
The Feast of Mary Magdalene 

the anointing by the "sinful woman", but because she 
was among those women who brought ointments to the 
tomb of Jesus. For this reason, she is called a Myr-
rhbearer. 

 

According to Eastern traditions, she retired to Ephe-
sus with the Theotokos (Mary, the Mother of God) and 
there she died. Her relics were transferred to Constan-
tinople in 886 and are preserved there. 

 
[To be continued] 

 

Pastor’s Note 
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On June 10, 2016, Pope Francis ac-
corded the liturgical celebration of Mary 
Magdalene the status of a Feast like that 
of most of the apostles. Is Mary Magda-
lene, perhaps, one of the most misunder-
stood saints in western Christian tradi-
tion? 

Mary Magdalene literally translated as 
Mary the Magdalene or Mary of Magdala, 
was a Jewish woman who, according to 
texts included in the New Testament, 
traveled with Jesus as one of His follow-
ers. She is said to have witnessed Jesus' 
crucifixion and resurrection. Within the 
four Gospels she is named at least 12 
times, more than most of the apostles. 

Ideas that go beyond the gospel presentation of 
Mary Magdalene as a prominent representative of 
the women who followed Jesus have been put for-
ward over the centuries. 

Mary Magdalene is considered to be a saint by 
the Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, Anglican, and Lu-
theran churches—with a feast day of July 22.  

Western Christianity: During the Middle Ages, 
Mary Magdalene was regarded in the west as a re-
pentant prostitute or promiscuous woman, claims 
not found in any of the four canonical gospels. The 
identity of Mary Magdalene is believed to have been 
merged with the identity of the unnamed sinner who 
anoints Jesus' feet in Luke 7:36–50. Mary Magda-
lene, the anointing sinner of Luke, and Mary of Beth-
any, who in John 11:1–2 also anoints Jesus' feet, 
were long regarded as the same person. Though 
Mary Magdalene is named in each of the four gos-

pels in the New Testament, none of the clear refer-
ences to her indicate that she was a prostitute or no-
table for a sinful way of life, nor link her with Mary of 
Bethany.  

Eastern Orthodox Tradition maintains that Mary 
Magdalene, distinguished from Mary of Bethany and 
the "sinful woman" who anoints Jesus in Luke, had 
been a virtuous woman all her life, even before her 
conversion. They have never celebrated her as a 
penitent. This view finds expression both in her writ-
ten life and in the liturgical service in her honor and 
performed on her annual feast-day.  

 
Mary Magdalene is honored as one of the first 

witnesses of the Resurrection of Jesus, and re-
ceived a special commission from him to tell the 
Apostles of his resurrection. She is often depicted on 
icons bearing a vessel of ointment, not because of 
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• Weekend Mass schedule • 

Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 

 

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner)  

Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in 

serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church which 

is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the 

streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being 

confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the 

Gospel, Pope Francis #49  

As a Parish community we are now serving 

“Fellowship” coffee. This coffee is a Free Trade, Organic 

blend coffee that is made available to us through a partner-

ship of Catholic Relief Services Ethical Trade ministry. We 

hope you will take the time to appreciate the coffee and 

know that the purchase of the coffee helps insure fair and 

safe conditions for those who grow, harvest and roast it. If 

you would like more information about this change, please 

ask @ the Hospitality table.  

 St. Vincent de Paul Women’s Shelter is in need of gen-

tly used infant and children’s clothes. Donations can be 

dropped off directly at the center at 2272 San Pablo Ave. 

For more information please call (510) 877-9256.  

 During the month of June we collected items for our 

bedrolls. Through your generosity we have collected 

enough items to begin compiling the rolls. Please join us 

next weekend, July 23rd after the 8 am and 10:30 am Mass 

to help with the assembly. To continue our ongoing com-

mitment to our planet and home, we have purchased biode-

gradable resalable bags to contain the items in the roll.  

