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QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Saint Augustine Catholic Church

For Adults: What qualities do you have that would cause others to recognize you as a disciple of Jesus?
For Children: What does it take to be a follower of Jesus?

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner)
Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I Prefer a Church
which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.
CRS Rice Bowl Encounter begins on Ash Wednesday : Join our faith community – and nearly 14,000 Catholic
communities across the United States – in a life-changing Lenten journey of encounter with CRS Rice Bowl.
Pick up your family’s CRS Rice Bowl from the vestibule of the church on Sunday, February 11th. During the 40
Days of Lent, as companions on the journey, we will encounter our neighbor.
House in a Box: We all remember the recent fires in our neighboring Diocese and have struggled with what we can
do to help. The recovery is long and as families work to rebuild their homes we can help to prepare them for the
next step. The Society of St. Vincent de Paul has developed a program for natural disaster relief called, “A
House in a Box”. As part of our Lenten Almsgiving projects we will be sponsoring a House. Look for more information to come soon.
For more information on any of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com

Lent 2018 Day of Prayer, Devotion, and Opportunity for
Sacramental Reconciliation
Parish Lenten Day of Prayer and Reconciliation: Friday, February 16th, will be a day of Catholic spirituality and
recognition of God’s great mercy as our community will have the opportunity to celebrate Exposition, Prayer,
and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. In addition, during this day of there will be the opportunity to begin
your Lenten disciplines with a true focus on conversion of heart by receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation
(aka Penance, aka Confession). This day of prayer and mercy is offered to the parish community as a way to
continue with the devotions and lessons learned during the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy Pope Francis
instituted two years ago. There will be a sign-up sheet in the back of the church, (on the “Registration Table”)
so that those interested in being in the church that day can express their interest for a specific hour of prayer; and
we can begin to organize the day so that our Lord (present in the Blessed Sacrament) will not be left alone in the
church for any of the time he is exposed in the monstrance. The church will be open on this Friday after Ash
Wednesday, but we will not be offering the “Stations of the Cross” devotional prayer as is our parish custom on
Lenten Fridays. Friday Noon Lenten Stations of the Cross will commence the next Friday, February 23rd, and
will continue through March 23rd. Thanks to all our parish prayer warriors who have expressed interest in resuming this special day of Lenten Prayer and Confession, and thanks in advance for signing up to spend a specific hour in prayer with our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Pastor’s Notes
Ordinary Time of the Year
We are in the Ordinary Time of the liturgical year.
It is a season of the Christian liturgical calendar, particularly the calendar of the ordinary form of the Roman rite of the Catholic Church, although some other
rites in Western Christianity also use this term. The
English name "ordinary time" translates the Latin
term Tempus per annum (literally "time through the
year").
In our culture of adulation for celebrities, superman, heroes and heroines the word ‘ordinary’ seem
too mundane or inconsequential or trivial. Yet it is
the ordinary that sustains the extraordinary or the
exceptional.
Ordinary time, is a time for Christian growth. As
the Parable of the Growing Seed (Mark 4) indicates: He also said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if
someone would scatter seed on the ground, and
would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed
would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The
earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head,
then the full grain in the head.
It is the Holy Spirit working in us invisible, nonobtruded, silently yet steadily that characterizes the
season and the growth it purports.
May the ordinary time nourish and strengthen us
and prepare us for our journey of Christian life!
Rectory Closed Monday, January 15th: The
parish office will be closed Monday, January 15th in
observance of the Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday.
MLK Jr. Birthday observance is a civic holiday, and a
day of observance recognized by the Diocese of
Oakland. The Rectory will reopen Tuesday for normal office hours (9:00 AM—4:00 PM).

Morning Mass Celebrated January 15th: Despite the parish office being closed Monday, January
15th for the MLK Jr. Birthday holiday, mass will be
celebrated in the Daily Mass Chapel at 8:30 AM.
Second Collection for Oakland Diocese Seminarians: During this weekend’s masses (there will
be a Second Collection taken for the support the 17
seminarians preparing to become Oakland Diocese
priests. This annual collection is taken to give the
faithful the opportunity to prayerfully support and defray the considerable cost ($750,000) of training
these young men for priesthood; thus, making sure
that all men called to the vocation (and not just the
“well-to-do) can afford to live out God’s call. Thank
you in advance for your generosity.
Anniversary Holy Mass for my parents: I will be
in India from January10th to 22nd. I am planning to
have an anniversary Holy Mass celebrated for my
parents. Kindly keep us in your prayers. Thank you.
Father Augustine
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.
You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Music Class
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how to
read music. They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7 pm in the
church.
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Taizé Prayer Service
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions,
framed with simple music. All are welcome!" The service will begin on
Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 minutes. No
prior experience or training is necessary in order to participate; all that is
needed is a desire to meet with a small group to spend time in prayer. If
you would like more information, please contact Susan Schaeffer
at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on
the 1st Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on following days in 2018: February 4th, March 4th, April 8th (second Sunday),
May 6th, June 3rd, July 1st, August 5th, September 2nd, October 7th, November 4th, and December 2nd.

