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Some may think that fake news is a 21
st
 century 

invention. It has been there from the dawn of hu-
man existence. The difference is the global reach 
and the speed with which it can travel and, conse-
quently, affect or influence a vast number of peo-
ple. Fake news can fall under any of the following 
categories: gossip, rumor, falsifying truth, decep-
tion, misinformation, deceiving, lying, misrepre-
senting, distorting, fabricating truth, etc. 

 
We find mention of fake news in the Gospel: 

“while they were going, behold, some of the guard 
went into the city and told the chief priests all that 
had taken place. And when they had assembled 
with the elders and taken counsel, they gave a 
sum of money to the soldiers and said, “Tell peo-
ple, ‘His disciples came by night and stole him 
away while we were asleep.’ And if this comes to 
the governor’s ears, we will satisfy him and keep 
you out of trouble.” So they took the money and 
did as they were directed; and this story has been 
spread among the Jews to this day.” (Matthew 
28:11-15) 

 
The authorities were trying to falsify the resur-

rection of Jesus. If we examine history, we find 
that fake news has caused wars, violence, mur-
ders and all sorts of evil. Our penchant for truth is 
challenged and, at times, even overcome by fake 
news. 

 
In discussing fake news, we may think that it is 

out there, or someone else is the cause of fake 
news. In some ways, we are all guilty of fake 
news. When we gossip or engage in character as-
sassination of another we are engaging in fake 
news. Saint Francis of Sales says, "Slander is a 

kind of murder. 
We have three 
kinds of life: spiri-
tual (God’s 
grace), corporal 
(that of body and 
soul) and social 
(our good name). 
Sin destroys the 
spiritual life, 
death the corpo-
ral life and slan-
der/gossip de-
stroys social life.” 

 
The saint con-

tinues to say, 
“beware of falsely imputing crimes and sins to your 
neighbor, revealing his secret sins, exaggerating 
those that are manifest, putting an evil interpreta-
tion on his good works…in these you offend God 
and do harm to your neighbor.” 

 
As we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus, it is 

good to ask: Am I an agent of fake news? In our 
TV, computer, internet and social media age, not 
only the agent of fake news, but the platform that 
supports it also is guilty. Those responsible for 
providing the platform for news and media should 
scrutinize and remove fake news before it does 
tremendous harm to humanity! 

 

Father Augustine 

• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 
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Fake News 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
 

For Adults:   What questions about Jesus still arise in the midst of your faith? 

For Children:  What question would you like to ask someone about Jesus’ appearance to the Apostles? 

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner):  

Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church 

which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is un-

healthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.    
 

CRS Rice Bowl: Please turn in your Rice Bowls this coming week.  They can be brought to any Mass and given to 

an Usher or Acolyte 
 

House in a Box: If you wanted to support this project to help provide for families struggling from natural disasters, 

it is not too late. We will continue to collect money until the week of April 15th. Just put your donation in an en-

velope marked “House in a Box” and drop it in any collection basket. 
 

Help Provide a Vehicle for Evangelization in India: It’s not too late to contribute to this worthy charity organized 

by one of Fr. Augustine’s former students.  We will continue to collect money until the week of April 15th. Just 

put your donation in an envelope marked “Vehicle Donation” and drop it in any collection basket. 
 

For more information on any of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com 

 School of the Madeleine 

Your Catholic school in Berkeley 

Call for a Tour at (510) 526-4744 

1225 Milvia St., Berkeley, CA 94709 

www.themadeleine.com 
 

The mission of the School of the Madeleine is to inspire students to grow as educated, morally informed individuals.  

In the tradition of Catholic education we believe that every child is exceptional, and our goal is to help students grow 

into lifelong learners and compassionate leaders. 

 

Holy Names Sisters  
 

Holy Names Sisters will celebrate the 150th Anniversary of their arrival in California with the  

Opening event on May 10, 2018, at the St. Theresa Event Center. 

The reception and a short program will be from 4:30—6:30 pm.  All are welcome 

Please RSVP to www.snjmca150.org. 

A longer article will be in the April 23rd edition of The Catholic Voice. 

Easter Vigil courtesy of Courtenay Redis 
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From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator 

 
Why Do Questions Arise? 

 

On Easter Day, on awakening late after the long midnight services in our 

parish church, I read over the last chapter of the four Gospels and felt that I 

received great light and understanding with the reading of them. They have 

taken the Lord our of his tomb and we do not know where they have laid him, 

Mary Magdalene said, and we can say this with her in times of doubt and 

questioning.  How do we know we believe? How do we know we indeed have 

faith?  Because we have seen his hands and his feet in the poor around us.  He 

has shown himself to us in them.  We start by loving them for him, and we 

soon love them for themselves, each one a unique person, most special! 

