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Art and Environment invites you to join in transforming the Church for Pentecost. Help is needed on Saturday, June 3rd from 10:30 am until 2:30 pm. Please call the Parish office for more information.

Saint Augustine Catholic Church
Oakland, California

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner) ~ Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved
in serving others in our community.

Pastor’s Note

“I prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a
Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel,
Pope Francis #49

Month of May

Thank you to all who have shown interest in serving dinner at the Transition House. Currently the home
for Immigrants is going through its own transition. We will keep you informed as more opportunities to help
become available. In the mean time we will not be collecting supplies for them until further notice. If you
have any questions please contact Karen @ kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
The Faith Formation students assembled “Kare Kits” with the generous donations of many parishioners.
These kits, the size of a gallon Ziploc bag, hold socks, hygiene products, ready to eat foods and a reflective
prayer card. We invited you to pick one up at the Faith Formation table and keep it in your car. If you had
the opportunity to reach out to our brothers and sisters in need, and would like to share your experience,
please email Karen @ kglen.staugustinmc@gmail.com or drop a hand written note into the collection basket.
Thank you to all who participated in “showering” the Elizabeth House with gifts. Your generosity helped
to provide more than was ever expected for the families that reside there. For more information on any of our
projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com

CRS Response to Hunger Crisis in Africa
Marc McKimmey 510-768-3176 mmckimmey@cceb.org CRS.org
As you may have seen in the media, the hunger crisis across the Horn of Africa is growing worse with 23 million
people on the brink of starvation because of sustained drought exacerbated by El Niño weather patterns as well as by
violence and insecurity. The countries where this slow-onset but large-scale disaster is occurring includes South Sudan,
Somalia, Kenya, Ethiopia and Uganda.
In South Sudan, hundreds of thousands are trying to survive famine. Nearly half the country—or 4.9 million people—are now going hungry. That number will grow when the “lean season” arrives in July, just before harvest and as
food reserves have been exhausted.
In Somalia, which is also plagued by decades of civil unrest, the newly elected government has declared the current
drought a national emergency, with rains over the past 2 years that have been either insufficient or nonexistent in many
places. The United Nations is warning that without enough rain by the end of April, famine is likely there too. The
world’s last declared famine, which lasted from 2010 to 2012 in Somalia, resulted in 260,000 deaths.
Catholic Relief Services is on the ground in most of the affected countries responding to this crisis on behalf of the
Catholic community in the United States. It is providing emergency food, water, cash grants, health services and vocational training for the most vulnerable people, including those who have been displaced from their homes. For more information about this emergency and how CRS is responding please go to the CRS website at CRS.org/stories/faminethreatenseast-africa.
CRS has put together some resources to assist communities of faith to respond to the crisis: (1) prayers and liturgical
resources in both English and Spanish, (2) advocacy resources for contacting your Congressional representative to provide funds for emergency aid, (3) articles about CRS efforts in various countries, (4) donation information for CRS
emergency response. To access these resources, please go to the Catholic Relief Services resource center at CRS.org/
getinvolved/learn/resource-center/respond-hunger-crisis-africa.

• Sixth Sunday of Easter•

The month of May is the "month which the
piety of the faithful has especially dedicated to
Our Blessed Lady," and it is the occasion for a
"moving tribute of faith and love which Catholics in every part of the world [pay] to The
Queen of Heaven. During this month Christians, both in church and in the privacy of the
home, offer up to Mary from their hearts an especially fervent and loving homage of prayer
and veneration. In this month, too, the benefits
of God's mercy come down to us from her
throne in greater abundance" (Paul VI: Encyclical on the Month of May, no. 1).
This Christian custom of dedicating the
month of May to the Blessed Virgin arose at the
end of the 13th century. In this way, the Church
was able to Christianize the secular feasts which
were wont to take place at that time. In the 16th
century, books appeared and fostered this devotion.
The practice became especially popular
among the members of the Jesuit Order — by
1700 it took hold among their students at the
Roman College and a bit later it was publicly
practiced in the Gesu Church in Rome. From
there it spread to the whole Church.
Some of the popular Marian devotions are:
May crowning; wearing scapulars and medals;
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reciting prayers like Hail Mary, Regina Coeli,
The Rosary, The Litany of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, etc.
In our Church we have a beautiful Marian altar in the devotional chapel. We also have an
opportunity for lighting candles (a popular practice in our Catholic culture) and kneeling in
prayer before the altar.
Mary is not a goddess. She is the perfect disciple of Jesus, her son, and an exemplar/
paradigm for all Christians. She is the inspiration and the hope of humanity. The Assumption
of Mary tells us that we, too, will one day be
with God in heaven. She points the way, leads
the way and directs our way. May the prayers of
Our Blessed Mother Mary always accompany
us, “now and at the hour of death”, Amen.
Father Augustine
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“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”
“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”
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Question of the Week
For Adults: The Spirit gives us inner wisdom and strength. When have
you experienced this?
For Children: The Holy Spirit makes you strong inside. When do you
need to be strong?

