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DARKNESS AND LIGHT
The Advent candles readily demonstrate the strong contrast
between darkness and light. In the Bible, Christ is referred to
as the “Light of the World” contrasted with the darkness of sin.
Human history spanned long ages before our prophesied Savior would finally make his appearance, and God’s promise to
make all things new through him.
As his Advent, or “coming,” draws nearer another candle is
lit, with each candle dispelling the darkness a little more. Thus,
the Advent wreath helps us to spiritually contemplate the great
drama of salvation history that surrounds the birth of God Incarnate who comes to redeem the human race.
SHAPE, NUMBER, AND COLOR
SHAPE: The circular shape of the wreath, without beginning or end, symbolizes God’s complete and unending love for
us—a love that sent his Son into the world to redeem us from
the curse of sin. It also represents eternal life which becomes
ours through faith in Jesus Christ.
NUMBER: The Advent Wreath traditionally holds four
candles which are lit, one at a time, on each of the four Sundays of the Advent season. Each candle represents 1,000
years. Added together, the four candles symbolize the 4,000
years that humanity waited for the world’s Savior—from
Adam and Eve to Jesus, whose birth was foretold in the Old
Testament.
Some Advent wreath traditions also include a fifth white
“Christ” candle, symbolizing purity, that is lit on Christmas
Eve or Christmas day. Many circular wreaths can incorporate
a white candle by adding a pillar candle to the wreath center.
COLOR: Violet is a liturgical color that is used to signify a
time of prayer, penance, and sacrifice and is used during Advent and Lent. Advent, also called “little Lent,” is the season
where we spiritually wait in our “darkness” with hopeful expectation for our promised redemption, just as the whole world
did before Christ’s birth, and just as the whole world does now
as we eagerly await his promised return.
ADVENT WREATH PRAYERS
In addition to the initial blessing of the Advent wreath at
the beginning of the season, there are also special Advent
prayers to be said around the wreath as a candle is lit each
week. Children in the family can also participate in this wonderful Christian tradition.
There are many Advent prayer books that include Advent
wreath prayers to accompany the candle lighting to make it a
special ceremony. The parent reads the Advent prayer, and the
children can offer a response.
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From the pastor
We Are Called
December 7 Fr. Stephan Kappler
Pastor St. Jarlath Parish & Psychotherapist
“Who am I to Judge?”
Sessions are held at St. Theresa Event Center (4850
Clarewood Dr) and begin at 9:15am with hospitality. For
more information or to attend as a guest, contact Courtenay Redis at courtenaymorganredis@gmail.com

ST. THERESA PARISH OFFERS IGNATIAN
PRAYER ADVENTURE
JANUARY 31 through April 11, 2017
Deepen your spiritual life, Grow in your relationship
with God and Jesus, Learn new prayer methods, Experience new means of discernment, Share the graces of the
retreat in a small group setting.
The Retreat will be held on Tuesday evenings from
7:00 – 9:00 in St. Theresa Meeting Rooms. The cost of
the Exercises is $120 per person and includes all materials and 4 one-on-one meetings with a Spiritual Director.
Financial support is available and cost should never be
a reason to not attend.
If you are interested in participating, please complete
the Sign-up sheet found in the back of the Church or contact:
Bob Hernandez, bhernandez@carmelpartners.com
(415) 516-0440 or
Laura Bennett, lwbennett7@msn.com (510) 652-1835

A Jubilee Is Celebration of Gratitude to God
for what is past and safely sealed from time;
for what is yet to come from Hands
that one has learned to trust —
Hands gentled to a frail humanity
which would cry out its gratitude today;
yet wordless stands before a God
Who reads our hearts
Sister Claire Madeleine Carlin, S.N.J.M.

From the pastor’s
repository
Shoes for Saint Martin de Porres
School: Thanks to everyone who participated in the Parish Mercy Project. We had
a great response from the members of our
parish. We’ve reached 100% of our goal.
About 133 deserving children from Saint
Martin de Porres Catholic School will be
getting a new pair of Nike shoes. Congratulations!
Great Expectations: It is a classic novel by Charles
Dickens. It is a story of great intrigues but especially misplaced expectations and some shattered dreams. The story
appeals to most people because it mirrors human lives. It
may not be far from the truth to say that expectations,
hopes and dreams give meaning and direction to one’s
life.
Shattered hopes and dreams can be devastating to people. This happens not only in individual lives, but in
workplaces, Churches and in the social lives of People. In
Dickens’s novel Miss Havisham is a classic example of a
shattered expectation. It is her wedding day and she is
awaiting the groom’s arrival; he never arrives. Instead she
receives a letter from him (Mr. Compeyson) and realizes
he had defrauded her and she had been left at the altar.