 

In that last glorious chapter of Saint Luke, Jesus told his followers, Why 

are you so perturbed? Why do questions arise in your minds?  Look at my 

hands and my feet.  It is I myself.  Touch me and see. No ghost has flesh and 

bones as you can see I have.  They were still unconvinced, for it seemed too 

good to be true.  So he asked them, “Have you anything to eat?” They offered 

him a piece of fish they had cooked which he took and ate before their eyes. 

How can I help but think of these things every time I sit down…and look 

around at the tables filled with the utterly poor who are going through their 

long continuing crucifixion.  It is most surely an exercise of faith for us to see 

Christ in each other.  But it is through such exercise that we grow and the joy 

of our vocation assures us we are on the right path. 

 

Most certainly, it is easier to believe now that the sun warms us, and we 

know that buds will appear on the sycamore trees in the wasteland across from 

the Catholic Worker office, that life will spring out of the dull clods of that 

littered park across the way.  There are wars and rumors of war, poverty, and 

plague, hunger and pain.  Still, the sap is rising, again there is the resurrection 

of spring, God’s continuing promise to us that he is with us always, with his 

comfort and joy, if we will only ask. 

 

The mystery of the poor is this: That they are Jesus, and what you do for 

them you do for him.  It is the only way we have of knowing and believing in 

our love.  The mystery of poverty is that by sharing in it, making ourselves 

poor in giving to others, we increase our knowledge and belief in love. ~ Ser-

vant of God Dorothy Day. Servant of God Dorothy Day (+1980) was co-

founder of the Catholic Worker movement. 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars Now:  Our Celebration of Pentecost will be on 

Sunday, May 20th following the 10:30 am Mass. 
 

Save the Date:   Our Ministry Volunteer Dinner will be on Thursday, 

May 31st.   We will begin with a prayer service @ 6 pm, followed by din-

ner @ 6:30 pm.  All volunteers are encouraged to attend.  Mark your cal-

endars now, there will be more information to come. 

 
 

 

Ministry schedule  
RCIA on Wednesday, April 

18th @ 6:15 pm 

Faith Formation: Sunday, 

April 21st @ 9:10 am 

Children’s Liturgy of the 

Word: Sunday, April 21st @ 

10:30 am Mass  

 

Weekly Offering 
 

April 8th collection. $3,053.00 

Includes EFT.  
 

In Our Prayers 
 

Please remember in your 

prayers those who are ill: Anita 

Eble,  Shirley Mitchell, Eileen 

Powditch, Doris Habiger, Eva 

Dutra, Robert Springer, Nathan 

Taylor, Elaine Zabriskie. 
 

And those who have died: Fr. 

Richard Pieries,  Joe Perkins, 

Bob Cardelli, Rudy Bautista, Fr. 

Richard Culver,  Matthew Smith, 

Mary Arnold,  Arthur A.J. Jacob. 

 

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, April 14th, 2018, 5 pm  

 

Sunday, April 15th,  2018, 8 am 

 

Sunday, April 15th,  2018, 10:30 

am 

Parishioners & Benefactors 

 

Sunday, April 15th, 6 pm 
 

St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 Parish staff 
 Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
(510) 653-8631 ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 
 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Coordinator 
Karen Glen 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

Parish News 
 

Welcome 

    If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending 

our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form lo-

cated on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.  

You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.     

  

Prayer Tree 

Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on 

the 1st Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on fol-

lowing days in 2018:  May 6th, June 3rd, July 1st, August 5th, September 

2nd, October 7th, November 4th, and December 2nd. 

 

Young Adults Group 

 St. Augustine’s Parish is excited to announce plans for the formation of 

a Young Adults group.  If you are interested in receiving more information 

about the group, please email Richard Kearney at rkearney89@gmail.com.  

 

Matching Gift Program - Help Your Parish 

If your company/place of employment has a matching gift program, 

please contact your HR department for details on how to double your St. 

Augustine's plate contribution.  

Rosary Repairs 

Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair?  Contact 

Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will gladly repair 

it free of charge. 

 

Taize Prayer 

Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions, 

framed with simple music.  All are welcome!"  The service will begin on 

Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 min-

utes.  No prior experience or training is necessary in order to participate; all 

that is needed is a desire to meet with a small group to spend time in 

prayer.  If you would like more information, please contact Susan 

Schaeffer at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729 

 

  

St. Vincent de Paul Society 

Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water.  Leave dona-

tions in the SVdP basket in the vestibule.  Thank You. 
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