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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: When have you felt that you betrayed the confidence of another, as Peter did when he denied Jesus?
For Children: When have you let someone down who trusted you? How did you feel?
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Holy Week 2018
Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner)
Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church which is
bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined
and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.
CRS Rice Bowl: ENCOUNTER OUR NEIGHBORS ~ We encounter Jesus this week in Jerusalem, a community he knew
well. We prayerfully enter our own communities too, encountering those who are hungry and thirsty, those who need our help.
How does our Lenten journey motivate us to serve those we meet in our daily lives? Visit crsricebowl.org for more.
House in a Box: We all remember the recent fires in our neighboring Diocese and have struggled with what we can do to
help. The recovery is long and as families work to rebuild their homes we can help to prepare them for the next step. The Society of St. Vincent de Paul has developed a program for natural disaster relief called, “A House in a Box”. As part of our
Lenten Almsgiving projects we will be sponsoring a House. There are envelopes available on the table in the vestibule that are
marked for this opportunity for almsgiving. Simply place your donation and drop it in any collection basket or give it to an
usher.
Help Provide a Vehicle for Evangelization in India: As many of you read a prior week’s bulletin, one of Fr. Augustine’s
former students, Fr. Cyriac has developed a work to help the under privileged youth in rural areas of India. He gives non formal education (English language and hospitality) to approximately 200 children every year and then he helps place them in
jobs at about a dozen resorts around India. He continues to work with them after they are placed, providing social gathering,
seminars and Holy Mass. Fr. Cyriac needs help in replacing an aging vehicle with a new one to transport the youth and continue to support them with provisions. The cost is approximately $20,000. There are envelopes available on the table in the
vestibule that are marked for this opportunity for almsgiving. Simply place your donation and drop it in any collection basket
or give it to an usher. Currently we have raised $95.
Provide Warmth for a Neighbor: We are currently collecting used, good and clean blankets and sleeping bags for our
neighbors who are on the streets. Please bring any that you may have to the box in the vestibule of the church over the next
couple of weeks. For more information contact Karen at the Parish office.
For more information on any of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
Support for the Incarcerated
Sessions on how the Church can support the incarcerated and their families, with both practical and spiritual resources, will be
offered by Catholic Charities of the East Bay and the diocesan Office for Life and Justice. “To Set the Prisoners Free: How our
Church can Respond to the Impacts of Incarceration” will be held three times: March 24 from 1-4 p.m., St. Joan of Arc, 2601
San Ramon Valley Road, San Ramon; March 28, 68:30 p.m., Cathedral of Christ the Light, 2121 Harrison St, Oakland; and
April 7, 9 am – noon, Catholic Charities, 217 Harbour Way.
"Seed: The Untold Story"
A heartwarming account of how indigenous seed keepers along with farmers, scientists, and lawyers stand up to giant chemical
companies to defend the future of our food, will be screened April 7, 7:30 p.m. at Stack Hall, Our Lady of Grace Church, 3433
Somerset Avenue, Castro Valley. Free admission, and handicapped accessible and ample parking. Bring a favorite snack or savory treat to share (optional). Sponsored by Our Lady of Grace Pax Christi/Social Justice group. For more information, contact
Dennise at 510.303.9767
“Women in Hebrew Scripture Tell Their Stories,”
Presented by Dr. Toinette M. Eugene, will be held March 26 and 27, 1-3 p.m. each day, at The School of Applied Theology, St.
Albert’s Priory, 5890 Birch Ct., Oakland. By focusing on stories of two well-known women in the Hebrew Scriptures, and
through an introduction to artistic renderings of their stories, we will reflect on the action of God in the lives of these women
and consider ways in which the characteristics and values that guided their actions have relevance for us in our day. Registration
is $80; go to http://www.satgtu.org/course-offerings/ or call 510.652.1651. Continuing Education Units are available.

