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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: How do you open your heart to what God wants for you? How do you follow the pathway that leads to
happiness?
For Children: Is there something hard you need to do this week? What might make it easier?

Oakland, California

• Feast of the Nativity of the Lord •

December 25th, 2017

Christmas Musings
One of the troublesome things about human beings
is also one of the glories of human beings. We
never really get it all together!

Parish News

Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our parish, we would love to invite you to
pick up a registration form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may drop it
off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Music Class
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how to read music. They are held on Wednesday
nights from 6 pm to 7 pm in the church.
Taize Prayer Service
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions, framed with simple music. All are welcome!" The service will begin on Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 minutes. No prior
experience or training is necessary in order to participate; all that is needed is a desire to meet with a small group to
spend time in prayer. If you would like more information, please contact Susan Schaeffer
at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729

New Year’s Mass Schedule
1st January, Monday:

Saint Augustine Catholic Church

10:00 AM Solemnity of Mary Mass

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner)

We are not the kind of creatures, like the angels,
who make a decision once and for all, and, forever
have put their whole heart and soul into it, their
whole being. So they are either condemned if they
have aligned themselves against God or are forever
with God if they have chosen to be one with Him
who made them.
But we human beings are not like that. We are
always “more or less”. We never can sum ourselves up once and for all. There are always pieces
of our personalities, pieces of our being left out, left
over.
Therefore, we are always capable of change, of
growth, of repentance, or turning from evil to good
or, regrettably, from good to evil.

Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I Prefer a Church which is
bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being
confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.

For us conversion of the heart is never over and
done with as long as we live upon this earth. There
is always something more, someone more, beckoning us onward and forward.

As a Parish community we are now serving “Fellowship” coffee. This coffee is a Free Trade, Organic blend coffee
that is made available to us through a partnership of Catholic Relief Services Ethical Trade ministry. We hope you will
take the time to appreciate the coffee and know that the purchase of the coffee helps insure fair and safe conditions for
those who grow, harvest and roast it. If you would like more information about this change, please ask @ the Hospitality table.

So, there is no one that we can “give up on”, and
no persons who can take pride in their present
blessedness and righteousness, lest they soon fall
from grace.

Catholic Worker of Oakland Transitional housing, community services, and weekly hot meals. Summer live-in interships available. Address: 4848 International Blvd. Oakland, CA Phone: 510-533-7375 Email: oaklandcatholicworker@yahoo.com
The Multicultural Institute Transitioning immigrants from poverty and isolation to prosperity and participation. They
need people to prepare meals, perform legal help, tutor kids, train classes in construction. Address: 1920 Seventh St.,
Berkeley Phone: 510-848-4075.
For more information on any of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com

The celebration of Christmas is a time when we
can change our lives, when we can take a step
closer to the Lord – or back further away. It is an
opportunity provided us by God to pick up some of
the loose, scattered pieces again, to bring another
part of our lives, our attitudes, our hearts under the
sway of the love of God.
What a joy it is to be such a weak human being,
to be so wonderfully made, that at any given time,
we can begin again, turn again, and be converted
and know that we are accepted and loved, forgiven
and blessed, because of Him who loves us and was
not ashamed to become one of us weak, fickle,
changeable human beings.
Blessed Christmas to all!
Fr. Augustine

400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 • www.staugustineoakland.com
• Weekend Mass schedule •
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

• Weekday Eucharist •
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
Saturday 4 p.m.
Also upon request

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”
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SVdP would like to give thanks for your wonderful support of our
5th Sunday contributions over the years.
On Sunday, December 31st, we will have our last fifth Sunday of the
year.
We with all of our parishioners a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year and a very big Thank You to all of our dedicated volunteers.
Mary, Pat, Florence, and Maureen.
St. Vincent dePaul Christmas Food Drive
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Music Director
April McNeely
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Office Manager
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Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Prayer Tree

Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on the 1st
Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on following
days in 2018: January 7th, February 4th, March 4th, April 8th (second Sunday), May 6th, June 3rd, July 1st, August 5th, September 2nd, October 7th,
November 4th, and December 2nd.
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From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator

Reflection on the Fourth Sunday of Advent – The Advent Season,
primarily the middle of December has traditionally been a hard time
in my life. I have experienced many difficult circumstances in my 40
years of adulthood during this time of the year. This year as I reflect
on the difficulties and losses, I am humbled by the grace that God has
provided me over the years, the comfort to know that He is with me
in all things and the awe of the fulfillment of the promise of healing
and growth that manifests in these trials. One of the beautiful things I
have experienced from this is the compassion God has gifted in my
heart. Often, I would realize that those around me would not know
the suffering and sadness that I was experiencing. I also, did not have
the strength to share it and possibly get the love and support that
many would have liked to provide. My encouragement is to always,
but especially this time of the year, look to the needs of those around
us. Many are experiencing heart ache, loss and sadness. Our friends
and neighbors suffer silently with loneliness, illness, anxiety, depression, chemical dependency, family division and financial worry.
Much can be shared and many approaches can be taken. May we during this transition from Advent to Christmas invite the Christ Child to
live warmly in our hearts. May He help us to have hearts full of humility, mercy, compassion and love. Hearts like His. Let Christ work
through us, and if we are the ones who are in need, heartbroken and
struggling, may we experience His love and compassion through
those around us. My love and prayers are with all of you at all times,
but especially during this wondrous Christmas time. I thank God for
each and every one of you, every day.

Ministry schedule

SAVE THE DATE: Ash Wednesday is coming soon. This year the
Season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 14th. Mark
your calendars to join in the Parish Lenten Focus of Prayer, Fasting
and Almsgiving. More information will be available in the New Year.

Mass intentions
Saturday, December 23rd, 5 pm

Safe Environment for Children Project 2017 was the year for all
volunteers to recertify their Safe Environment for Children Project. If
you have not completed this training please log onto the following
link to register on line and complete the class. http://
www.virtusonline.org/virtus/ If you do not have computer access
please contact the Parish office to be placed on the list for a live training class that will be held in January.

Sunday, December 24th 2017, 5 pm
Anne Kolowitcz (+)
Monday, December 25th, 2017,
Midnight Mass.
Arnold Gil D. Sanchez (+)

NO RCIA on December 27th or
January 3rd
Faith Formation Resumes on
January 14th @ 9:10 am
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
resumes on Sunday, January 14th
@ 10:30 am Mass

Weekly Offering
December 17th, Collection:
$2,966. Includes EFT
Piano Repair Fund: $10,333.00

In Our Prayers
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Ivan
Lieberburg, Gloria Bautista,
Gary Richardi, Mary Arnold,
Anita Eble, Fr. Brian Joyce,
Shirley Mitchell, Fr. Terry
Tompkins, Michael Dodds
And those who have died:
Fr. Tony Herrera, Douglas Jones,
Aaron Permillion, Fr. Richard
Pieries, Primus Jackson.

Sunday, December 24th, 10:30 am
Parishioners and Benefactors

Monday, December 25th, 10:30 am
Frank Tuba (+)