San Domiano Retreat Center 

710 Highland Dr., Danville 925-837-9141   

katerik@sandamiano.org  SanDamiano.org 

 

 Art & Soul: A Workshop/Retreat on the Gifts & 

Ministry of Creative People June 24 

 Francis & the Cosmic Christ (Silent Retreat) July 

23 – 28 

 Franciscan Hermitage Experience (Silent Retreat) 

July 28 – 30 

 Working with Dreams and the Life of the Spirit 

August 4 – 6 

Volunteer with the Mercy Brown Bag Program  

 
Monday – Friday  Varying Locations throughout Ala-

meda County Nicole St. Lawrence     510-534-8547, ext. 

369 MercyBrownBag.org 

 Help the Mercy Brown Bag Program of Mercy Retire-

ment and Care Center, distribute groceries to low income 

seniors. They serve almost 5000 seniors at distribution 

sites throughout Alameda County. The distributions last 1 

– 2 hours, and they have a variety of positions that could 

use your help, such as registering clients, filling bags, or 

unloading our trucks. We are also looking for volunteers 

who speak Cantonese and/or Mandarin. They can also use 

clerical help at times when they do not have distributions. 

To find out more about Mercy Brown Bag Program call 

Nicole St. Lawrence, see above, or visit mercybrown-

bag.org. 

 

Solemn Mass on the Feast of St. Ignatius of 

Loyola Monday, July 31, 5:00 pm The Cathedral of 

Christ the Light, 2121 Harrison St., Oakland 

Ctlcathedral.org   

 Join Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ and the Jesuit 

Order in Berkeley as they celebrate the Feast Day of 

St. Ignatius of Loyola on July 31 at 5:00 pm in The 

Cathedral of Christ the Light.  

 Saint Ignatius of Loyola founded the Society of 

Jesus (Jesuits) in 1540. The society is engaged in 

evangelization and apostolic ministry in 112 nations 

on six continents. Jesuits work in education, intellec-

tual research, and cultural pursuits. Jesuits also give 

retreats, minister in hospitals and parishes, sponsor 

direct social ministries, and promote ecumenical dia-

logue. Both Pope Francis and Bishop Michael Barber 

are among the 11,000 priests worldwide that belong 
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Question of the Week 
 

For Adults: How do you provide “good soil” for the faith of others to grow? 
 

For Children:  What are you doing to help the seeds of your faith grown each 
day? 
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Parish news 
 

Welcome 
If you recently moved to into the neighborhood and have been attending 

our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located 

on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.  You may 

drop it off in the collection basket, at your convenience. 

  Music Class 
Our Music Director, April McNeely will be offering music classes on how to 

read music. They will be held on Wednesday nights from 6 to 7 pm in the 

church. 

  Prayer Tree 
Please join members of the Prayer Tree  To pray “Rosary for Peace” on 

the 1st Sundays of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on the fol-

lowing dates in 2017:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

August 6th, September 3rd, October 1st, November 5th, December 3rd. 

 

Taize Prayer Service 
The Taize prayer service will be canceled for June and July.  It will resume 

on Thursday, August 3rd. 

 

   St. Vincent de Paul Society,  
   Parish Conference: 

Our St. Vincent de Paul Fifth Sunday Collection will be on 

July 30th. 
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From the Ministry Coordinator 

 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS  

Each year on Holy Saturday during the Easter Vigil, thousands are baptized into 

the Catholic Church in the United States. Parishes welcome these new Catholics 

through the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). Listed below are some 

questions and answers about RCIA. (Part 5 of 5)  

What does the white robe symbolize? The newly baptized are dressed in a white 

garment after baptism to symbolize that they are washed clean of sin and that they are 

called to continue to walk in this newness of life.  

What does the candle symbolize? A small candle is lit from the Easter candle 

and given to the newly baptized as a reminder to them always to walk as children of 

the Light and to be the light of Christ to the world.  

