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(Vatican Radio) Pope Francis thanked all mothers 

for their precious role in society and for what they give 

to the Church and to the world. 
Reflecting on the role of mothers in society and in 

the Church, he pointed out that the Church too is a 

mother, “our mother” and that no believer is an orphan.  
The Pope said that for all our symbolic glorifica-

tion of mothers, their important contribution to the 
life of society, their daily sacrifices and their aspira-
tions are not always properly appreciated.  

Even in Christian communities – he said – often 
mothers are not listened to. He said that their 
voices should be taken more into consideration 
and they should be supported in their aspirations. 

Mothers, Pope Francis said, “are an antidote to 
the spread of self-centeredness, a decline in open-
ness, generosity and concern for others”. 

And speaking of motherhood, the Pope said 
that it “is more than childbearing; it is a life choice, 
entailing sacrifice”, respect for life, and commit-
ment to passing on those human and religious val-
ues which are essential for a healthy society. 

A society without mothers, the Pope said, would 
be an "inhuman society" because even in the dark-
est moments "mothers are witnesses of tender-
ness, dedication and moral strength". Mothers - he 
continued - are the ones who transmit "the deep 
sense of the practice of religion, the first prayers, 
the first gestures of devotion. The value of faith in 
the life of a human being is a message that moth-
ers transmit without having to give too many expla-
nations". He said that explanations come later, but 
the "germ of faith is in those first, precious mo-

ments" of life, and without mothers, Francis 
pointed out, "not only there would be no new faith-
ful, but faith itself would lose a good part of its sim-
ple and profound warmth."     
   Recalling the words of Archbishop Oscar Ro-
mero who was assassinated while serving Mass in 
El Salvador in 1980, Francis said he spoke of a 
“martyrdom of mothers”, whose sensitivity to all 
that threatens human life and welfare is a source 
of enrichment for society and the Church.  “To be a 
mother does not only mean to give life to a child, it 
is a choice of life, the choice of giving life. This is 
beautiful” he said. 

Concluding his catechesis, Pope Francis asked 
all to join him in thanking mothers everywhere for 
what they are, and for all that they give to the 
Church and to our world. 

 

• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
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Motherôs Day Reflection  From Pope 

Francis 

 

Catholic Charities of the East Bay 2017 Annual Parish Collection  
 

Weekend of May 21st 

 
 

 

 

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner)  

 

~ Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church 

which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is un-

healthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.ò Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49 

 

Thank you to all who have shown interest in serving dinner at the Transition House.   Our next service date 

will be in June, please watch the bulletin for more information.  I also wanted to extend a big thanks to all who 

have contributed in-kind items. We will start collecting items again when we have a scheduled date.  If you have 

any questions please contact Karen @ kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com   

  

We are again collecting items for the “Kare Kits” that we will put together in June.  These kits, the size of a 

gallon Ziploc bag, hold socks, hygiene products, ready to eat foods and a reflective prayer card.  Some of the 

items we would love to have are: gum, ready to eat pop top meals, granola bars, individual cereals, peanut butter 

or fruit; toothbrushes, travel size toothpaste, shampoo and soap; men’s or women’s socks; combs, mittens, hats.  

Please place these items in the bin marked “Kare Kits” in the vestibule of the church.   

 

Thank you to all who participated in “showering” the Elizabeth House with gifts.  Your generosity helped to 

provide more than was ever expected for the current families that reside at Elizabeth House.   

For more information on any of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com 

 

Save the Date 

This year Pentecost is on June 3rd & 4 th. Mark your calendars now to join in celebrating the Birth-

day of the Church ~ With Our Parish Buffet 

(Bring any special/ethnic dish you would like to share after your mass) 

 

 

Art and Environment Needs You!  Join us to change the environment for our Pentecost celebration, Sat-

urday, June 3rd @ 10:30 am and Feast of Corpus Christi, Saturday, June 10th @ 10:30 am.  For more 

information please call the parish office. 

 

 

What does the Lord require of you? To act justly, love tenderly, and to walk humbly with your 

God (Micah 6:8). Each year we are invited to partner with Catholic Charities of the East Bay and 

walk together, reaching out to the marginalized in our community. Catholic Charities of the East 

Bay is our charity and as such makes us one of the largest providers of social services in the East 

Bay. Your financial gifts help the Church welcome the stranger, heal trauma, and lift people out of 

poverty.  Please give generously to this appeal on May 20th and 21st.  For more information con-

tact Steve Mullin, Director of Engagement, at 510-768-3165 or smullin@cceb.org) 

mailto:kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
mailto:kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
tel:(510)%20768-3165


Question of the Week 
 

For Adults: In a challenge you face right now, what will it mean to live 

the way of Jesus Christ. 

 

For Children:  Name some ways you can be more like Jesus when you are 

playing with your friends or family. 
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Parish news 

 Welcome 
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our par-

ish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on the 

table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.  You may drop it 

off in the collection basket at your convenience.  

