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Just think of all the preparations we make when 

the first child is expected in our family.  I’m sure there 

are advance preparations as other children come along, 

too, but especially when parents are still new at it, un-

tried, somewhat anxious, waiting, expectant; they go 

out of their way to see that they have all the proper 

equipment, to see that the room is ready, the sleeping 

arrangements clear and clean, the feeding equipment 

and bathing equipment in proper supply. 
 

 It is an anxious time, certainly, but a very joyful 

time as well, one filled with expectant hope and antici-

pation of new life.  The arrival of this child will truly 

make a difference in their lives – forever.  They ask 

themselves often: “Are we ready?” 
 

 The Church sets aside the season of Advent as 

our preparation time for the coming of Christ anew into 

our hearts.  It, too, is meant to be a time filled with joy-

ful anticipation and hope.  And it is a time that requires 

some prep work, some attention given to the state of our 

interior home, our spirit, our soul.  Are we really ready 

and waiting?  Are we poised to welcome the Lord into 

our hearts with fresh enthusiasm, renewed faith? 
 

 Christ’s presence anew in our lives, just like the 

presence of a new child, can make a difference in our 

lives forever.  We cannot just continue as we have been 

going.  We cannot misplace our priorities any more.  

We have someone far more important among us, within 

us, that we are called to pay attention to. 

 Certainly, one manner of preparation that many 

of us engage in is to take a time, however brief, of 

prayer and reflection during the days of Advent.  And 

we prepare our hearts by reaching out to others, seeing 

in our sisters and brothers in need, the face of our 

brother Jesus whom we serve – through the Giving 

Tree, our food to St. Vincent de Paul, our Wednesday 

evening prayer and so on. 
 

 And, we can take advantage of the great Sacra-

ment of Renewal and Repentance that the Lord has 

given us – the Sacrament of Divine Forgiveness 

(confession).  We have an opportunity to celebrate this 

great Sacrament before Christmas this year.   
 

 Our communal celebration of Reconciliation 

(with private confession) will be held at St. Augustine 

Church at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, December 18th. Eve-

ryone is welcome to experience Divine Forgiveness. 

 

Fr. Augustine 

 

• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 
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Are We Ready? 

     

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner)  
 

Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church which is 

bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being 

confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49. 

 • As a Parish community we are now serving “Fellowship” coffee. This coffee is a Free Trade, Organic blend coffee 

that is made available to us through a partnership of Catholic Relief Services Ethical Trade ministry. We hope you will 

take the time to appreciate the coffee and know that the purchase of the coffee helps insure fair and safe conditions for 

those who grow, harvest and roast it. If you would like more information about this change, please ask @ the Hospital-

ity table.  

•Coming Soon: We all know that our neighbors in the Santa Rosa Diocese have experienced devastating fires and are 

struggling to put some normalcy back into their lives as they relocate and rebuild. Though the fires have subsided, our 

desire to help calls us to continue to keep them in our prayers and consider practical ways to help. In the New Year the 

St. Augustine Parish Community will be working to provide much needed support for those needs. Check back here for 

more information 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

 

For Adults: What work of justice could you do this week to bring someone joy? 

 

For Children:  What could you do for someone this week to make them happy? 

Parish News 

Welcome 

     If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our parish, we would love to invite you to 

pick up a registration form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.  You may drop it 

off in the collection basket at your convenience.  

   

Music Class  
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how to read music.  They are held on Wednesday 

nights from 6 pm to 7 pm in the church. 

 

Taize Prayer Service 

Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions, framed with simple music.  All are wel-

come!"  The service will begin on Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 minutes.  No prior 

experience or training is necessary in order to participate; all that is needed is a desire to meet with a small group to 

spend time in prayer.  If you would like more information, please contact Susan Schaeffer 

at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729 
     

Christmas and New Year’s Mass Schedule 
 

18th December, Monday:    7 PM Advent Reconciliation 
 

23rd December, Saturday:   5 pm Mass  
 

24th December, Sunday:     10:30 AM  Mass (No 8 AM or 6 PM Masses) 

      5 PM Children’s Mass/Christmas Pageant 

      11:30 PM Lessons and Carols, Midnight Mass 
 

25th December, Monday:    10:30 AM Christmas Day Mass 
 

1st January, Monday:           10:00 AM Solemnity of Mary Mass 
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From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator  
 
Pope Benedict on the Benevolent Plan of God (Part 3 of 3)  As St. Paul writes to the 

Christians of Corinth: "What eye has not seen, and ear has not heard, and what has not entered 

the human heart, what God has prepared for those who love him," this God has revealed to us 

through the Spirit.For the Spirit scrutinizes everything, even the depths of God"(2:9-10). And 

St. John Chrysostom, in a famous comment on the beginning of the Letter to the Ephesians, 

invites us to enjoy all the beauty of this "benevolent plan" of God revealed in Christ, and St. 

