details of CCHD’s efforts to spread Christ’s love by help-

ing to break the cycle of poverty in your community and 

across the country. 

Bereavement, parting, pain and fear are generally part of 

death. Even some of the saints had a great fear of death. 

Death, for a Christian, is transforming not a final destruc-

tion. It is not easy to put into words exactly what this trans-

formation is like. As the Scripture says, “For when they rise 

from the dead … [they] are like angels in heaven” (Mark 

12:25.) 

Practically every religion speaks about some sort of 

judgment of a person at the end of this earthly sojourn.  

Even the ancient Egyptian religious paintings depict a judg-

ment scene. In a balance, a person’s heart is weighed 

against a feather. If the heart is lighter than the feather, the 

person is judged as good, and vice versa. In the Bible a 

graphic judgment scene is portrayed in Matthew, Chapter 

25. It is not easy to state precisely the nature of the judg-

ment. However, it can be stated that it is a commonly held 

human belief. 

Heaven too is a widely held human belief. Different re-

ligions describe it differently. It is described as a beautiful 

mansion, a beautiful garden, a place where human desires 

find fulfillment, etc. For a Christian the best description of 

Heaven could be understood in the light of the Resurrection 

of Jesus Christ as explained by Saint Paul in 1 Corinthians 

15. It clearly proves that heaven is not a “pie in the sky by 

and by” as Karl Marx puts it. Heaven is being in the pres-

ence of God. As Saint Paul says, “For now we see in a mir-

ror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know 

only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been 

fully known.” (1 Cor.13:12) 

Most religions speak of Hell as well. It is described as a 

place of punishment, torment, suffering, etc. If one reads, 

Dante’s Divine Comedy or John Milton’s Paradise Lost 

there are vivid human descriptions of Heaven, Hell and Pur-

gatory. Interesting or frightening, as the case may be, they 

are more the work of a fertile human imagination. It may be 

proper to say that hell is ‘not being in the presence of God.’ 

As the Catechism of the Catholic Church says… [it is] “self

-exclusion from communion with God and the 

blessed” (CCC 1033.) 

Thank You: I am sure that parishioners will notice the 

new format of our Parish Bulletin. It is the result of  pains-

taking work by the Parish Council. I like to thank the mem-

bers of the council in the name of the parish, especially the 

president of the Parish Council, Mike Marino, who spent a 

lot of time designing it. Thank you for your service of love. 

Father Augustine 

From the pastor   
Continued from Page 1 
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Question of the Week 
 

For Adults: How does your belief in  the resurrection of the dead affect the 
way you live? 

For Children:  Has someone in your family or among your friends died?  Do 
you think about that person in heaven?  What do you hope to talk about with  
that person? 
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Parish news 

Save the Date 
Our 1st Annual Liturgical Ministers Retreat will be held on Saturday, No-

vember 12th.  Our morning will begin together with breakfast and a prayer ser-

vice.  Liturgical ministers will then meet together in small groups to share 

thoughts about their ministry and how it has enriched their faith journey.  The 

retreat will begin @ 8:30 am and conclude by 11 am. If you have any ques-

tions please check with your ministry leader. More information will follow! 

Taize Prayer 
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions, framed 

with simple music.  All are welcome!"  The service will begin on Thursday 

mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 minutes.  No prior ex-

perience or training is necessary in order to participate; all that is needed is a 

desire to meet with a small group to spend time in prayer.  If you would like 

more information, please contact Susan Schaeffer 

at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729 

Prayer Tree 
Please join members of the Prayer Tree  to pray “Rosary for Peace” on the 

1st Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on following 

days in 2016:  November 6th, and December 4th. 

Rosary Repairs 
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair?  Contact Suzy 

Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will gladly repair it free of 

charge. 

Year of Mercy Community Project 
  The Parish Council invites you to participate in our project to “Buy a 

Child a Pair of Shoes”.  We have adopted St. Martin de Porres School on 41st 

Ave in Oakland as the recipients of our project.  This school in our local com-

munity will benefit by helping to provide a pair of black Nike shoes for each 

student.  The cost to us is approximately $40 per pair (there was a change in 

the cost, due to the type of shoe we needed).  We are thrilled to report that the 

first three weeks have brought in over $3,000.  This covers approximately 65 

pairs of shoes. Donations will be accepted through the close of the Year of 

Mercy.  Envelopes are available in the back of the church for you to place 

your donations.  Just look for the shoe boxes. 

