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On a cold morning three people were having a 

breakfast discussion. Soon two of them were engaged in 

a heated debate comparing their religions to decide 

which one was the true religion. John, the oldest among 

them, sat quietly listening to the debate. Suddenly the 

two turned to him and asked, “What do you think John? 

Which religions is the right one?” John rubbed his 

white beards and said thoughtfully, “Well, you know 

there are three ways to get from here to a restaurant in 

San Francisco, car, BART< Ferry. “But you know, 

when you get there, the waitress doesn’t ask you how 

you came. All she asks is, ‘what you like to eat?’” 

In the stories of Jesus’ birth, two special groups of 

people came to visit the new-born babe: the shepherds 

and the Magi. The church has no special feast to com-

memorate the visit of the shepherds but we have this 

special feast of Epiphany today to celebrate the visit of 

the Magi. Why is that? It is because the visit of the 

Magi is an eye-opener. The shepherds learnt of the birth 

of Jesus through a direct revelation from angels appear-

ing in the midnight sky. This is direct and supernatural 

revelation. Many of us have no problem with that. The 

magi, on the other hand, learnt of the birth of Jesus by 

observing a star. The star did not say anything to them. 

They had to interpret this natural sign of the star to 

know what it meant and where it led. If we remember 

that the magi or the three wise men were nature wor-

shippers, people who divined God’s will by reading the 

movements of the stars and other heavenly bodies, then 

we can see how the visit of the Magi challenges some 

of our popular beliefs. 

Notice how people of different religious traditions 

came to know that the Son of God was born. The shep-

herds who were regarded as unclean and could not take 

part in Temple worship without undergoing purification 

came to know through a direct vision of angels.  

 

The Magi knew through a reading of the stars. And 

King Herod’s scribes came to know through searching 

the scriptures. Visions, stars, scriptures -- different 

ways of arriving at the same truth. Of course this does 

not mean that any religious tradition is just as good as 

the other. Notice how Matthew indicates that when the 

guiding star got to Jerusalem its light failed and the 

magi had to consult the scriptures to direct them to 

Bethlehem. Over and above the natural light of the star 

the Magi still needed the supernatural light of scripture 

to finally get to Jesus. 

Yet the crucial question in the story remains: Who 

actually got to find Jesus? Herod and his scribes who 

had the scriptures failed to find Jesus but the magi who 

followed the natural light of the stars were able to find 

him. Why? Because the Jewish authorities, even though 

they possessed the shining truth of revealed scriptures, 

did not follow it. They did not walk in the light of the 

scriptures. The Magi, on the other hand, who enjoyed 

only a star light, followed its guidance. It is not the pos-

session of the truth that matters, it is how prepared we 

are to walk in the light of the truth that we possess. It is 

better to have the dim light of the stars and follow it 

than to have the bright light of the Holy Scriptures and 

neglect it. 

 
 

 

• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 
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 Where is the New Born King? Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner)  
 

Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I Prefer a Church which is 

bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined 

and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.  

As a Parish community we are now serving “Fellowship” coffee. This coffee is a Free Trade, Organic blend coffee that is 

made available to us through a partnership of Catholic Relief Services Ethical Trade ministry. We hope you will take the time 

to appreciate the coffee and know that the purchase of the coffee helps insure fair and safe conditions for those who grow, 

harvest and roast it. If you would like more information about this change, please ask @ the Hospitality table.  

Catholic Worker of Oakland Transitional housing, community services, and weekly hot meals. Summer live-in interships 

available. Address: 4848 International Blvd. Oakland, CA Phone: 510-533-7375 Email: oaklandcatholicworker@yahoo.com  

The Multicultural Institute Transitioning immigrants from poverty and isolation to prosperity and participation. They need 

people to prepare meals, perform legal help, tutor kids, train classes in construction. Address: 1920 Seventh St., Berkeley 

Phone: 510-848-4075  

For more information on any of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
 

For Adults: When have you been jealous or fearful of another person?  When are such feelings harmful? 
 

