St. Augustine Catholic Church Easter Sunday April 1st, 2018

QUESTION OF THE WEEK

For Adults: What change could the hope of the resurrection of Christ inspire you to make?

For Children: What bad habit would you like to “clear out” during the hopeful time of this Easter season?

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner):

Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church which is
bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being
confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.

CRS Rice Bowl: Please turn in your Rice Bowls this coming week. They can be brought to any Mass and given to
an Usher or Acolyte

Advocacy 101 Training - In preparation for Catholic Lobby Day which takes place on April 24th, in Sacramento,
CA, Just Faith is sponsoring a 2-hour training workshop on April 7th, 2018. St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church 2601 San
Ramon Valley Blvd. San Ramon, CA 94583 Multi-Purpose Room (on the lower campus, to the left of the lawn area)
Saturday, April 7th, 2018 Mass at 9:00am 9:30am -11:30am Program Have you ever wanted to contact a legislator or
take action and don't know how to go about doing it? We will learn everything we need to know in order to make our
voices heard for the voiceless: Learn about the Farm Bill 2018, Train on how to use social media efficiently, how to
tweet, email, make phone calls, letters and in office (district) visits to staff. This will also prepare you to advocate on
April 24th in Sacramento for State Issues. Bring your laptop, iPad or iPhone so we can contact our House of Represen-
tative immediately this day about the Farm Bill (don't cut funds for SNAP and others in need)

House in a Box: If you wanted to support this project to help provide for families struggling from natural disasters, it
is not to late. We will continue to collect money until the week of April 15th. Just put your donation in an envelope
marked “House in a Box™ and drop it in any collection basket.

Help Provide a Vehicle for Evangelization in India: It’s not too late to contribute to this worthy charity organized
by one of Fr. Augustine’s former students. We will continue to collect money until the week of April 15th. Just put your
donation in an envelope marked “Vehicle Donation” and drop it in any collection basket.

Provide Warmth for a Neighbor: We are currently collecting used, good and clean blankets and sleeping bags for
our neighbors who are on the streets. Please bring any that you may have to the box in the vestibule of the church over
the next couple of weeks.

For more information contact Karen at the Parish office. For more information on any of our projects, please contact
kglen.staugustinemc(@gmail.com

"Seed: The Untold Story"

A heartwarming account of how indigenous seed keepers along with farmers, scientists, and lawyers stand up to giant
chemical companies to defend the future of our food, will be screened April 7, 7:30 p.m. at Stack Hall, Our Lady of
Grace Church, 3433 Somerset Avenue, Castro Valley. Free admission, and handicapped accessible and ample park-
ing. Bring a favorite snack or savory treat to share (optional). Sponsored by Our Lady of Grace Pax Christi/Social
Justice group. For more information, contact Dennise at 510.303.9767

Continued from Page 1

We seek to deepen our Holy-Spirit life, with God’s help. We seek to be more fully surrendered to the life of the
Risen Christ within each of us. We seek to continue the work of Christ in this world, to serve our brothers and sis-
ters, to share with them the Good News of salvation offered to all in Christ. We seek to bring to ever greater fullness
the God-life given us in Baptism until that day when we experience it fully in the kingdom of our Father in heaven.

No wonder then that we rejoice in this day and will continue our celebration for fifty days. There is nothing to
celebrate that is as important or as significant as this Easter Day. “Let us rejoice and be glad in it.”

Fr. Augustine

Saint Augustlne Catholic Church
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This is the Day the Lord Has Made

April 1st, 2018

“This 1s the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and
be glad in it” goes the ancient Christian hymn for this
day and the fifty days of celebration which follow.

Today we celebrate THE Christian feast - the reli-
gious and spiritual event upon which Christianity stands
or falls — the Resurrection of Jesus from the dead.

It is important to realize that Jesus did not just come
back to the kind of life He had before, with all its limi-
tations and narrowness. The Gospels try to indicate to
us that yes, this is the same Jesus, but there is some-
thing different about Him. He is not always recognized
right away. He appears and disappears. He passes
through locked doors, yet He asks the disciples to touch
His wounds, and to give Him something to eat — all to
prove that it is the same Jesus, but with a different kind
of body, a resurrected body. It is the human being, Je-
sus, now totally transformed by the Holy Spirit, totally
one with the Father but without any of His former hu-
man limitations. So He can be present everywhere and
not just in first century Palestine. He can dwell within
each of us and we in Him. He is not just a resuscitated
corpse, as many paintings and pictures portray Him. He
is resurrected — which is totally different.

Because Jesus has been raised from the dead, so will
we be who are joined to the Risen Lord by faith and
Baptism. As long as we have not turned away from that
faith by how we live or the sinful decisions we have
made, we will be, upon our death, as He is. That is the
whole foundation of our faith. St. Paul puts it very
bluntly: “If Jesus is not raised from the dead then nei-
ther will we be. And we are then the most unhappy of
humans,” for we are following an illusion, a deception.

And when death comes, there is only oblivion that we
have to look forward to.

In faith, we experience and begin to live that Risen Life
of Christ from the first moment of our Baptism. We
become alive with the very life that fills Jesus Christ,
the life of the Holy Spirit. This happens in a real,
though in this life, an imperfect way.

Because Baptism is so important to our Life in
Christ, the whole of Lent is devoted to the renewal of
our Baptismal commitment which we give voice to at
Mass today. The Baptism of adults takes place at the
Easter Vigil Service on Holy Saturday evening.

