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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: What can you tell others about Jesus with the most assurance?
For Children: What is the most important thing you would like others to know about Jesus? How will you show or
tell them?
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Resort Evangelization
Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner)
Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner) Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in
our community. “I Prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than
a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.
CRS Rice Bowl Encounter begins on Ash Wednesday : Join our faith community – and nearly 14,000 Catholic communities across the United States – in a life-changing Lenten journey of encounter with CRS Rice Bowl. Pick up your
family’s CRS Rice Bowl from the vestibule of the church on Sunday, February 11th. During the 40 Days of Lent, as
companions on the journey, we will encounter our neighbor.
House in a Box: We all remember the recent fires in our neighboring Diocese and have struggled with what we can
do to help. The recovery is long and as families work to rebuild their homes we can help to prepare them for the next
step. The Society of St. Vincent de Paul has developed a program for natural disaster relief called, “A House in a Box”.
As part of our Lenten Almsgiving projects we will be sponsoring a House. Look for more information to come soon.
For more information on any of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com

Lent 2018 Day of Prayer, Devotion, and Opportunity for Sacramental Reconciliation
Parish Lenten Day of Prayer and Reconciliation: Friday, February 16th, will be a day of Catholic spirituality and
recognition of God’s great mercy as our community will have the opportunity to celebrate Exposition, Prayer,
and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. In addition, during this day of there will be the opportunity to begin
your Lenten disciplines with a true focus on conversion of heart by receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation
(aka Penance, aka Confession). This day of prayer and mercy is offered to the parish community as a way to
continue with the devotions and lessons learned during the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy Pope Francis
instituted two years ago. There will be a sign-up sheet in the back of the church, (on the “Registration Table”)
so that those interested in being in the church that day can express their interest for a specific hour of prayer; and
we can begin to organize the day so that our Lord (present in the Blessed Sacrament) will not be left alone in the
church for any of the time he is exposed in the monstrance. The church will be open on this Friday after Ash
Wednesday, but we will not be offering the “Stations of the Cross” devotional prayer as is our parish custom on
Lenten Fridays. Friday Noon Lenten Stations of the Cross will commence the next Friday, February 23rd, and
will continue through March 23rd. Thanks to all our parish prayer warriors who have expressed interest in re-

Pope Francis is famous for his radical reinterpretation of Christian Ministry. In the book of Revelation
Jesus says, ‘that He is at the door andknocks’ (Rev.3:20). Traditionally, it is understood as
Jesus is knocking from outside the door. Pope Francis
inverted the image and asks the whole church to consider ‘the times in which Jesus knocks from within so
that we will let Him come out!’

also makes available
the traditional medical treatment
(Aurveda) for those
interested. Without
further elaboration I
can say that it is one
of the best resorts I
have ever visited!

Church must go out into the world and minister to
the needy. This is evangelization, the mission entrusted
to the Church by Jesus Christ. The imagery the Pope
uses is “field hospital.” It is different from a selfreferential Church which operates as a defined group of
people that are characterized as registered parishioners,
Mass attendance or Church contribution, etc.

Why are we
here? Father
Cyriac’s mission is to work with under privileged youth
in rural areas of India, especially in the state of Arunachal Pradesh which boards China. He runs a Youth
Center there, giving non-formal education to about 200
children every year. He gives them basic training in the
English language, in hospitality and then finds jobs for
them in different resorts in south India. He works with
about 12 resorts.

Pope Francis’ Church is a community that goes out
to the world and brings Jesus’ healing and love to people around them. It is a community that taps into and
shares its talents to find creative ways to bring solace,
comfort and joy to their brothers and sisters.
I had a real experience of such ministry while in India. One of my past students, Father Cyriac, invited me
to join him in his evangelization work in a resort. At
first I was quite puzzled, “what ministry could be done
in a high-end resort?” Curiosity, or more properly, an
eagerness to share old-times with a friend led me to accept the invitation.
I met with Father Cyriac and shared lots of wonderful memories. He took me to the Travancore Heritage, a
beautiful resort in Trivandrum, the capital of Kerala
state. It is indeed a spectacular beach resort that integrates the local architecture and culture with modern
amenities. The peaceful, serene atmosphere is refreshing, rejuvenating and spiritually revitalizing. The resort

Fr. Cyriac receiving award for
his work with under-privileged
youth.

Every year he visits the children employed in the
various resorts, gathers them, organizes seminars, offers
Holy Mass for them and enquires after their welfare. He
makes sure that all of his trainees receive just wages
and fair treatment.
The owner of the Resort is a Catholic gentleman
who received us with kindness as his guests. By offering jobs to the underprivileged children he feels he is
participating in the mission of the Church.
Father Cyriac needs our help to replace his aging
motor vehicle with a new one. It costs about $20,000.
The type of vehicle he needs is an SUV to transport the
youth from villages and to buy provisions for them
from the market.
Father Augustine

Catholic Charities of the East Bay wants to be of assistance.
Oakland- RENTAL, DEPOSIT, UTILITY ASSISTANCE,
If I can be of any help, please let me know.
Steve Mullin
510 393-8640

400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 • www.staugustineoakland.com
• Weekend Mass schedule •
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

• Weekday Eucharist •
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
Saturday 4 p.m.
Also upon request

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”
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Parish News
End of year tax statements are now available for registered parishioners. Please call Linda in the Rectory office at (510) 653-8631 if you would
like a copy mailed to you.

Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.
You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Music Class
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how to
read music. They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7 pm in the
church.
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Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Ministry Coordinator
Karen Glen
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Taizé Prayer Service
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions,
framed with simple music. All are welcome!" The service will begin on
Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 minutes. No prior experience or training is necessary in order to participate; all
that is needed is a desire to meet with a small group to spend time in
prayer. If you would like more information, please contact Susan
Schaeffer at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on
the 1st Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on following days in 2018: February 4th, March 4th, April 8th (second Sunday),
May 6th, June 3rd, July 1st, August 5th, September 2nd, October 7th, November 4th, and December 2nd.
St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference:
Accepts Donations of Non-perishable Food, Bottled Water. Leave
donations in the SVdP basket in vestibule. Thank you.

Wings (Women in God’s Spirit)
The WINGS Winter Season is devoted to the study and sharing of
Scripture. WINGS is a faith enhancement group that encourages spiritual
growth through prayer, Scripture study, catechesis, life sharing and community. Meetings take place on Wednesdays in St. Theresa Event Center
(4850 Clarewood Dr., Oakland), meeting room 1 at 9:15am with hospitality followed by the guest speaker and program until 11:15am. Our guest
speaker presentations will uplift you and keep you informed. You’ll experience a welcoming community as we support each other in our spiritual
growth. Bring a friend! Women from local parishes and other denominations are welcome. For additional information, contact Courtenay Redis
at courtenaymorganredis@gmail.com
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From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator
Rebuking the Devils Within: But always we persevere, and must persevere,
with the same desire for obedience with which we (began)..on that first day. With
that same holy fear we must exercise our spirit in continual humble prayer right
up to the last day of our life, so that our spirit will never become lazy. We should
always be occupied with praying the Psalms or meditating or raising our mind to
God, pondering within ourselves the blazing charity we discover and see in the
blood of the Word, God’s Son. For he has made a bath of his blood to wash away
our sins. When we see and consider that God loves us so much, we cannot keep
ourselves from loving. And when we love, our mind thinks about the object of
our love. Now we cannot live without love. And since two opposing loves cannot
exist together, we must of necessity be stripped of perverse love and clothed in
God’s. Because our heart cannot be sensitive to the one we love, we use holy
thoughts to drive out the evil thoughts the devil would like to put into our heart.
And the devil, finding that our heart is ablaze in the fire of divine charity, doesn’t
come around much, any more than a fly comes around a boiling cauldron. But if
the devil were to find our heart fearful and lukewarm, he would come in right
away with all his ugly thought and imaginings. So we must keep active so that we
will be found not lukewarm or empty but filled with God in holy desire, remembering and meditating on the wonderful blessings we have received from him.
~St. Catherine of Siena (+1380) was a Dominican, stigmatist, papal counselor
and a Doctor of the Church.
COMING SOON: Mardi Gras Celebration on Sunday, February 11th following the 10:30 am Mass. Join us for the festive celebration while we prepare for
our Lenten Season. If you would like to provide a dish for the celebration please
pick up a flyer with links to the recipes we used previously. Don’t forget to put
your name on the sign up sheet. Visit our Lenten Resource table that Sunday to
pick up materials to prepare yourself and your family for a fully engaged Lent
Season.
ASH WEDNESDAY: This year the Season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 14th. Masses are scheduled for 12:10 pm and 7 pm. Mark your
calendars to join in the Parish Lenten Focus of Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving.
SAVE THE DATE: Lenten Day of Prayer on Friday, February 16th from noon
until 8 pm. Sign up to spend an hour with our Lord in the Devotion of Eucharistic
Adoration. Invite a friend to join you. There will be time for silent prayer and reconciliation. More information will be provided as we confirm the volunteers who
can commit to the time. If this is a devotion that you are not familiar with there
are pamphlets in the vestibule of the church, or call the parish office for more information.
Safe Environment for Children Project 2017 was the year for all volunteers to
recertify their Safe Environment for Children Project. If you have not completed
this training please log onto the following link to register on line and complete
the class. http://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/ Please contact the parish office if
you need assistance in completing this class

Ministry schedule
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
NOW: On Saturday, March 17th ,
St. Patrick’s day, Father Padriag
Greene will be the Presider at the
5pm Mass.
Come enjoy the Sunday vigil with a
touch of the Irish. RCIA on
Wednesday, January 31st @ 6:15
pm in the Rectory
Faith Formation: Sunday, Feb 4th
@ 9:10 am
Children’s Liturgy of the Word on
Sunday, Feb 4th @ 10:30 am Mass

Weekly Offering
January 21st collection: $2,955. Includes EFT.
Piano Repair Fund: $10,458.00
In Our Prayers
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Ivan
Lieberburg, Gloria Bautista, Gary
Richardi, Anita Eble, Shirley
Mitchell, Eileen Powditch, Lisa
Bradley, Fr. Terry Tompkins, Michael Dodds, Fr. George Crespin,
Fr. Richard Culver.
And those who have died: Fr.
Tony Herrera, Douglas Jones,
Aaron Permillion, Fr. Richard
Pieries, Steve Phelps, Joe Perkins,
Bob Cardelli, Rudy Bautista
Mass Intentions
Saturday, January 27th, 2018 5 pm
Parishioners and Benefactors
Sunday, January 28th, 2018 8 am
Sunday, January 28th, 2018 10:30
am
Rudy Bautista (+)

Sunday, January 28th, 2018 6
pm.