For Children:  When have you been jealous because something good happened to another person instead of you? What is the 

problem with feeling that way? 

Poinsettias are available to be taken home and enjoyed this week.  You may take home any that are placed on the 

edge of the baptismal font.  (This is so that people at all four masses can have an opportunity to take one home.) 
 

  Christmas season will end on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, Monday, January 8th.  Christmas decorations 

will need to be put away on Saturday, January 13th, 10:30 am to 2 pm "or so".  Many hands make light work.  Please 

consider participating.   

HOSPITALITY 
At its root, true hospitality is a spiritual discipline that reminds us of how we ourselves have been received by Christ. Hos-

pitality can be extended in countless ways: A smile, an introduction, an invitation are all small exercises that, as with any ex-

ercise, are building blocks to something greater. The more one practices hospitality, the better one can welcome and receive 

others. 

 

In a perfect world parish leadership would set the tone for welcoming visitors through programs and structures. But individu-

als who are part of a less-hospitable parish don’t have an excuse: It’s the job of each one of us to reach out, even just a little 

bit, to the people around us, both those we recognize and those we don’t. Even if there’s no social time after Mass, it’s still 

possible to strike up a conversation or introduce oneself to someone sitting in the next pew. 
 

Heather Grennan Gary 

U.S. Catholic 

Continued from page 1 

As Christians, we believe that our religion possesses the fullness of truth. But what does that benefit us if we do not 

walk in the truth? Nature worshippers or non-believers who are sincerely committed to following the dim light of natu-

ral reason may arrive at Jesus before Christians who have the exalted truths revealed by God but who do not walk the 

walk of faith. This is the challenging truth we celebrate today in the story of the pagan wise men who seek and find the 

Lord. 

Fr. Augustine 

Continued on page 4 

http://www.uscatholic.org/church/2011/02/when-i-was-stranger
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From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator  
 

WISE MEN STILL SEEK HIM…… The lyrics to this beautiful song by 

Lynne Cooper have been a constant companion in my life over the last seven 

years. On this Feast of the Epiphany I would like to share them with you: 

 “We are all just travelers on this journey called life; Some walk in dark-

ness, while others follow a light. We carry our treasures so close to our heart; 

Some we let go of while others never part. And somewhere on this journey we 

encounter a King That will change us forever, to Him our treasures bring.” 

What were the gifts the wise men brought to Jesus? Gold was a rich gift for 

a King. Frankincense, when it is burned, makes a sweet-smelling smoke that 

rises up to heaven like our prayers rise up to God. Myrrh is an expensive per-

fumed oil. 

We, like they are travelers, searching for Him …….. What gifts can we of-

fer to Jesus? What are we willing to bring? Can I offer the best I have to Him? 

Or am I only willing to let go of a few things? God has given us each so many 

gifts….the best of all being His only Son. 

 Will I bring Him the best in return? Can I offer Him my most treasured 

possessions? My heart and my soul? My will and my desires? What will hap-

pen when I do? Who will I be? 

 The answer my friends, dare we believe, is that He will give us back an 

abundance of peace, joy and contentment. The best of ourselves to share with 

others. 

 Will we be Wise People? “And Wiseman still seek Him, they follow a star 

That leads them to Jesus as travelers a far. Men of great nations and the poor 

of the earth All join together to proclaim Christ's birth.” 

 https://songsofpraise.org/song.php?songid=320 
 

SAVE THE DATE: Ash Wednesday is coming soon. This year the Season 

of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 14th. Mark your calendars 

to join in the Parish Lenten Focus of Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving. More 

information will be available in the New Year. 
  

Safe Environment for Children Project 2017 was the year for all volunteers 

to recertify their Safe Environment for Children Project. If you have not com-

pleted this training please log onto the following link to register on line and 

complete the class. http://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/ If you do not have 

computer access please contact the Parish office to be placed on the list for a 

live training class that will be held in January.  