   Prayer Tree 
Please join members of the Prayer Tree  To pray “Rosary for Peace” on 

the 1st Sundays of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on the fol-

lowing dates in 2017:  May 7th, June 4th, July 2nd, August 6th, September 

3rd, October 1st, November 5th, December 3rd. 

 

Taize Prayer Service 
 
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions, framed with simple 

music.  All are welcome!"  The service will begin on Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will 

last approximately 25 minutes.  No prior experience or training is necessary in order to par-

ticipate; all that is needed is a desire to meet with a small group to spend time in prayer.  If 

you would like more information, please contact Susan Schaeffer 

at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society,  
Parish Conference: 

Accepts Donations of Non-perishable Food, Bottled Water. Leave dona-

tions in the SVdP basket in vestibule. Thank you. 
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: From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator  

 

Mary - Mother of Christ, Mother of the Church (Part 1 of 3)  

 

~ Since the Virgin Mary's role in the mystery of Christ and the Spirit has 

been treated, it is fitting now to consider her place in the mystery of the 

Church. "The Virgin Mary . . . is acknowledged and honored as being truly 

the Mother of God and of the redeemer. . . . She is 'clearly the mother of the 

members of Christ' . . . since she has by her charity joined in bringing about 

the birth of believers in the Church, who are members of its head." "Mary, 

Mother of Christ, Mother of the Church."                                                             

Wholly united with her Son                                                                                                                           
Mary's role in the Church is inseparable from her union with Christ and flows 

directly from it. "This union of the mother with the Son in the work of salva-

tion is made manifest from the time of Christ's virginal conception up to his 

death";  it is made manifest above all at the hour of his Passion:                                                                                                                               

Thus the Blessed Virgin advanced in her pilgrimage of faith, and faith-

fully persevered in her union with her Son unto the cross. There she 

stood, in keeping with the divine plan, enduring with her only begotten 

Son the intensity of his suffering, joining herself with his sacrifice in her 

mother's heart, and lovingly consenting to the immolation of this victim, 

born of her: to be given, by the same Christ Jesus dying on the cross, as a 

mother to his disciple, with these words: "Woman, behold your son."                                                                                                                                                               
After her Son's Ascension, Mary "aided the beginnings of the Church by her 

prayers." In her association with the apostles and several women, "we also see 

Mary by her prayers imploring the gift of the Spirit, who had already over-

shadowed her in the Annunciation."                                                                          

. . . also in her Assumption                                                                                                                                     
"Finally the Immaculate Virgin, preserved free from all stain of 

original sin, when the course of her earthly life was finished, was 

taken up body and soul into heavenly glory, and exalted by the 

Lord as Queen over all things, so that she might be the more fully 

conformed to her Son, the Lord of lords and conqueror of sin and 

death." The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin is a singular partici-

pation in her Son's Resurrection and an anticipation of the resur-

rection of other Christians:                                                                                                             

In giving birth you kept your virginity; in your Dormition you 

did not leave the world, O Mother of God, but were joined to 

the source of Life. You conceived the living God and, by your 

prayers, will deliver our souls from death. 

 

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church                                                                                   

Part 1, Section 2, Chapter 3, Article 9, Paragraph 6 (963-966) 

Ministry schedule 

Ministry Calendar:  

 

RCIA on Wednesday, May 

17th @ 6:15 pm   

                                                                                                   

Sunday, May 21st ~ Faith 

Formation @ 9:10 am 

 

Childrenôs Liturgy of the 

Word on Sunday, May 21st 

@ 10:30 am mass 

 

 
 

Weekly Offering 
 

May 7th  Collection: $3,488.00 
 

St. Vincent dePaul steward-

ship:  $69.73 
  

In our prayers 
 

Please remember in your 

prayers those who are ill:  

Ivan Lieberburg, Jim Puskar, 

Andy Collins, Sylvia Lope, Kevin 

Rezak, Gloria Bautista, Laura 

Patterson. 

  

And those who have died: 

Mary Sales, Eleanor 

Wenceslao, Virginia Nelson. Jo-

seph (Fr. Augustine’s father), 

Jaime Lopez, Daniel O’Donovan. 

  

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, May 13th ,  2017, 5 

p.m. 

Sunday, May 14th, 2017, 8 

a.m. 

Sunday, May 14th, 2017, 

10:30 a.m. 

Parishioners & Benefactors 

Sunday, May 14th, 2017, 6 pm 

   
 

Electronic Funds Transfer 
IT MAKES EVERY SUNDAY COUNT! 
Application Forms are in the back of the church 

St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 Parish staff 
 Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
(510) 653-8631 ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 
 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Coordinator 
Karen Glen 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

mailto:lilac52@gmail.com
tel:415-935-1729
http://www.staugustineoakland.com
mailto:saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
mailto:raiderjenkins@att.net

