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Ushers and Greeters: We are in the process of 

training parishioners to be ushers and greeters. 
We have an urgent need for this ministry at all 
Holy Masses. Anyone who feels called to this min-
istry please enter your name on the signup sheet 
at the back of the Church.  Kindly also indicate 
your preferences for the Holy Mass.  

Being a greeter means welcoming people as 
they come into the church and helping them if they 
need assistance. They also help with collection 
taking and distributing the bulletins after Mass.  
Ushers are primarily responsible for taking up the 
collection. 

I invite anyone able, to consider joining the min-
istry. 

 
Young Adult Group: you may be aware that 

our parish has started a new Young Adult (18-35) 
ministry. It is the coming together of a dedicated 
group of young people for prayer, fellowship and 
ministry/mission work. I want to congratulate Rick 
and Lydia Kearney and their circle of friends who 
took the initiative to start the group. They meet on 
Mondays at 7:00 PM in the Church. All young 
adults are welcome to join this dynamic and fun-
loving group. 

 
Volunteer Dinner: It is our way of saying thank 

you to all our dear volunteers who minister at the 
Church. We have nearly a hundred persons who 
step up in different ways to serve God and the 
Church. We thank them and appreciate their gen-
erosity. I invite all volunteers to attend the prayer 
service and the dinner. 

 

First Com-
munion: Our 
First Commun-
ion is around 
the corner. Our 
children are 
being prepared 
for this impor-
tant event. This 
year, we have 
about eleven 
children who 
will be receiv-
ing Holy 
Eucharist for the first time. Kindly pray for the chil-
dren and their families. We thank God for the gift 
of these families to the Church. I take this opportu-
nity to congratulate the parents who prepare their 
children and educate them in the faith. Similarly, 
our Faith Formation teachers, too, do a great ser-
vice to God and the families by educating the chil-
dren. It is a time of rejoicing for our Church. I thank 
our ministry coordinator, Karen Glen, for organiz-
ing the Faith Formation in the parish. 

 
Vacation: I will be taking some time off during 

the first two weeks of May. I am going to Germany 
to perform a Baptism for one of my family mem-
bers. Since I did not take any time off after Easter, 
this will serve both as vacation and a bit of work! 
Kindly keep me in your prayers that everything 
goes well. 

 

Father Augustine 

• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 
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Parish News 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
 

For Adults:   When have you been “pruned” by your experiences in a way  that led to greater abundance?  

For Children:  When have you felt stronger or better because you did something hard to help another person? 

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner):  

Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a 

Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church 

which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, 

Pope Francis #49.  

 House in a Box: $215 was raised for the Disaster Relief Fund for Santa Rosa Diocese.  

 Vehicle Donations for the Resort Evangelization totaled $576 during our Lenten Season. These 

funds will go towards helping Fr. Cyriac with the Resort Evangelization by contributing to the cost of a 

vehicle. We will be revisiting this project as part of our summer outreach. Please look for more infor-

mation to come.  

Operation Rice Bowl: Totals yet to come….if you have a Rice Bowl at home, please turn it in as soon 

as possible. Thank you for your Lenten observance.  

 A Camping We Will Go/Provide: Join us in our outreach to the Elizabeth House in celebration of 

Mother’s Day. Beginning May 13th thru May 27th we will be accepting donations for the Send the 

Kids to Camp Fundraiser. All donations will go towards the funds needed to provide the children at 

Elizabeth House the opportunity to attend camps and day camps during the summer months. Stay 

tuned for more information.  

For more information on any of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com  

Retreat:  Retirement and Conscious Aging.  
This retreat will explore the benefits and joys as well as the challenges and concerns around retirement and aging.   

How do we live this stage of our life well and see aging as a blessing?  

 The combination of retirement and growing older provides an opportunity to live life differently and more con-

templatively, moving from “doing” to “being. 

 Discover how we can share our Spirit-given gifts, talents, and experience in new ways that bring joy to ourselves 

and others and give continued meaning and purpose to our lives.  

 San Damiano Retreat Center,  Friday evening, May 11, and Saturday, June 4 until 5 pm.  Presented by Jim 

Briggs, retired Executive Director of the School of Applied Theology.  For information go towww.sandamiano.org  

 (Click on RetreatsCalendar) or phone # 925-837-9141 

 

 
 “The Grace of Divine Union” will be offered April 30, 7-9 p.m. at Saint Mary's College of California, Soda 

Center, Moraga Room. Engaging contemporary receptions of the tradition of Christian mysticism, Andrew Prevot 

(Boston College) argues for the importance of the Christian doctrine of grace, which holds that the mystical is an all-

absorbing gift of union with God. In this talk, he reflects on why the memory of this gift is important for Christian 

life today. Sponsored by the Bishop John S. Cummins Institute for Catholic Thought, Culture, and Action, the lecture 

is free and open to the public. 
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From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator 

 
Gaudete Et Exsultate: The Call to Holiness in Today’s World:  

 

Pope Francis delivered his new Apostolic Exhortation on the Solemnity of 

St. Joseph, March 19th , 2018. “Rejoice and be glad” (Matt 5:12) is the open-

ing salutation. The timeliness of this in my life was quite interesting. The 5 th 

Sunday of Lent, two days after the passing of my mother, it struck me not as a 

command or dictate, but as an option….a choice. As Pope Francis writes, 

“The Lord asks everything of us, and in return he offers us true life, the happi-

ness for which we were created. He wants us to be saints and not settle for a 

bland and mediocre existence.” With the impending sorrow of Holy Week and 

the unavoidable grief of loosing such an important person in my life, what did 

I feel He was asking of me? He calls us to holiness in spite of our challenges 

and grants us great mercy in our weakness. For me the choice was to ask Him 

for His grace to have joy in this time of mourning and the grace to realize that 

only through seeking His mercy could I walk in joy and celebrate the witness 

of my mother. My mother was not perfect, but like many, she lived a faith 

filled life and gifted me with the example to keep moving forward even amid 

my faults and failings.  