Continued on Page 4
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¢ Weekend Mass schedule o
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.
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e Weekday Eucharist e

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.
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o Sacrament of Reconciliation e
Saturday 4 p.m.
Also upon request
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Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Parish News

End of year tax statements are now available for registered parishion-
ers. Please call Linda in the Rectory office at (510) 653-8631 if you would
like a copy mailed to you.

Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form lo-
cated on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.
You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.

Prayer Tree

Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on
the 1* Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on fol-
lowing days in 2018: April 8th (second Sunday), May 6th, June 3rd, July
Ist, August 5th, September 2nd, October 7th, November 4th, and Decem-
ber 2nd.

Young Adults Group

St. Augustine’s Parish is excited to announce plans for the formation of
a Young Adults group. If you are interested in receiving more information
about the group, please email Richard Kearney at rkearney89(@gmail.com.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water. Leave dona-

tions in the SVdP basket in the vestibule. Thank You.

Rosary Repairs

Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair? Contact
Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will gladly repair
it free of charge.

Taize Prayer

Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions,
framed with simple music. All are welcome!" The service will begin on
Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 min-
utes. No prior experience or training is necessary in order to participate; all
that is needed is a desire to meet with a small group to spend time in
prayer. If you would like more information, please contact Susan
Schaeffer at lilac52(@gmail.com or 415-935-1729

Music Class
Our music class will resume after Easter.
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From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator
Happy Easter! Alleluia! He is Risen!

Saying those words is like drinking a tall glass of cold water after being out in the desert
all day. Lent is over and it is now time to celebrate the great joy of Easter!

At the Easter Vigil, the Exsultet is sung as Mass begins in darkness, illumined only by
candles throughout the church. The Exsultet is a beautiful hymn of rejoicing in Christ’s
triumph over sin and death. One part states: O truly necessary sin of Adam, destroyed
completely by the Death of Christ! O happy fault that earned for us sogreat, so glorious a
Redeemer!

This line stands out because it calls the sin of Adam “necessary” and refers to it as “O
happy fault.” At first, this may seem strange. Why is it that we refer to the sin of Adam,
Original Sin, as “necessary” and “happy.” The answer is Easter. It’s because God, in His
perfect wisdom and love, took sin and the consequence of sin (death) and used them as
the means of the salvation of the world. That’s what Easter is all about!

This may be hard to comprehend so it’s worth thinking about more deeply. Without
Adam’s sin, there would be no Jesus. God would not have had to become one of us. So
even though the original sin of Adam, as well as all future sin, is evil and wrong, God in
His perfect power and love chose to use it as the very means of the salvation of the world.
How? By allowing the sins of the world to persecute Him and crucify Him, and then, by
turning that suffering and death into the very means of salvation. Jesus destroyed sin by
destroying the consequences of sin which is death. Death loses in the Resurrection! Jesus’
Resurrection takes away the effects of all sin for those who cling to Him.

Easter is a time when we must do just that. We must “cling” to our resurrected Lord! We
must cling to Jesus who is alive and well. We must cling to His Resurrection and strive to
share in it. How do we cling to our Resurrected Lord? There are many ways. Here is one.

Take joy in everything. Start with whatever it is that burdens you the most. Whatever it is
that makes you angry, sad or depressed. Whatever that is, it can potentially become one
of your greatest sources of grace and joy. Seriously, it can. If the brutal Crucifixion of
Jesus, the Son of God, can turn out to be the greatest event in all of human history, then
your personal suffering, your burden, or even your sin can very much become a source of
great joy as long as you let God transform it into part of His Resurrection!

This is the meaning of Easter! Easter means that nothing can keep us from the joy that
God wants to give us. Nothing can steal that joy away. Sure, at times we will struggle just
as Jesus did in the Agony of the Garden and the Via Dolorosa (the Way of the Cross), but
those sufferings will not win. The Resurrection won with Christ and it will win with us
when we cling to Him. Jesus persevered and, in the end, rose victorious. This is Easter!

Know that God wants you to experience the joy of Easter in your life. Let Him fill you
with hope and with the joy that only the Resurrection can bring. God wants Easter to be-
gin now in our lives! Happy Easter!

Lord, help me to cling to You in Your Resurrection. Help me to let you transform every
cross and burden in my life into joy. Lord, may Your joy fill my life and be my strength
in all things. Jesus, I trust in You.~MY CATHOLIC LIFE

Ministry schedule
RCIA_on Wednesday, April 4th
@ 6:15 pm

Faith Formation: Will resume
on Sunday, April 15th @ 9:10
am

Chil drenods
Word will resume on Sunday,
April 15th @ 10:30 am

Weekly Offering

March 25th collection: $3,702.
Includes EFT.

In Our Pravers

Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Anita
Eble, Shirley Mitchell, Eileen
Powditch, Doris Habiger, Eva
Dutra, Robert Springer.

And those who have died: Fr.
Richard Pieries, Joe Perkins,
Bob Cardelli, Rudy Bautista, Fr.
Richard Culver, Matthew Smith,
Mary Arnold,

Mass Intentions

Saturday, March 31st, 2018,
Easter Vigil

Sunday, April 1st, 2018, 8 am
Parishioners & Benefactors

Sunday, April 1st 2018, 10:30
am
Margaret Rice (+)

Liturc
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