St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 

 Parish staff 
 Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
(510) 653-8631 ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 
 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Coordinator 
Karen Glen 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

From the Ministry Coordinator 

A Prayer For Our Country 

Novena prayer is for mercy and peace in America~ With just a few days til our Na-

tional Election, let us pray 

NEW HAVEN, Conn. – As the election season draws to a close, the 

Knights of Columbus has invited the nation to take part in a novena prayer for 

peace and wisdom in America. The novena, a prayer that is repeated each day 

for nine days, begins Monday, Oct. 31, and ends on Election Day, Tuesday, 

Nov. 8. It addresses Mary, the Mother of Jesus, whom Catholics believe lived 

her entire life with perfect faith, hope and love. “Under her title as the Im-

maculate Conception, Mary is the patroness of the United States of America, 

and Catholics look to her when the country faces times of change and chal-

lenge,” said Knights of Columbus CEO Carl Anderson. “All Christians are 

invited to pray for Mary’s guidance and protection as a wise and loving 

mother, and to thank her for blessing the nation with abundant gifts.” Ander-

son said the prayer may be said individually, as a family or in other group set-

tings. The text of the novena reads:  Most Holy Trinity: Our Father in Heaven, 

who chose Mary as the fairest of Your daughters; Holy Spirit, who chose 

Mary as Your Spouse; God the Son, who chose Mary as Your Mother, in un-

ion with Mary we adore Your Majesty and acknowledge Your supreme eternal 

dominion and authority. Most Holy Trinity, we put the United States of Amer-

ica into the hands of Mary Immaculate in order that she may present the 

country to You. Through her we wish to thank You for the great resources of 

this land and for the freedom which has been its heritage. Through the inter-

cession of Mary, have mercy on the Catholic Church in America. Grant us 

peace. Have mercy on our President and on all the officers of our govern-

ment. Grant us a fruitful economy, born of justice and charity. Have mercy on 

capital and industry and labor. Protect the family life of the nation. Guard the 

precious gift of many religious vocations. Through the intercession of Our 

Mother, have mercy on the sick, the tempted, sinners — on all who are in 

need. Mary, Immaculate Virgin, Our Mother, Patroness of our land, we praise 

you and honor you and give ourselves to you. Protect us from every harm. 

Pray for us, that acting always according to your will and the Will of your Di-

vine Son, we may live and die pleasing to God. Amen. The prayer was com-

posed by Cardinal Patrick O'Boyle, former archbishop of Washington, in 

1959.    

 Altar Server Invitation  
Children who have received their sacraments of Reconciliation and First 

Holy Communion are invited to join us in training to be an altar server.  The 

training will occur on Saturday, November 12th @ 1pm in the church.  Join us 

to prepare for participation in our liturgy during the Advent season.                                                                                             
 

For more information on any of our projects, please contact Karen 
@kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com. 

Weekly Offering 
October 30th, 2016, Collec-

tion: $3,596.00 Includes EFT 
 

St. Vincent dePaul Steward-
ship:  $140.85 

 

St. Vincent dePaul Collec-
tion $1,691.00 

 

Ministry schedule 
Wednesday, Nov 9th , RCIA In-

quiry @ 6:15 pm in the Rectory 
Sunday, Nov 13th @ 9:10 am: 

NO Family Faith Formation 
Sunday, Nov 13th  @ 10:30 am 

mass: NO Children’s Liturgy of 
the Word. 

Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick: All Masses on Nov 12th 
& 13th 

 

In our prayers 
Please remember in your 

prayers those who are ill:  
Jim McMurray, Tammy, Terry, 

Karen Miller, Bob Shobar, Fran-
ces, Karen Burns, Kathy Glen, 
Ivan Lieberburg. 

And those who have died: 
Loretta Schmitz, Mari Kittel, 

John Cody, Evelyn Schumacher, 
Willie Dinkins 

 

Mass intentions 
Saturday, November 5th,  

2016, 5 p.m. 
Sunday, November 5th, 2016, 

8 a.m. 
Sunday, November 5th,  

2016,10:30 a.m. 
Parishioners & Benefactors 
Sunday, November 5th,  2016, 

6 p.m. 
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