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Palm Sunday 
Passion Sunday — The Sunday before Easter, Palm 

Sunday, is observed by virtually all Christians. But for 

the Roman Catholic Church it is also Passion Sunday 

during which all stand for readings and meditations 

from the passion account. The feast has a bittersweet 

taste. Though it celebrates the King’s triumphal entry 

into Jerusalem amidst hosannas, the parade leads 

straight to the Lord Jesus’ suffering and death on Cal-

vary. 

Passion Sunday / Palm Sunday has a split personal-

ity. It starts with an upbeat gospel recounting Jesus’ tri-

umphal entry into Jerusalem. It is a festive affair, com-

plete with a parade route strewn with palm branches 

instead of ticker tape. But we quickly progress to the 

stark reading of Jesus’ passion, bearable only because 

we already know its happy ending. Mel Gibson’s film 

did us a favor in reminding us how shockingly brutal 

the whole business really was. 

The crowd that was cheering during the parade was 

jeering a few days later. They’d been wowed by His 

sermons, fed with loaves and fishes, healed of their dis-

eases, and delivered of their demons. But as soon as the 

tide began to turn, so did they. Their cries of “Hosanna” 

turned to shouts of a very different kind: “Crucify him!” 

Of course, He was not surprised in the least. The 

gospels tell us that He knew the human mind and heart 

all too well. He was not fooled by all the acclamations 

and fanfare. Flattery could not swell His head. He had 

no illusions of grandeur or ambition for worldly glory. 

In fact, our second reading tells us that He had willingly 

emptied Himself of heavenly glory in pursuit of His true 

passion – His Father's will and our salvation. 

Jesus “set His face like flint.” He was on a mission 

and nothing would deter Him. He barreled through bar-

riers that usually stop us dead in our tracks–fear of ridi-

cule, fear of suffering, abandonment by our closest 

companions. He was willing to endure the sting of sin to 

blot out sin, and was eager to face death in order to 

overcome it. 

 

Continued on page 4 

 

Oakland, California                                            • Palm Sunday •                                            April 9th,  2017  

Saint Augustine Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 • www.staugustineoakland.com 
ω ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘ aŀǎǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ω 

Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

ω ²ŜŜƪŘŀȅ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘ ω 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

ω {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ wŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ω 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

ά ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ōȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ IƛƳΣ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ IƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ IƛƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
MAY 7TH @ 1PM 

for the 

St. Augustine Talent Show 

“A Parish Potpourri” 
Any latecomers who might like to be part of our parish show, may call Jerry Johnson at (925) 254-4582.  

   

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner) 

 
Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church which is 

bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from be-

ing confined and from clinging to its own security.ò Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49 

 

Thank you to all who served dinner at the Transition House on Friday, March 31st.   If you are interested in serv-

ing please contact Karen.  Our next service date is TBD, please watch the bulletin for more information.  We will 

continue to collect the following needed supplies: toilet paper, paper towels, laundry soap and cleaning supplies.  

Gently used dishes and linens are also appreciated.  Please place these items in the box marked specifically for the 

transition house. If you have any questions please contact Karen @ kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com   

  

During the month of April we will be focusing on our “Kare Kits”: Anyone making donations can drop off single 

serving food, socks, travel size toiletries, etc to the “Kare” basket in the vestibule of the church. Last week the Faith 

Formation children assembled 12 bags and all were picked up for delivery.  As we go out to our brothers and sisters 

in need, let us share the love of Christ with all we meet. 

 

Mark your calendars now for the Elizabeth House Shower.  In honor of Mother’s Day we will be celebrating a 

Mother/Child Shower for our special neighbors on Saturday, May 13th & Sunday, May 14th.  Gifts will be collected 

for Moms and kids alike. Look for more information to come in next week’s bulletin. 

For more information on any of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com  

Taizé Prayer Service 
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions, framed with simple music.  All are wel-

come!"  The service will begin on Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 minutes.  No prior 

experience or training is necessary in order to participate; all that is needed is a desire to meet with a small group to 

spend time in prayer.  If you would like more information, please contact Susan Schaeffer 

at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Continued from page 1 

Diamonds may be a moving testimony to love, but the laying down of one’s life is even more compelling. And 

though this life is human and therefore vulnerable, it is also divine and, therefore, infinite in value. It is a gift so 

valuable that it outweighs every offense committed from the dawn of time till the end of the world. A gift so power-

ful that it melts hearts, opens the barred gates of paradise, and makes all things new. 

 

(Part of a reflection by Dr.M. D'Ambrosio) 

mailto:kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
mailto:kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
mailto:lilac52@gmail.com
tel:415-935-1729
https://www.crossroadsinitiative.com/author/gandalf/


Question of the Week 
 

For Adults: When have you felt that you betrayed the confidence of another, 
as Peter did when he denied Jesus? 

For Children:  When have you let someone down who trusted you?  How did 
you feel? 
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Parish news 
 

2016 End of Year Tax Statements 

End of year tax statements are now available for registered parishioners.  

