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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: Whom are you shepherding in your life right now, and who shepherds you?
For Children: Who has been like a shepherd to you by their example? For whom could you be a shepherd?
Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner):
Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty
because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy
of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.
A Camping We Will Go/Provide: Join us in our outreach to the Elizabeth House in celebration of Mother’s Day. Beginning May 13th thru May
27th we will be accepting donations for the Send the Kids to Camp Fundraiser. All donations will go towards the funds needed to provide the
children at Elizabeth House the opportunity to attend camps and day camps during the summer months. Stay tuned for more information.
For more information on any of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com

School of the Madeleine
Your Catholic school in Berkeley
Call for a Tour at (510) 526-4744
1225 Milvia St., Berkeley, CA 94709
www.themadeleine.com
The mission of the School of the Madeleine is to inspire students to grow as educated, morally informed individuals.
In the tradition of Catholic education we believe that every child is exceptional, and our goal is to help students grow
into lifelong learners and compassionate leaders.
Holy Names Sisters
Holy Names Sisters will celebrate the 150th Anniversary of their arrival in California with the
Opening event on May 10, 2018, at the St. Theresa Event Center.
The reception and a short program will be from 4:30—6:30 pm. All are welcome
Please RSVP to www.snjmca150.org.
A longer article will be in the April 23rd edition of The Catholic Voice.
Easter Vigil courtesy of Courtenay Redis
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Church News
New Marian Feast:
The Vatican published a decree in which Pope Francis declared that the Mary "Mother of the Church" feast
would be celebrated on the Monday following Pentecost. This year, it falls on May 21.
The decree said Francis wanted the devotion to
"encourage the growth of the maternal sense of the
Church in the pastors, religious and faithful, as well as a
growth of genuine Marian piety."
The title of “Mother of the Church” was famously
bestowed on the Blessed Virgin Mary by Blessed Pope
Paul VI during the Second Vatican Council. The understanding of Mary’s motherhood has developed in the
decades following Vatican II, especially as the Church
has reflected on the Council’s teaching about Mary in
chapter 8 of the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church
(Lumen Gentium).
In 2016, Francis set another feast day for another key
woman in Christ's life, declaring July 22 as the feast of
St. Mary Magdalene.
Apostolic Exhortation:
An apostolic exhortation is a type of communication
from the Pope of the Roman Catholic Church. It encourages a community of people to undertake a particular activity but does not define Church doctrine.
It is considered lower in formal authority than
a papal encyclical, but higher than other ecclesiastical
letters, Apostolic Letters and other papal writings.
Apostolic exhortations are issued in response to an
assembly of the Synod of Bishops, in which case they
are known as post-synodal apostolic exhortations.

New Apostolic
Exhortation:
GAUDETE ET
EXSULTATE
(Rejoice and be
glad), March 19,
2018. Subtitled
“On the call to
holiness in the
contemporary world”
Pope Francis has issued a long apostolic exhortation on holiness in today’s world, in which he emphasizes the universal call to sanctity, highlights the pitfalls
to achieving it, and recalls that the Christian life is one
of constant battle against the devil and the forces of
evil.
As with every apostolic exhortation or letter, the
document begins with its title: “Rejoice and be glad” —
Jesus’ words to those persecuted or humiliated for His
sake.
Its emphasis is on the importance of discernment,
warnings against Gnosticism and neo-Pelagianism, rigidity, doing things as they have always been done, an
excessive emphasis on doctrine, and gossip.
The document is rich in guidance on how to answer
the call to holiness in a world filled with distractions,
consumerism and hedonism. Frequently, the Pope
stresses the importance of prayer and worship, but gives
greater emphasis to acts of love and mercy toward one’s
neighbor, especially the poor and those on the periphery.

