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The name "January" comes from the Roman god 

Janus; the god with two faces, one looking to the past 

and the other looking to the future. This is, indeed, a 

time to look back at the year that has just ended and to 

look forward to the New Year ahead of us. How did I 

spend this one year of my life that has just passed? Did 

I use it to advance my goals and objectives in life? Did 

I use it to enhance the purpose of my existence? Could I 

have done better last year in the way I invested my time 

between the demands of work, family, friends and soci-

ety, and the demands of my spiritual life? What things 

did I achieve last year and what did I fail to achieve? 

How can I consolidate the achievements of last year 

while reversing the failures and losses in this New 

Year? Through soul searching questions like these we 

find that a review of the past year naturally leads to set-

ting goals and resolutions for the New Year. 

 

There are people who tell you that there is no point 

making New Year resolutions. Do not believe them. We 

must set goals and make resolutions as a necessary con-

clusion to our review of the past year. And we do need 

to review our lives from year to year because, as Socra-

tes says, the unexamined life is not worth living. 

 

New Year is also the feast of Mary, Mother of God. 

Mary is a model of new life in Christ that all of us wish 

for ourselves in the New Year. There we see that Mary 

was prepared to do something to realize this goal. What 

did she do? We read that the shepherds, when they went 

to adore the Child Jesus in the manger, told all that the 

angels had said to them. "But Mary treasured all 

these words and pondered them in her heart" (Luke 

2:19). Again after the boy Jesus was found in the Tem-

ple, we are told that 

"His mother treas-

ured all these 

things in her 

heart" (Luke 2:51). 

Mary was a woman 

who valued the 

word of God, who 

treasured it and 

made time to medi-

tate and ponder it. It 

is true that the holi-

ness of Mary is at-

tributed to the grace 

of God, but this 

should not make us forget that she needed to make an 

effort in order to cooperate with the grace of God. She 

pondered the word of God in order to discern what God 

was saying to her at every stage in her life as the hand-

maid of God. 

 

Whatever the situation in which we find ourselves - 

a hardship, a disappointment, a decision to make - God 

has a solution, an answer that is right for us. We tell 

God about it in prayer but we also listen to what God 

has to tell us about it. Prayer is a conversation with God 

but sometimes all we do is pick up the phone, read out 

the list of our problems to God and drop the phone 

without listening to hear what God has to say to us. Let 

us today resolve to listen more to the voice of God, to 

treasure God's word and ponder it in our hearts. Then 

we shall be able to realize our New Year resolution(s).  
 

Fr. Augustine 

 

• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 
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Welcome 2018 

 
Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner)  

 

Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I Prefer a Church which is 

bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being 

confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.  

As a Parish community we are now serving “Fellowship” coffee. This coffee is a Free Trade, Organic blend coffee 

that is made available to us through a partnership of Catholic Relief Services Ethical Trade ministry. We hope you will 

take the time to appreciate the coffee and know that the purchase of the coffee helps insure fair and safe conditions for 

those who grow, harvest and roast it. If you would like more information about this change, please ask @ the Hospital-

ity table.  

 Catholic Worker of Oakland Transitional housing, community services, and weekly hot meals. Summer live-in in-

ternships available. Address: 4848 International Blvd. Oakland, CA Phone: 510-533-7375 Email: oaklandcatholic-

worker@yahoo.com  

The Multicultural Institute Transitioning immigrants from poverty and isolation to prosperity and participation. They 

need people to prepare meals, perform legal help, tutor kids, train classes in construction. Address: 1920 Seventh St., 

Berkeley Phone: 510-848-4075  

For more information on any of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com  

 

SAVE THE DATE: Ash Wednesday is coming soon. This year the Season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on 

February 14th. Mark your calendars to join in the Parish Lenten Focus of Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving. More infor-

mation will be available in the New Year.  

Safe Environment for Children Project 2017 was the year for all volunteers to recertify their Safe Environment for 

Children Project. If you have not completed this training please log onto the following link to register on line and com-

plete the class. http://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/ If you do not have computer access please contact the Parish office to 

be placed on the list for a live training class that will be held in January.  

Midnight Mass 

 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

 

For Adults: What does your family do to honor and respect its oldest members? 

 

For Children:  Who are the oldest people you know, and what can you learn from them? 
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From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator  
 

A Catholic smartphone? Surprisingly, you’ll find plenty of smartphone apps to 

help you become a better Catholic. Simply type “Catholic” in your phone’s app store 

search index, and you’ll find a long list of apps including prayers, Catholic radio sta-

tions, Confession guides, Bibles, etc. Instead of texting or checking email during idle 

time, make use of those apps to learn more about your faith. 