John Chrysostom says: "What are you lacking? You have become immortal, you have become 

free, you have become a child, you have become righteous, you are a brother, you have be-

come a joint heir, to reign with Christ, with Christ you are glorified. Everything is given to us, 

and - as it is written - "how will he not also give us everything else along with him?" (Rom 

8:32). Your firstfruits (cf. 1 Cor 15,20.23) is adored by angels [...]: what do you miss? "(PG 

62.11). This communion in Christ through the Holy Spirit, offered by God to all men with the 

light of Revelation, is not something that overlaps with our humanity, but it is the fulfilment 

of the deepest human longings, of the desire for infinity and fullness that dwells in the depths 

of the human being, and opens it up not to a temporary and limited happiness, but eternal. St. 

Bonaventure, referring to God who reveals Himself and speaks to us through Scripture to lead 

us to Him, says this:  "Sacred Scripture is [...] the book in which the words of eternal life are 

written so that not only we believe, but may also possess eternal life, in which we shall see, 

we shall love and all our wishes shall be realized "(Breviloquium, Ext., Opera Omnia V, 

201S.). And finally, Blessed Pope John Paul II recalled also that - and I quote - " Revelation 

has set within history a point of reference which cannot be ignored if the mystery of human 

life is to be known. Yet this knowledge refers back constantly to the mystery of God which 

the human mind cannot exhaust but can only receive and embrace in faith "(Encyclical Fides 

et Ratio, 14). In this perspective, what is then, the act of faith? It is man's response to God's 

Revelation, which is made known, which shows His loving plan for humanity, and is, to use 

an expression of St. Augustine, allowing ourselves be grasped by the truth that is God, a truth 

that is love . This is why St. Paul emphasizes that we owe God, who has revealed His mys-

tery, "obedience of faith" (Rom 16:26; see 1.5, 2 Cor 10: 5-6), the attitude with which man 

commits his whole self freely to God, offering the full submission of intellect and will to God 

who reveals, and freely assenting to the truth revealed by Him" (Dei Verbum, 5). Obedience 

is not an act of coercion, it is letting go, surrendering to the ocean of God's goodness All this 

leads to a fundamental change in the way we deal with the whole of reality, everything ap-

pears in a new light, it is therefore a true "conversion," faith is a "change of mentality" be-

cause the God who has revealed Himself in Christ, and has made known His plan, seizes us, 

draws us to Himself, becomes the meaning that supports life, the rock on which it can find 

stability. In the Old Testament we find an intense expression on faith, which God entrusts the 

prophet Isaiah to communicate to the king of Judah, Ahaz. God says: "Unless your faith is 

firm you shall not be firm" (Is 7.9 b). There is therefore a link between being and understand-

ing that expresses how faith is a welcoming into our lives God's vision of reality, letting God 

guide us through His Word and Sacraments to understand what we must do, the path we must 

take, how to live. At the same time, however, it is precisely understanding according to God, 

seeing with His eyes that makes our lives more solid, which allows us to "stand", not to fall.                                                  

Dear friends, Advent, the liturgical season that we have just begun and that prepares us for 

Christmas, places us before a the luminous mystery of the coming of the Son of God, the great 

"Benevolent Plan" with which he wants to draw us to Himself, to help us live in full commun-

ion of joy and peace with Him Advent invites us once again, in the midst of many difficulties, 

to renew our awareness that God is present: He came into the world, becoming a man like us, 

to bring His plan of love to fullness. And God demands that we become a sign of his action in 

the world. Through our faith, our hope, our love, He wants to enter the world again and again 

He wants to shine His light in our night. Thank you. 

DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY: SET SOME TIME ASIDE FOR YOURSELF. 

ENJOY THE ADVENT SEASON AND PREPARE FOR CHRISTMAS, BY JOINING IN 

EVENING PRAYER. EVENING PRAYER IS A TIME OF PRAYER, REFLECTION AND 

MUSIC. NEXT WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20TH  @ 6 PM.  

Plan Now: The Children’s Mass for Christmas will be on Sunday, December 24th @ 5pm. 

