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Saint Thomas Aquinas’ Story


By universal consent, Thomas Aquinas is the preeminent spokesman of the Catholic tradition of reason and of divine
revelation. He is one of the great teachers of the medieval Catholic Church, honored with the titles Doctor of the Church
and Angelic Doctor.
At five he was given to the Benedictine monastery at Monte Cassino in his parents’ hopes that he would choose that
way of life and eventually became abbot. In 1239, he was sent to Naples to complete his studies. It was here that he was
first attracted to Aristotle’s philosophy.
By 1243, Thomas abandoned his family’s plans for him and joined the Dominicans, much to his mother’s dismay. On
her order, Thomas was captured by his brother and kept at home for over a year.
Once free, he went to Paris and then to Cologne, where he finished his studies with Albert the Great. He held two professorships at Paris, lived at the court of Pope Urban IV, directed the Dominican schools at Rome and Viterbo, combated
adversaries of the mendicants, as well as the Averroists, and argued with some Franciscans about Aristotelianism.
His greatest contribution to the Catholic Church is his writings. The unity, harmony and continuity of faith and reason,
of revealed and natural human knowledge, pervades his writings. One might expect Thomas, as a man of the gospel, to
be an ardent defender of revealed truth. But he was broad enough, deep enough, to see the whole natural order as coming
from God the Creator, and to see reason as a divine gift to be highly cherished.
The Summa Theologiae, his last and, unfortunately, uncompleted work, deals with the whole of Catholic theology. He
stopped work on it after celebrating Mass on December 6, 1273. When asked why he stopped writing, he replied, “I cannot go on…. All that I have written seems to me like so much straw compared to what I have seen and what has been revealed to me.” He died March 7, 1274.

Reflection
We can look to Thomas Aquinas as a towering example of Catholicism in the sense of broadness, universality, and
inclusiveness. We should be determined anew to exercise the divine gift of reason in us, our power to know, learn, and
understand. At the same time we should thank God for the gift of his revelation, especially in Jesus Christ.

Electronic Funds Transfer
Responsible Stewardship Made Easy!
Did you know that…
43% of Americans pay one or more bills by direct deposit.
51% of Americans use direct deposit for paychecks.
97% are satisfied with electronic payments
80% of Social Security beneficiaries use EFT to receive benefits.
If you would like to start making your contributions by
electronic funds transfer, you may pick up a form at the
registration table next to the hospitality table.

Taizé Prayer Service
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions, framed with simple music. All are welcome!" The service will begin on
Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 minutes. No prior experience or
training is necessary in order to participate; all that
is needed is a desire to meet with a small group to
spend time in prayer. If you would like more information, please contact Susan Schaeffer
at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729
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From the pastor

Parish News
Flooding:
The recent rains have brought much
relief to drought-ridden California. We
thank God for the rains. At the same
time many places have experienced
flooding and other rain- related disasters. Our
Church has had its own share of troubles. The children’s Liturgy of the Word Room (one of the rooms
below the gym) has serious flooding and water
damage. Our insurance is currently in the process
of fixing it. There is also flooding in the basements
of the Church and Rectory.
It is a reminder that things are a mixed blessing.
Whether it be in our personal lives or in our families or in our society, it is moderation that brings
about happiness. As Aristotle said centuries ago,
“virtue lies in the middle.” Too much of anything,
even apparently good things, could turn out to be
evil. It is good to have wealth, fame, power, influence and skills. However, for them to remain good,
they need to be tempered and moderated by principles of truth, justice and goodness.
Opportunities for Social Action
Pope Francis invites us to work with the marginalized and less fortunate in our society. It is a constant theme of his papacy. The Church needs to
be where the sick, the downtrodden, the refugees
and the oppressed people are. It needs to “smell
like the sheep.”

From the pastor

Saint Vincent de Paul of our parish does an excellent job in assisting the needy on our parish. I
want to thank and congratulate the members for
their dedication and service to the Church.
We are assembling “Kare kits” that will serve
homeless neighbors. It could be kept in one’s car
as handouts. It is a start. The Parish Pastoral
Council is exploring various possibilities; there will
be more opportunities for us throughout the year
2017.
Please See Page 4

Continued from Page 1
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Vacation: I am taking a few days off to visit my dad February 23 2017. Well, it may not sound much like
in India. He is in hospice care and needs all your
a vacation in the traditional sense! I recommend myprayers. I hope, also, to celebrate the first anniversary self, my dad and family to your valuable prayers.
Holy Mass for my Mother who passed away last year.
will be away from the parish from January 31st 2017 to
Father Augustine

400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 • www.staugustineoakland.com
• Weekend Mass schedule •
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

• Weekday Eucharist •
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
Saturday 4 p.m.
Also upon request

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”
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Question of the Week
For Adults: When you heard the Beatitudes announced today, which one
struck you most strongly?
For Children: Who is welcome in the reign of God? Who would you like to
tell about the reign of God?