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday, or Passion
Sunday. It has a split personality. It starts with an upbeat gospel recounting Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. It is a festive affair, complete with a parade route
strewn with palm branches instead of ticker tape. But
we quickly progress to the stark reading of Jesus’ passion, bearable only because we already know its happy
ending. Mel Gibson’s film did us a favor in reminding
us how shockingly brutal the whole business really was.
And we have come, at the end of Lent - to the Great
High Holy Days of the Christian faith, the Sacred Triduum (the Three Days) and Easter Sunday.
All our days of Lenten effort, our energy spent in
spiritual renewal, our work at fasting and sacrifice,
come to a conclusion this week. We come to renew our
Baptismal commitment, and to celebrate what Christ
has done for us in His dying and rising.
There are two final acts of preparation that many of
us yet need to be a part of in order to participate fully in
these experiences of Easter joy.
First, we need to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation; the Lord’s healing power and cleansing grace
given us in and through the Church. We still have one
opportunity when it is available to us – Monday evening this week, at St. Augustine at 7:00 PM. None of
us can say that we have no need of healing, no need of
God’s forgiveness. We need to come to the Easter cele-

brations with our hearts purified and unencumbered.
We all need the Lord’s help to remain faithful, to begin
yet again, and to grow in our relationship with Him, to
be more fully a disciple filled with hope and joy.
Second, we need to actually take part in the Triduum celebrations of Holy Thursday (7::00 PM), Good
Friday (7:00 PM) and the Easter Vigil Service (8:30
PM). They are really one celebration spread over three
evenings. In entering into these beautiful liturgies, we
enter more deeply into the mystery that is made present
through them. There are no finer experiences of community prayer than the rites celebrated on these evenings.
May you experience this week in all its power and
love. You are a fine community of God’s people. May
you know the depths of His love, His presence, and His
Resurrection in your hearts.
Father Augustine

400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 • www.staugustineoakland.com
• Weekend Mass schedule •
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

• Weekday Eucharist •
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
Saturday 4 p.m.
Also upon request

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”
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Parish News
End of year tax statements are now available for registered parishioners. Please call Linda in the Rectory office at (510) 653-8631 if you
would like a copy mailed to you.
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.
You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on
the 1st Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on following days in 2018: April 8th (second Sunday), May 6th, June 3rd, July
1st, August 5th, September 2nd, October 7th, November 4th, and December 2nd.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Ministry Coordinator
Karen Glen
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Young Adults Group
St. Augustine’s Parish is excited to announce plans for the formation of
a Young Adults group. If you are interested in receiving more information
about the group, please email Richard Kearney at rkearney89@gmail.com.
St. Vincent de Paul Society
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water. Leave donations in the SVdP basket in the vestibule. Thank You.
Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair? Contact
Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will gladly repair
it free of charge.
Taize Prayer
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions,
framed with simple music. All are welcome!" The service will begin on
Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 minutes. No prior experience or training is necessary in order to participate; all
that is needed is a desire to meet with a small group to spend time in
prayer. If you would like more information, please contact Susan
Schaeffer at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729