********************************************************** 
 

 Parish Solidarity Initiative Retreat Saturday, January 20, 9:00 am – 6:00 pm 

The Cathedral of Christ the Light, 2121 Harrison St., Oakland Robert de Leon     805

-668-1249      mrdeleon@cceb.org 
 

 The Parish Solidarity Initiative (PSI) Program supports parishes as they engage in 

local and global solidarity efforts. 
 

 This program offers a supportive community to help parishes start new solidarity 

initiatives or support their current activities in a fuller and deeper way. Initially, a 

member of the diocesan Parishes in Action Team will be assigned to your parish to 

support you as you get things off the ground. 
 

 Join us for our first retreat with Kimberly Mazyck. RSVP to Roberto de Leon 

before January 15. 

 
Ministry schedule 
RCIA on Wednesday, January 10th 

@ 6:15 pm in the Rectory  

Faith Formation Resumes on Janu-

ary 14th @ 9:10 am  

Children’s Liturgy of the Word re-

sumes on Sunday, January 14th @ 

10:30 am Mass  
 

 

Weekly Offering 

 
 

January 7th collection: $3604.  In-

cludes EFT. 
 

St. Vincent dePaul:  $1959. 
 

Solemnity of Mary:  $299 
 

Piano Repair Fund: $10,333.00 

  

In Our Prayers 

 

Please remember in your 

prayers those who are ill: Ivan 

Lieberburg, Gloria Bautista, Gary  

Richardi, Anita Eble,  Shirley 

Mitchell,  Suzanne Schumacher,  

Fr. Terry Tompkins, Michael 

Dodds, Fr. George Crespin, Fr. 

Richard Culver. 

  

And those who have died: Fr. 

Tony Herrera, Douglas Jones, 

Aaron Permillion, Fr. Richard 

Pieries,  Steve Phelps, Joe Perkins, 

Bob Cardelli. 

 

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, January 6th, 2018 5 pm 

Parishioners & Benefactors 
 

Sunday, January 7th, 2018 8:00 am 
 

Sunday, January 7th, 2018 10:30 

am 

William King (+) 
 

Sunday, January 7th, 2018 6 pm. 
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 Parochial Administrator 
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Music Director 
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Wings (Women in God’s Spirit 

Parish News 

Welcome 

     If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending 

our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form lo-

cated on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.  

You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.  

   

Music Class  
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how to 

read music.  They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7 pm in the 

church. 

 

Taize Prayer Service 

Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions, 

framed with simple music.  All are welcome!"  The service will begin on 

Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 minutes.  No 

prior experience or training is necessary in order to participate; all that is 

needed is a desire to meet with a small group to spend time in prayer.  If 

you would like more information, please contact Susan Schaeffer 

at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729 

 

    Prayer Tree 

Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on 

the 1st Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on fol-

lowing days in 2018:  January 7th, February 4th, March 4th, April 8th 

(second Sunday), May 6th, June 3rd, July 1st, August 5th, September 2nd, 

October 7th, November 4th, and December 2nd. 

 

WINGS resumes on January 10, 2018, with the Winter sea-

son devoted to the study and sharing of Scripture. WINGS is a 

faith enhancement group that encourages spiritual growth 

through prayer, Scripture study, catechesis, life sharing and 

community. Meetings take place on Wednesdays in St. 

Theresa Event Center (4850 Clarewood Dr., Oakland), meet-

ing room 1 at 9:15am with hospitality followed by the guest 

speaker and program until 11:15am. Our guest speaker presen-

tations will uplift you and keep you informed. You’ll experi-

ence a welcoming community as we support each other in our 

spiritual growth. Bring a friend! Women from local parishes 

and other denominations are welcome. Lindsay Nivens-Frosini 

will be speaking on The Magi and the Epiphany on January 

10th.Bring a friend! You’ll meet other women from St. 

Augustine’s, other local parishes and other denominations! To 

learn more, please contact Courtenay Redis 

at courtenaymorganredis@gmail.com or 510-541-3253 
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