Parish news
Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner)

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
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Fr. Augustine Joseph
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pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Ministry Coordinator
Karen Glen
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Welcome to the new column in our weekly bulletin. Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which
is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own
security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49
This weekend we are assembling Kare Kits for our parishioners to use. A
good will offering can be made to help continue this project and the cost,
but it is not the main purpose. We are inviting you to participate, get involved, search out someone in need. Packs will be available for parishioners to take out into the community and gift them to those in need. If you
have any questions please contact Karen @ staugustinemc@gmail.com

2016 End of Year Tax Statements
End of year tax statements are now available for registered parishioners.
Please call Linda in the Rectory office at (510) 653-8631 if you would like a
copy mailed to you.

Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree To pray “Rosary for Peace” on
the 1st Sundays of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on the following dates in 2017: February 5th, March 5th, April 2nd, May 7th, June 4th,
July 2nd, August 6th, September 3rd, October 1st, November 5th, December
3rd.

St. Vincent de Paul Society,
Parish Conference:
Accepts Donations of Non-perishable Food, Bottled Water. Leave donations in the SVdP basket in vestibule. Thank you.
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From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator

God never tires of forgiving
us
“How good it feels to come back to him whenever we are lost! Let me say this
once more: God never tires of forgiving us; we are the ones who tire of seeking his mercy. Christ, who told us to forgive one another “seventy times
seven” (Mt 18:22) has given us his example: he has forgiven us seventy times
seven. Time and time again he bears us on his shoulders. No one can strip us
of the dignity bestowed upon us by this boundless and unfailing love. With a
tenderness which never disappoints, but is always capable of restoring our joy,
he makes it possible for us to lift up our heads and to start anew. Let us not
flee from the resurrection of Jesus, let us never give up, come what will. May
nothing inspire more than his life, which impels us onwards!” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis (3)

Save the Dates~
Love Letters – February 12th @ 2 pm. Experience a reading of love letters
with Jerry Johnson at St. Augustine. Snacks will be provided. Good will offering will be taken and all proceeds will benefit our Music Ministry. Anyone
interested in auditioning for the female role contact Karen Glen @
kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com

Celebrate Mardi Gras with the St. Augustine Parish

– Sunday, February 26th after the 10:30 mass. Join us for festive fare and music. Volunteeers are invited to participate in preparing the food, setting up the
décor, planning games and activities for folks of all ages. Please email Karen
@ kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com if you have ideas and would like to participate in the fun. This is a parish event, so all are welcome to partici-

pate.
For more information on any of our projects, please contact
Karen @kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
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Ministry schedule

Wednesday, Feb 1st @
6:15 pm ~ RCIA
Sunday, Feb 5th @ 9:15
am ~ Family Faith Formation
Sunday, Feb 5th @ 10:30
am ~ Children’s Liturgy of
the Word

Weekly Offering
January 22nd, Collection: $3,083
Includes EFT

St. Vincent dePaul stewardship: $55.17

In our prayers
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill:
Jim McMurray, Ivan Lieberburg,
Mary Arnold, Bob Shobar, Anita
Eble, Virginia Nelson, Jim Puskar,
Mary Ellen King, Courtenay Redis,
Loraine Moran, Mildred Burns, John
Meadows, Joseph (Fr. Augustine’s
father), June Bellen, Sylvia Lope,
James Lewis.
And those who have died:
Janet Wozenski, Lee Nelson,
Ruby Toro

Mass Intentions
Saturday, January 28th, 2017, 5
p.m.
Parishioners & Benefactors
Sunday, January 29th, 2017, 8
a.m.
Sunday, January 29th, 2017,
10:30 a.m.
Nathaniel Ottoboni
Sunday, January 29th, 6 p.m.

Electronic Funds Transfer
IT MAKES EVERY SUNDAY COUNT!
Application Forms are in the back of the church