Music Class
Our music classes will resume after Easter.
Easter Season Schedule
Lenten Reconciliation, March 26th at 7 pm
Holy Thursday, March 29th, Mass at 7 pm
Good Friday, Seven Last Words, March 30th at 12 pm
Good Friday, Stations of the Cross, March 30th at 3:30 pm
Good Friday, The Liturgy of the Lord's Passion, March 30th at 7 pm
Saturday Prayer Service, March 31st at 8:30 am
Easter Vigil Mass, March 31st at 8:30 pm
Easter Sunday, April 1st, Masses at 8 am & 10:30 am
There will be no Reconciliation or 5 pm Mass on Saturday,
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From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator
Almsgiving ~ Jay Mitchell
This is Palm Sunday weekend, and many may be wondering why there are still
envelopes for the Bishop’s Appeal, Catholic Relief Services, a new car for
Missionary Work in India, “House in a Box” for fire victims in Sonoma
County, and Flower Offering in the vestibule and pews. To answer with the
theological point-of-view first: Our Lenten practice of Almsgiving is intended
to create within us new and tender hearts; hearts more willing to spread our
material resources to the poor or those serving the poor, as implied or directly
instructed in the gospels. A more jaundiced answer is we need to do better as
a parish in supporting the Bishop’s Appeal, CRS, and the other causes represented by those envelopes, and keeping the envelopes in the church serve as a
reminder to all of us of that fact.
I remember how confused I was, as I was thumbing through my first box of
parish donation envelopes, that there was an envelope for April 7, 2007 and an
envelope dated April 7, 2007 marked “Easter Offering.” Is this a mistake?
Duplicate envelopes for the Sunday and Easter seemed strange. Were we expected to choose one envelope over the other? Were we expected to make an
Easter Offering to a spouse, friend, and charitable organization?
I decided to ask my catechists and priest who all told me essentially the
same thing: the “normal” Sunday sacrificial envelope is supplemented by an
extra donation using the Easter Offering envelope (if one is so inclined and
can prayerfully afford it). This fits within the Jesuit tradition of emphasis on
“Magis” (The Latin word for “more”); as in one can do a little more, out of
love, to support Jesus Christ and his Church (via the parish) for all the love the
parish extends. The Easter Offering, and the other envelopes, also fits within
the New Orleans tradition of offering some “lagniappe” (Cajun term for “a
little extra”, usually a little extra bit of hospitality/food offered to a visitor or
restaurant guest free of charge). In New Orleans, that most Catholic of
American cities, lagniappe is the material manifestation of mercy; making the
rough edges of life smooth, and makes New Orleans “The Big Easy.” I was
instructed our Lenten fasting is intended to free up the funds necessary for our
almsgiving.
Finally, let me conclude with a short paragraph on the Flower Offering envelopes. It might come as a surprise to many parishioners how large the cost is
to purchase the flowers for our sanctuary during Christmas and Easter. The
same parishioners would be shocked how effectively the visual and aromatic
transformation of our sanctuary with trees, plants, flowers and orchids subliminally teaches the message of New, Abundant, and Beautiful Life through
Christ during Christmas and Easter. In your almsgiving in these final days of
Lent, please prayerfully consider a donation to offset the cost of lilies, roses,
and orchids during Eastertide. Consider it an investment in subliminal evangelization.
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Ministry schedule
Evening Prayer @ 6:00 pm on
Wednesday, Mar 21st in the
Church
RCIA @ 6:45 pm on Wednesday, Mar 21st following Evening
Prayer in the Chapel
Chrism Mass at Cathedral of
Christ the Light on Thursday,
Mar 22nd @ 6:30 pm
Stations of the Cross on Friday,
March 23rd @ 12:10 pm in the
Church
Faith Formation: Sunday, March
25th @ 9:10 am
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
on Sunday, March 25th @ 10:30
am Mass
SAVE THE DATE FOR THE
LENTEN RECONCILIATION
SERVICE ON MONDAY,
MARCH 26TH @ 7 PM.

Weekly Offering
March 18th collection: $2,897.
Includes EFT.
In Our Prayers
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Anita
Eble, Shirley Mitchell, Eileen
Powditch, Doris Habiger, Eva
Dutra, Robert Springer, Nathan
Taylor
And those who have died: Fr.
Richard Pieries, Joe Perkins,
Bob Cardelli, Rudy Bautista, Fr.
Richard Culver, Matthew Smith,
Mary Arnold,
Mass Intentions
Saturday, March 24th 2018, 5
pm
Pat Ford
Sunday, March 25th, 2018, 8 am
Mary Sweeney
Sunday, March 25th, 2018,
10:30 am
Sunday, March 25th, 2018, 6 pm
Parishioners & Benefactors