Continued from page 1

“The Lord asks everything of us, and in return He offers us true life, the happiness for which we were created,” the
Pope begins. “He wants us to be saints and not to settle for a bland and mediocre existence,” and he reminds the faithful
that the call to holiness “is present in various ways from the very first pages of the Bible.”
In light of this, the Pope says his “modest goal” is to “re-propose the call to holiness in a practical way for our own
time, with all its risks, challenges and opportunities. For the Lord has chosen each one of us ‘to be holy and blameless
before Him in love.”
Father Augustine
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400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 • www.staugustineoakland.com
• Weekend Mass schedule •
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

• Weekday Eucharist •
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
Saturday 4 p.m.
Also upon request

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.
You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on
the 1st Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on following days in 2018: May 6th, June 3rd, July 1st, August 5th, September
2nd, October 7th, November 4th, and December 2nd.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Ministry Coordinator
Karen Glen
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Young Adults Group
St. Augustine’s Parish is excited to announce plans for the formation of
a Young Adults group. If you are interested in receiving more information
about the group, please email Richard Kearney at rkearney89@gmail.com.
Matching Gift Program - Help Your Parish
If your company/place of employment has a matching gift program,
please contact your HR department for details on how to double your St.
Augustine's plate contribution.
Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair? Contact
Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will gladly repair
it free of charge.
Taize Prayer
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions,
framed with simple music. All are welcome!" The service will begin on
Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 minutes. No prior experience or training is necessary in order to participate; all
that is needed is a desire to meet with a small group to spend time in
prayer. If you would like more information, please contact Susan
Schaeffer at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729
St. Vincent de Paul Society
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water. Leave donations in the SVdP basket in the vestibule. Thank You.
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From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator
Catholic Funeral Services: Community Outreach Staff from the
Catholic Funeral & Cemetery Services, a Ministry of the Diocese of
Oakland will be here on Saturday, May 5 & Sunday, May 6, 2018 to
discuss the spiritual and practical reasons for learning about Catholic
Funeral & Cemetery Services. After each Mass, Deacon Dave Holland
will share a short presentation along with a question and answer session
in the church. Please take advantage of this opportunity to better understand the importance of a Catholic funeral and burial.
Celebrate Mother’s Day by Donating to Elizabeth House’s Fund
for Summer Camp Programs: Every year the Elizabeth House
(located in the former convent), a home for families in transition, tries to
offer opportunities for the children who are living there temporarily to
experience the fun and activity of summer programs. As you can imagine, the need for funds to support these activities are greatly needed. For
three Sunday’s in May beginning on Mother’s Day we will offer opportunities for you to make donations to this special fund.
Mark Your Calendars Now: Our Celebration of Pentecost will be
on Sunday, May 20th following the 10:30 am Mass. This yearly hospitality program in Honor of the Birthday of the Church is a multi cultural
Holy Spirit Potluck. Bring a dish to share with others that celebrates
your ethnicity, culture or family traditions. Invite your family and
friends to join us in celebration for the liturgy as well as the hospitality
that follows. Volunteers are needed to help receive food, serve and clean
up. Please contact the parish office for more information
Celebrating our Children: This year we have 11 children participating in the Sacrament Program for Reconciliation and First Holy Communion. The children and their families joined us for their First Reconciliation at our Lenten Reconciliation Service. First Holy Communion
will be celebrated on Sunday, June 3rd @ the 10:30 am Mass. We invite
you to join us for this special Mass. Please continue to pray for the children and their families during this time of formation.
Save the Date: Our Ministry Volunteer Dinner will be on Thursday,
May 31st. All who serve in the community are invited for this special
evening to celebrate together in praise and thanksgiving for the gifts we
share. We will begin with a prayer service @ 6 pm, followed by dinner
@ 6:30 pm. All volunteers are encouraged to attend. Mark your calendars now!
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Ministry schedule
RCIA on Wednesday, April
25th, @ 6:15 pm
Faith Formation: Sunday, April
29th @ 9:10 am
Children’s Liturgy of the Word:
Sunday, April 29th @ 10:30 am
Mass

Weekly Offering
April 15th collection. $3,232.00
Includes EFT.
In Our Prayers
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill:
Anita Eble, Eileen Powditch,
Robert Springer, Elaine
Zabriskie, Keith Mixon.
And those who have died:
Matthew Smith, Mary Arnold,
Arthur A.J. Jacob.
Mass Intentions
Saturday, April 21st, 2018, 5 pm
Sunday, April 22nd 2018, 8 am
Sunday, April 22nd 2018, 10:30
am
Mary Arnold (+)
Sunday, April 22nd, 6 pm
Parishioners & Benefactors