What does the Sacred Chrism symbolize? The Sacred Chrism, or oil, is a sign 

of the gift of the Holy Spirit being given to the newly baptized. It is also a sign of the 

close link between the mission of Jesus and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, who 

comes to the recipient with the Father in Baptism.  

Why was this ancient rite restored? It was restored in the Church to highlight 

the fact that the newly baptized are received into a community of faith, which is chal-

lenged to realize that they too have become different because of this new life in the 

community.  

Is there a ceremony or preparation for Catholics who never or seldom have 

practiced the faith? For Catholics who have been Baptized, Confirmed and made 

First Communion but then drifted from the faith, the way they return is through the 

Sacrament of Penance. Catholics who were baptized but never received Confirmation 

and/or Eucharist also participate in a period of formation. This process of formation 

is completed with the reception of the Sacraments of Confirmation and Holy Com-

munion often at the Easter Vigil or during the Easter Season.  

What is the role of a godparent for an adult being baptized? Prior to the Rite 

of Election, theCatechumen may choose one or two godparents, who will accompany 

the Catechumen on the day of Election, at the celebration of the Sacraments of Initia-

tion, and during the Period of Mystagogy. They are called to show the Catechumens 

good example of the Christian life, sustain them in moments of hesitancy and anxi-

ety, bear witness, and guide their progress in the baptismal life.  

RCIA - Are you interested in learning more about becoming a Catholic? Have 

you received the Sacraments of Baptism and First Holy Communion and desire Con-

firmation? The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults Inquiry begins July 19th . Please 

contact Karen kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com or Jay Mitchell jwmstau-

gustine@live.com for more information.  

Safe Environment for Children Project – It is once again our cycle for training 

all ministry volunteers in the Safe Environment Project. The Diocese is using a new 

program that will be shared with all volunteers this fall. Please look for more infor-

mation from your ministry leader over the next few months.  

Mass Changes – On the weekend of Saturday, August 26th & Sunday, August 

27th there will be a change to our regular Mass schedule to bring everyone together 

to celebrate the 110th Anniversary of our Parish. The Saturday 5 pm Mass will take 

place as usual after Reconciliation at 4pm. Sunday there will be only one Mass at 

10:30 am followed by the Celebration Festival. There will not be an 8 am or 6 pm 

Mass on Sunday, August 27th .  

 

Ministry schedule 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word will take a 
break & resume in August  
 

Wednesday, July 19th@ 5:30 pm ~ Parish 
Ice Cream Social welcoming RCIA  
Weekly Offering 

July 9th Collection: $2,594
 Includes EFT  

 
St Vincent dePaul stewardship: 

$42.03 
 
Piano Repair Fund: $8,802.00 
 

In our prayers 
Please remember in your 

prayers those who are ill: Ivan 

Lieberburg, Andy Collins, Kevin 

Rezak,  Gloria Bautista, Laura Pat-

terson. Gary Richardi, Ariana Ker-

sevan,  

 
And those who have died: Jo-

seph (Fr. Augustine’s father), Jaime 

Lopez, Daniel O’Donovan, Matilda 

Maes, Jim McMurray, Jim Puskar, 

Filiberta Guiza 
 

Mass intentions 
Saturday, July 15th2017, 5 p.m. 
The repose of the souls of the 

marines  killed in the plane crash. 
Sunday, July 15th, 2017, 8 a.m 
Parishioners & Benefactors 
Sunday, July 15th,  2017, 10:30 

a.m. 
Matilda Maes (+) 
Sunday, July 15th 2017, 6 p.m. 
Shivan Velautham (+) 

 
 

Electronic Funds Transfer 
IT MAKES EVERY SUNDAY COUNT! 

Application Forms are in the back of the church 
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(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
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Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 

 Parish staff 
 Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
(510) 653-8631 ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 
 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Coordinator 
Karen Glen 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 
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