 Find a patron saint ~ If you don’t have a patron saint, it’s time to find one! Saints 

are our heroes in faith and are powerful intercessors for us in heaven. You might 

want to learn more about the saint you were named after, your Confirmation saint, 

the patron saint of your profession or hobby or any saint who interests you.  

Attend daily Mass ~ Most parishes offer daily mass during the week in the morn-

ing, evening or during lunch. Since the group attending is usually small and there is 

often no singing, most daily masses will only take about 30 minutes of your day. In 

return, you’ll receive extra graces and blessings for the small sacrifice.  

Go to Confession every month ~ Yes, it’s difficult to face your sins and say them 

out loud, but frequent reception of the Sacrament of Reconciliation gives you the 

grace to fight those sins and perhaps finally defeat them. If your parish’s allotted time 

for the sacrament conflicts with your schedule, call the parish office to make an ap-

pointment.  

Read the Bible ~ If you don’t own a Catholic Bible, invest in one and keep it out 

where you will see it every day. Attend a Bible study if your parish offers one or ask 

your priest to start one if it’s not available. You’ll also find helpful guides online or 

in a Catholic bookstore. 

 Get involved with your parish ~ Volunteering as a lector, Eucharistic Minister, 

choir member or usher requires a very small time commitment but will pay off by 

helping you to feel like an important part of your parish. For other ideas, call your 

parish office and ask for volunteer opportunities that will fit your schedule.  

Pray the Rosary ~ The Rosary has been hailed by saints and popes alike as a pow-

erful weapon to defeat evil and a beautiful way to meditate on the gospels. There are 

many powerful blessings and promises granted to those devoted to the Rosary.  

Check out Catholic radio ~ Catholic radio stations are popping up all over Amer-

ica and you need not live near one to listen in. Most stations broadcast online or offer 

smartphone apps. Try a few different stations and programs to find one that interests 

you. 

 Read about your faith ~ If all you do is go to mass every Sunday, you’re missing 

out on many wonderful resources for your faith. This year, resolve to read at least 

five books on Catholic topics. Pray to the Holy Spirit for guidance.  

Spend some time in front of the blessed Sacrament ~ Many parishes offer Eucha-

ristic Adoration, but you can stop by a Catholic church any time the doors are open 

and spend a little quality time with Christ. Even just 10-15 minutes on a regular basis 

will deeply improve your spiritual life  

 
Ministry schedule 
 
NO RCIA on January 3rd  
 

Faith Formation Resumes on Janu-

ary 14th @ 9:10 am  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word re-

sumes on Sunday, January 14th @ 

10:30 am Mass  
 

 

Weekly Offering 

 
 

Christmas Collection:$4,764.50 

 

 

Piano Repair Fund: $10,333.00 

  

In Our Prayers 

 

Please remember in your 

prayers those who are ill: Ivan 

Lieberburg, Gloria Bautista, Gary  

Richardi, Anita Eble,  Shirley 

Mitchell,  Fr. Terry Tompkins, Mi-

chael Dodds, Suzy Arnhart, Fr. 

Brandon Macadeag, Cindy 

Macadeag, Steve Phelps. 

  

And those who have died: Fr. 

Tony Herrera, Douglas Jones, 

Aaron Permillion, Fr. Richard 

Pieries,  

 

 

Mass intentions 

 

Saturday, December 30th,  5 pm 

 

Sunday, December 31st,  8:00 am 

 

Sunday, December 31st, 10:30 am 

Marcella McKay (+) 

 

Sunday, December 31st,  6 pm. 

Parishioners & Benefactors 

 

 

 
 

 

St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 Parish staff 
 Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
(510) 653-8631 ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 
 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Coordinator 
Karen Glen 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

 

Midnight Mass 

Parish News 

Welcome 

     If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending 

our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form lo-

cated on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.  

You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.  

   

Music Class  
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how to 

read music.  They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7 pm in the 

church. 

 

Taize Prayer Service 

Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions, 

framed with simple music.  All are welcome!"  The service will begin on 

Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 minutes.  No 

prior experience or training is necessary in order to participate; all that is 

needed is a desire to meet with a small group to spend time in prayer.  If 

you would like more information, please contact Susan Schaeffer 

at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729 

 

    Prayer Tree 

Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on 

the 1st Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on fol-

lowing days in 2018:  January 7th, February 4th, March 4th, April 8th 

(second Sunday), May 6th, June 3rd, July 1st, August 5th, September 2nd, 

October 7th, November 4th, and December 2nd. 
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