All children in the Parish are invited to participate in this special celebration.  Please contact 

Karen if you have questions or need more information.  

Advent Reconciliation will be held on Monday, December 18th @ 7pm. Prepare your 

hearts and souls for a blessed and peace filled Christmas.  

 
Ministry schedule 
 
Advent Evening Prayer ~ Wednes-

day, Dec 20th @ 6 pm                                                                                     

RCIA ~ Wednesday, Dec 20th @ 

6:30 pm in the Chapel                                                                                           

NO Faith Formation ~ Sunday, Dec 

24th                                                                                                             

Children’s Christmas Mass ~ Sun-

day, Dec 24th @ 5pm                                                                                               
 

Weekly Offering 
 

December 10th,  Collection:        

$2,882. Includes EFT 
 

Religious Retirement: $367 
 

Immaculate Conception: $343. 
 

Piano Repair Fund: $10,333.00 
  

In Our Prayers 

Please remember in your 

prayers those who are ill: Ivan 

Lieberburg, Gloria Bautista, 

Gary  Richardi, Mary Arnold, 

Anita Eble, Fr. Brian Joyce, 

Shirley Mitchell, Loraine Moran, 

Gohar Khalaji  

  

And those who have died: 
Fr. Tony Herrera, Douglas Jones, 

Aaron Permillion, Massomeh 

Afif. 
  

Mass intentions 

Saturday, December 16th 2017, 5 

pm 

 

Sunday, December 17th, 2017, 8 

am 

 

Sunday, December 17th, 10:30 am 

Parishioners & Benefactors 

 

Sunday, December 17th,  6 pm 
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400 Alcatraz Ave  
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(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
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 Parish staff 
 Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
(510) 653-8631 ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 
 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Coordinator 
Karen Glen 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Catholic Funeral & Cemetery Services 

Kate Neal will be offering a series on Grief Ministry meant to train any-

one interested in starting a grief program at St. Augustine’s.  This 4 week 

series will be held at San Damiano Retreat Center and will be offered every 

Thursday in January with both morning and evening sessions to accommo-

date schedules.  Space is limited; the deadline to register is Monday, Decem-

ber 19th.  Participants may register by calling Kate at 510-267-8339 or by 

email at katen@cfcsoakland.org. 
 

The Topics will include: 

 

    Thursday, January 4th: Introduction to Grief Ministry, the Psychology 

of Grief:  This workshop will cover how to start a grief ministry at your par-

ish, and what the main schools of thought around grief are. 
 

Thursday, January 11th:  Create a safe space:  This workshop will 

cover best practices of creating an atmosphere, maintaining a safe environ-

ment, facilitation a small group, listening exercises and how to refer compli-

cated grief. 
 

Thursday, January 18th:  Best Practices:  In this workshop, we will be 

sharing the best practices for the workshop such as prayers and rituals and 

best practices for getting the word out about your group and boosting. 
 

Thursday, January 25th:  Sharing your story:  How to give witness to 

your own grief  journey. 
 

All trainings are free and led by Kate Neal, Catholic Funeral and 

Cemeteries Director of Grief Ministry. 

Gaudete Sunday 
Certain Sundays throughout the liturgical year have taken their names from 

the first word in Latin of the Introit, the entrance antiphon at Mass. Gaudete 

Sunday is one of these.  

Gaudete Sunday is a joyous celebration. Although it takes place during the 

usually penitential period of Advent, Gaudete Sunday serves as a mid-point 

break from the austere practices to rejoice in the nearness of Jesus' return in 

three ways. 

WHEN IS GAUDETE SUNDAY? 

Gaudete Sunday is the third Sunday of Advent. The date usually falls be-

tween December 11 to 17 each year.  

WHERE DOES THE NAME COME FROM? 

The Introit for Gaudete Sunday, in both the Traditional Latin Mass and 

the Novus Ordo, is taken from Philippians 4:4,5: "Gaudete in Domino sem-

per" ("Rejoice in the Lord always"). 

PRIEST CLOTHING 

Like Lent, Advent is a penitential season, so the priest normally 

wears purple vestments. But on Gaudete Sunday, having passed the midpoint of 

Advent, the Church lightens the mood a little, and the priest may wear rose 

vestments. The change in color provides us with encouragement to continue 

our spiritual preparation—especially prayer and fasting—for Christmas. 

DECOR 

For this same reason of lightening the mood, the third candle of the Advent 

wreath, first lit on Gaudete Sunday, is traditionally rose-colored. 
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