Parish news

Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on the
table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may drop it
off in the collection basket at your convenience.

Music Class

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Ministry Coordinator
Karen Glen
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Our Music Director, April McNeely will be offering music classes on how to
read music. They will be held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7 pm in the
church.

Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree To pray “Rosary for Peace” on the
1 Sundays of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on the following dates in 2017:
June 4th, July 2nd, August 6th, September 3rd, October 1st, November 5th,
December 3rd.
st

Taize Prayer Service
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions, framed with simple
music. All are welcome!" The service will begin on Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will
last approximately 25 minutes. No prior experience or training is necessary in order to participate; all that is needed is a desire to meet with a small group to spend time in prayer. If
you would like more information, please contact Susan Schaeffer
at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729

St. Vincent de Paul Society,
Parish Conference:
Accepts Donations of Non-perishable Food, Bottled Water. Leave donations in the SVdP basket in vestibule. Thank you.
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: From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator
Mary - Mother of Christ, Mother of the Church
~ Since the Virgin Mary's role in the mystery of Christ and the Spirit
has been treated, it is fitting now to consider her place in the mystery
of the Church. "The Virgin Mary . . . is acknowledged and honored
as being truly the Mother of God and of the redeemer. . . . She is
'clearly the mother of the members of Christ' . . . since she has by her
charity joined in bringing about the birth of believers in the Church,
who are members of its head." "Mary, Mother of Christ, Mother of
the Church." III.. . . she is our Mother in the order of grace By her
complete adherence to the Father's will, to his Son's redemptive
work, and to every prompting of the Holy Spirit, the Virgin Mary is
the Church's model of faith and charity. Thus she is a "preeminent
and . . . wholly unique member of the Church"; indeed, she is the
"exemplary realization" (typus) of the Church. Her role in relation to
the Church and to all humanity goes still further. "In a wholly singular way she cooperated by her obedience, faith, hope, and burning
charity in the Savior's work of restoring supernatural life to souls.
For this reason she is a mother to us in the order of grace." "This
motherhood of Mary in the order of grace continues uninterruptedly
from the consent which she loyally gave at the Annunciation and
which she sustained without wavering beneath the cross, until the
eternal fulfillment of all the elect. Taken up to heaven she did not lay
aside this saving office but by her manifold intercession continues to
bring us the gifts of eternal salvation . . . . Therefore the Blessed Virgin is invoked in the Church under the titles of Advocate, Helper,
Benefactress, and Mediatrix." "Mary's function as mother of men in
no way obscures or diminishes this unique mediation of Christ, but
rather shows its power. But the Blessed Virgin's salutary influence
on men . . . flows forth from the superabundance of the merits of
Christ, rests on his mediation, depends entirely on it, and draws all
its power from it." "No creature could ever be counted along with
the Incarnate Word and Redeemer; but just as the priesthood of
Christ is shared in various ways both by his ministers and the faithful, and as the one goodness of God is radiated in different ways
among his creatures, so also the unique mediation of the Redeemer
does not exclude but rather gives rise to a manifold cooperation
which is but a sharing in this one source." From the Catechism of the
Catholic Church Part 1, Section 2, Chapter 3, Article 9, Paragraph 6
(967-970)

Electronic Funds Transfer
IT MAKES EVERY SUNDAY COUNT!
Application Forms are in the back of the church
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Ministry schedule
Ministry Calendar:
RCIA on Wednesday, May
31st @ 6:15 pm
Sunday, June 4th ~ Faith
Formation @ 9:10 am
Sunday, June 4th ~ Feast of
Pentecost after all Holy
Masses.
Weekly Offering
May 14th Collection: $3,077.
St. Vincent dePaul stewardship: $130.59.
In our prayers
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill:
Ivan Lieberburg, Jim Puskar,
Andy Collins, Sylvia Lope, Kevin
Rezak, Gloria Bautista, Laura
Patterson.
And those who have died:
Mary Sales, Eleanor
Wenceslao, Virginia Nelson. Joseph (Fr. Augustine’s father),
Jaime Lopez, Daniel O’Donovan.
Mass Intentions
Saturday, May 20th, 2017, 5
p.m.
Fr. Clarence Zamora
Sunday, May 21st, 2017, 8
a.m.
Leticia Maloles (+)
Sunday, May 21st 2017, 10:30
a.m.
Peter Kwok (+)
Sunday, May 21st, 2017, 6 pm
Parishioners and Benefactors