 

As Pope Francis continues in his writing he encourages us to “run with per-

severance the race that is set before us”(Hebrews 12:1). He invites us to look 

at our own witnesses, those who have affected our lives. He also reminds us, 

“The saints now in God’s presence preserve their bonds of love and commun-

ion with us...…….All the saints of God are there to protect me, to sustain me 

and to carry me.”  

 

He goes on to say: “Nor need we think only of those already beatified and 

canonized. The Holy Spirit bestows holiness in abundance among God’s holy 

and faithful people, for ‘it has pleased God to make men and women holy and 

to save them, not as individuals without any bond between them, but rather as 

a people who might acknowledge him in truth and serve him in holiness’. In 

salvation history, the Lord saved one people. We are never completely our-

selves unless we belong to a people. That is why no one is saved alone, as an 

isolated individual. Rather, God draws us to himself, taking into account the 

complex fabric of interpersonal relationships present in a human community. 

God wanted to enter into the life and history of a people.”  

I would like to invite all of you to join me over the next few weeks during 

the Easter Season to reflect on this Exhortation with me. We are each called to 

holiness and the best way to get there is together. To access the document to 

read in its entirety please follow the link to: http://w2.vatican.va/content/

francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papafrancesco_esortazione-

ap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsultate.html  

 

Mark Your Calendars Now: Our Celebration of Pentecost will be on 

Sunday, May 20th following the 10:30 am Mass.  

 

Save the Date: Our Ministry Volunteer Dinner will be on Thursday, May 

31st . We will begin with a prayer service @ 6 pm, followed by dinner @ 6:30 

pm. All volunteers are encouraged to attend. Mark your calendars now, there 

will be more information to come.  

Ministry schedule  
 
RCIA on Wednesday, May 2nd, 

@ 6:15 pm  
 

Faith Formation: Sunday, May 

6th @ 9:10 am  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the 

Word: Sunday, May 6th @ 

10:30 am Mass  
 

Weekly Offering 
 

April 22nd, collection. $3,461. 

Includes EFT.  
 

In Our Prayers 
 

Please remember in your 

prayers those who are ill:  

Anita Eble, Eileen Powditch, 

Robert Springer, Elaine 

Zabriskie, Keith Mixon, Nathan 

Taylor. 
 
 

And those who have died:  
Matthew Smith, Mary Arnold,  

Arthur A.J. Jacob. 

 

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, April 28th, 2018, 5 pm  

Fr. Dan O’Donovan (+) 

 

Sunday, April 29th,  2018, 8 am 

Parishioners & Benefactors 

 

Sunday, April 29th,  2018, 10:30 

am 

 

Sunday, April 29th, 6 pm 
 

St. Augustine  
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Oakland, CA 94609 
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 Parish staff 
 Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
(510) 653-8631 ext 100 
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Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
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Office Manager 
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Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

Parish News 
 

Welcome 

    If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending 

our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form lo-

cated on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.  

You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.     

  

Prayer Tree 

Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on 

the 1st Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on fol-

lowing days in 2018:  May 6th, June 3rd, July 1st, August 5th, September 

2nd, October 7th, November 4th, and December 2nd. 

 

Young Adults Group 

The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7 pm in 

the church.   If you are interested in receiving more information about the 

group, please email Richard Kearney at rkearney89@gmail.com.  

 

Matching Gift Program - Help Your Parish 

If your company/place of employment has a matching gift program, 

please contact your HR department for details on how to double your St. 

Augustine's plate contribution.  

 

Rosary Repairs 

Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair?  Contact 

Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will gladly repair 

it free of charge. 

 

Bishop’s Appeal 

 It is time for the Bishop's Appeal in our parish and in our diocese.  This 

is a yearly appeal that assists our diocese by funding a variety of ministries, 

services and programs that benefit many throughout the East Bay.  This 

year's theme is Lighting the Way. 

 Our 2018 goal is $12,800.  We have met 43.38% ($4,803) of our goal. 

 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 

Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water.  Leave dona-

tions in the SVdP basket in the vestibule.  Thank You. 

Electronic Funds Transfer 
Responsible Stewardship Made Easy!  
Did you know that... 

43% of Americans pay one or more bills by direct deposit. 

51% of Americans use direct deposit for paychecks. 

97% are satisfied with electronic payments 

80% of Social Security beneficiaries use EFT to receive benefits. 

If you would like to start making your contributions by electronic funds 

transfer, you may pick up a form at the registration table next to the hospi-

tality table. 
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