Wings (Women in God’s Spirit
WINGS resumes on January 10, 2018, with the Winter season devoted to the study and sharing of Scripture. WINGS is a
faith enhancement group that encourages spiritual growth
through prayer, Scripture study, catechesis, life sharing and
community. Meetings take place on Wednesdays in St.
Theresa Event Center (4850 Clarewood Dr., Oakland), meeting room 1 at 9:15am with hospitality followed by the guest
speaker and program until 11:15am. Our guest speaker presentations will uplift you and keep you informed. You’ll experience a welcoming community as we support each other in our
spiritual growth. Bring a friend! Women from local parishes
and other denominations are welcome. Lindsay Nivens-Frosini
will be speaking on The Magi and the Epiphany on January
10th.Bring a friend! You’ll meet other women from St.
Augustine’s, other local parishes and other denominations! To
learn more, please contact Courtenay Redis
at courtenaymorganredis@gmail.com or 510-541-3253.
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From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator

Behold, the Lamb of God……

Ministry schedule

“What are you looking for?” St. John Paul II said, “It is Jesus’ way of putting before you the basic question of life’s meaning and direction…. You
want a life that is worth living…. You feel a powerful yearning for a world
filled with goodness, with justice, with understanding and harmony between
people and between nations. You want to live on the level of light and truth in
human relations, and therefore of trust and genuine freedom…What begins as
a discovery of Jesus moves to a greater understanding and commitment
through a prayerful process of questions and discernment. In this process, our
motives are purified.”
Can we even imagine what it must have been like to physically walk with Jesus on this earth? Yet, we are invited to do just that every day. Andrew was
so excited and the first thing he did was invite his brother Simon to come see.
Do we see Christ in the world around us? In the poor and the lonely, the addicted and neglected, the people who are different than us? Do we invite Jesus to show us? Are we like Andrew? I know that I try to be…. But I fall
short over and over. My walk with Jesus is not so much a search, as I know I
have found the way. My desire is to begin again each day, to see the Lamb of
God, to follow His ways, to invite all whom I encounter to come along. “We
have found the Messiah”

RCIA on Wednesday, January 17th
@ 6:15 pm in the Rectory

SAVE THE DATE: Mardi Gras Celebration on Sunday, February 11th following the 10:30 am Mass. Join us for the festive celebration while we prepare for our Lenten Season. If you would like to provide a dish for the celebration please pick up a flyer with links to the recipes we used previously.
Don’t forget to put your name on the sign up sheet. Visit our Lenten Resource
table that Sunday to pick up materials to prepare yourself and your family for
a fully engaged Lent Season.

In Our Prayers

ASH WEDNESDAY: This year the Season of Lent begins with Ash
Wednesday on February 14th. Mark your calendars to join in the Parish
Lenten Focus of Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving.
Safe Environment for Children Project 2017 was the year for all volunteers to recertify their Safe Environment for Children Project. If you have not
completed this training please log onto the following link to register on line
and complete the class. http://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/ An additional
live training class is scheduled for Saturday, February 17th @ 10:30 am.
Please contact the parish office to register for this class.
Parish Solidarity Initiative Retreat Saturday, January 20, 9:00 am – 6:00 pm
The Cathedral of Christ the Light, 2121 Harrison St., Oakland Robert de Leon
805-668-1249 mrdeleon@cceb.org
The Parish Solidarity Initiative (PSI) Program supports parishes as they engage in local and global solidarity efforts.
This program offers a supportive community to help parishes start new solidarity initiatives or support their current activities in a fuller and deeper way. Initially, a member of the diocesan Parishes in Action Team will be assigned to your
parish to support you as you get things off the ground.
Join us for our first retreat with Kimberly Mazyck. RSVP to Roberto de Leon
before January 15.

Faith Formation Resumes Sunday,
January 21st @ 9:10 am
Children’s Liturgy of the Word on
Sunday, January 21st @ 10:30 am
Mass.

Weekly Offering
January 7th collection: $3,353.50
Includes EFT.
Piano Repair Fund: $10,458.00

Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Ivan
Lieberburg, Gloria Bautista, Gary
Richardi, Anita Eble, Shirley
Mitchell, Eileen Powditch, Lisa
Bradley, Fr. Terry Tompkins, Michael Dodds, Suzanne Schumacher,
Fr. George Crespin, Fr. Richard
Culver.
And those who have died: Fr.
Tony Herrera, Douglas Jones,
Aaron Permillion, Fr. Richard
Pieries, Steve Phelps, Joe Perkins,
Bob Cardelli.
Mass intentions
Saturday, January 13th, 2018 5 pm
Sunday, January 14th, 2018 8 am
Sunday, January 14th, 2018 10:30 am
Parishioners and Benefactors

Sunday, January 14th, 2018 6 pm.