Please call Linda in the Rectory office at (510) 653-8631 if you would like a 

copy mailed to you. 

Prayer Tree 
Please join members of the Prayer Tree  To pray “Rosary for Peace” on 

the 1st Sundays of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on the fol-

lowing dates in 2017:  May 7th, June 4th, July 2nd, August 6th, September 

3rd, October 1st, November 5th, December 3rd. 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society,  

Parish Conference: 
Accepts Donations of Non-perishable Food, 

Bottled Water. Leave donations in the SVdP 

basket in vestibule. Thank you. 
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From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator    
                                                                 

Peace includes justice      

Peace in society cannot be understood as pacification or the mere ab-

sence of violence resulting from the domination of one part of society 

over others. Nor does true peace act as a pretext for justifying a social 

structure which silences or appeases the poor, so that the more affluent 

can placidly support their lifestyle while others have to make do as they 

can. Demands involving the distribution of wealth, concern for the poor 

and human rights cannot be suppressed under the guise of creating a 

consensus on paper or a transient peace for a contented minority. The 

dignity of the human person and the common good rank higher than the 

comfort of those who refuse to renounce their privileges. When these 

values are threatened, a prophetic voice must be raised. Nor is peace 

“simply the absence of warfare, based on a precarious balance of power; 

it is fashioned by efforts directed day after day towards the establish-

ment of the ordered universe willed by God, with a more perfect justice 

among men”. In the end, a peace which is not the result of integral de-

velopment will be doomed; it will always spawn new conflicts and vari-

ous forms of violence.” (Pope Francis, Joy of the Gospel (218-219)                       

Have you taken the opportunity to Encounter Lent through the 

CRS Rice Bowl –  Rice Bowls will be collected during Holy Week, Di-

vine Mercy Sunday, the First Sunday of Easter.  If you plan to return 

them before this time, please see an Usher to give it to.  Thank you for 

your participation in Encountering Lent. 

Art and Environment:  Help Wanted ï Help is needed to transform 

our church for Holy Week Services. Wednesday, April 12th from 5 pm 

to 9 pm, preparing for our Holy Thursday Mass. Saturday, April 14th, 

join us for Saturday morning prayer at 9 am. Transformation of the 

church for the Easter Vigil will begin following the service.  All ages 

and abilities are welcome. 

Easter Flowers:  All are invited to contribute to the beauty of the 

Church during the Easter Season.  We have envelopes available in the 

pews for your contributions to the flowers purchased.  The envelopes 

can be placed in any collection basket.  We thank you in advance for 

your generosity. 

Hospitality: Join us after the Easter Vigil Mass to celebrate the New-

est Members of our St. Augustine Family. 

 
 

Ministry Calendar: 

 

No RCIA on Wednesday, 

April 12th 

 

No Faith Formation on 

April 15th (Easter Sunday) or 

April 23rd 

 

No Childrenôs Liturgy of 

the Word on April 15th 

(Easter Sunday) or April 23rd 
 
Weekly Offering 

 

April 2nd, Collection: $3,388. 

Includes EFT 
St. Vincent dePaul steward-

ship:   $133.20 
 

In our prayers 

 

Please remember in your 

prayers those who are ill:  

Ivan Lieberburg, Jim Puskar, 

June Bellen, Don Gundry, Andy 

Collins., Sylvia Lope. 

 

And those who have died: 

Ruby Toro, James Lewis, 

Mary Sales, Eleanor Wenceslao, 

Virginia Nelson. Joseph (Fr. 

Augustine’s father). 

  

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, April 8th  2017, 5 

p.m. 

Parishioners & Benefactors 

Sunday, April 9th, 2017, 8 

a.m. 

Arnold Gil D. Sanchez (+) 

Sunday, April 9th, 2017, 10:30 

a.m. 

Gerald Rice Sr. (+) 

Sunday, April 9th, 2017,  6 

p.m. 

Electronic Funds Transfer 
IT MAKES EVERY SUNDAY COUNT! 

Application Forms are in the back of the church 

St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 

 Parish staff 
 Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
(510) 653-8631 ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 
 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Coordinator 
Karen Glen 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

Easter Season Schedule 
Palm Sunday, April 9th 

Lenten Reconciliation, April 10th at 7 pm 

Holy Thursday, April 13th, Mass at 7 pm 

Good Friday, Seven Last Words, April 14th at 12 pm 

Good Friday, Stations of the Cross, April 14th at 3:30 pm 

Good Friday, The Liturgy of the Lord's Passion, April 14th at 

7 pm 

Saturday Prayer Service, April 15th at 9 am 

Easter Vigil Mass, April 15th at 8:30 pm 

Easter Sunday, April 16th, Masses at 8 am & 10:30 am 

There will be no Reconciliation or 5 pm Mass on Saturday, 

     April 15th; nor will there be a 6 pm Mass on Easter Sunday, 

April 16th. 

http://www.staugustineoakland.com
mailto:saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
mailto:raiderjenkins@att.net