Humiliated and heartbroken, Miss Havisham suffered
a mental breakdown and remained alone in her decaying
mansion, Satis House – never removing her wedding
dress, wearing only one shoe, leaving the wedding breakfast and cake uneaten on the table, and allowing only a
few people to see her. She even had the clocks in her
mansion stopped at twenty minutes to nine: the exact time
when she had received Compeyson's letter.
Advent too, is a time of great expectations. If our expectations are purely earth-bound we surely will experience disappointments. All earthly things will pass –
money, wealth, health, beauty, friendships, fame, etc.
Advent invites us to ask the question: where do I place
my hope? Perhaps, our dollar bills/Greenbacks get it right
– IN GOD WE TRUST.
Father Augustine
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Question of the Week

From the Ministry Coordinator

For Adults: : What do you need to change so that others can learn from
watching you that Christ walks among us?

Second Sunday of Advent

For Children: What could you do so that others will see in you what it means
to follow Jesus?

Parish news

Madeline Shannon Funeral
Viewing, Friday, December 9th at 3 pm
Vigil, Friday December 9th at 4 pm
Funeral, Saturday, December 10th at 10:30 am
Reception in the cafeteria following the Mass

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com

St. Augustine Catholic Church

Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree To pray “Rosary for Peace” on
the 1st Sundays of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on following days in 2016: December 4th.

Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair? Contact Suzy
Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will gladly repair it free of
charge.

Second Sunday of Advent

Advent ~ This is a Time Distinct from All Others
The restoration of Mankind has indeed ever remained immutably foreordained in God’s eternal counsel: but the series of events which had to be
accomplished in time through Jesus Christ our Lord was begun at the Incarnation of the Word. Hence there is one time when, at the angel’s announcement, the blessed Virgin Mary believed she was to be with child
through the Holy Ghost and conceived; another, when without loss of her
virgin purity the Boy was born and shown to the shepherds by the exulting
joy of the heavenly attendants: another, when the Babe was circumcised:
another, when the victim required by the Law is offered for him: another,
when the three wise men attracted by the brightness of the new star arrive at
Bethlehem from the East and worship the Infant with the mystic offering of
Gifts. ~Pope St. Leo (AD 390-461) Letter to the Bishops of Sicily
Prepare for Christmas together in
prayer
~Advent Evening Prayer: Wednesday, December 7th @ 6pm ~Taize
Prayer around the Cross: Thursday, December 8th @ 7:45 am
~Feast of the Immaculate Conception: Holy Day of Obligation, Thursday, December 8th Mass @ 8:30am & 7pm (Fr. Bonnaci is unable to join us
for this mass, as previously scheduled. Fr. William will be presiding)
~Children’s Christmas mass rehearsal on Sunday, Dec 10th @ 12
pm
~Advent Evening Prayer: Wednesday, December 14th @ 6pm
~Taize Prayer around the Cross: Thursday, Dec 15th @ 7:45 am

St. Vincent de Paul Society,
Parish Conference:
Accepts Donations of Non-perishable Food, Bottled Water. Leave donations in the SVdP basket in vestibule. Thank you.

~Children’s Christmas mass rehearsal on Sunday, Dec 18th
~Advent Reconciliation Service on Monday, Dec 19th @ 7pm
~Advent Evening Prayer: Wednesday, December 21st @ 6
pm
The Faith Formation children are joyfully embracing Advent. Each one has a
specially made Advent Calendar and Wreath. If you have the opportunity please
ask them about their Advent plans. I think they will love to share with you!
5

Ministry Coordinator
Karen Glen
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com

All children are invited to participate in the Children’s mass on Christmas
Eve. Please pick up a sign up sheet in the vestibule of the church and return it to
Karen Glen, Ministry Coordinator. All participants must have a completed sign up
on file.

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101

** Individuals and families are invited to take part in the lighting of the Advent
Wreath at one of the Sunday masses during Advent. If you are interested in participating please contact Karen at any time.

staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

For more information on any of our projects, please contact
Karen @kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com

December 4th 2016

Ministry schedule
Wednesday, Dec 7th ~ 6:00
pm, RCIA
Wednesday, Dec 7th ~ 6:00
pm, Evening Prayer
Thursday, Dec 8th ~ 8:30 am &
7 pm – Feast of the Immaculate
Conception
Sunday, Dec 11th @ 9:10 am:
Family Faith Formation
Sunday, Dec 11th @ 10:30 am
mass: Children's Liturgy of the
Word

Weekly Offering
November 27th, 2016
$2,944.00 Includes EFT
St. Vincent dePaul stewardship: $49.29
In our prayers
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill:
Jim McMurray, April
McNeely, Ivan Lieberburg, Juanita Esprellas, Elaine Zabriskie,
Mary Arnold, Bob Shobar, Janet
Wozenski
And those who have died:
Loretta Schmitz, Mari Kittel,
John Cody, Evelyn Schumacher,
Willie Dinkins, Madeline Shannon, Fr. Paul Devine.
Mass Intentions
Saturday, December 3rd, 2016,
5 p.m.
Maria Pestl & Family
Sunday, December 4th,, 2016,
8 a.m.
Sunday, December 4th, 2016,
10:30 a.m.
Carla Spalasso (+)
Sunday, November 27th,
2016, 6 p.m.
Parishioners & Benefactors

