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In the last chapter of Mark's gospel, we hear the 

Risen Lord issuing to us a solemn challenge: "Go into 

the whole world and proclaim the gospel to every crea-

ture.” This is not so much a call for proselytizing as it is 

a reminder that we should want to share the wonderful 

gift of faith with which we have been endowed. If we 

realize how important this wisdom of Jesus is for our-

selves, we will never tire of offering it to others. The 

mysterious signs that will accompany those who believe 

are surely to be interpreted symbolically. 

 

The ability to cast out demons, or to speak in new lan-

guages, or to be immune to poison, or to heal the sick 

represent the spiritual effects of a living and dynamic 

faith. The positive and hopeful witness of the believer 

will overcome the negative and destructive influence of 

those forces that represent the dark and chaotic powers 

that constantly attempt to destroy the harmony and 

goodness of God's creation. Life Implications When we 

recognize this symbolic interpretation of the effects of 

living faith in our lives, we discover that vibrant faith 

has the power to enable us to make the spiritual journey 

through life successfully. In biblical times, dangerous 

serpents often lay along the path of those traveling on 

foot. Drinking from unfamiliar wells could also lead to 

a fatal illness, such as a new strain of typhoid to which 

one had not become immune. On the spiritual journey 

of faith, these would represent the two most dangerous 

challenges to face us, namely, cynicism and despair.  

 

Our journey to God is especially threatened by a nega-

tive and destructive spirit, which contradicts the wis-

dom of unselfish love and makes fun of those who 

would live by such wisdom. The reference to healing 

hands in the present text refers to the comforting and 

healing presence of believers who offer the ill a witness 

of hope that transcends all our fears of sickness and 

mortality. 

Sometimes 

the laying on 

of hands can 

bring recov-

ery, but this 

passage re-

fers more 

likely to a 

spiritual 

presence that 

gives ulti-

mate encour-

agement to 

those who 

are fearful 

about the 

uncertainty that their illness brings to their lives. When 

we offer to the ill a sense of God's presence and love, 

we also give them an assurance that no threat in this life 

can withstand the power of God's goodness.  

 

The ability to deal successfully with all these problems 

in our fragile lives comes, therefore, from the power of 

a loving God who can never forget or abandon us. We 

are told that Jesus was "taken up into heaven,” but we 

also hear that "the Lord worked with them and con-

firmed the word (of the gospel) through accompanying 

signs.” The clear implication is that the Risen Lord, 

now seated at the right hand of God, is prepared to help 

us now more than he ever did in the days of his earthly 

existence. For this reason we should sing constantly, 

even if it is at times "in the rain.”  

 

Demetrius R. Dumm, O.S.B. 

• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
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The Ascension of the Lord  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
 

For Adults:    Who do you know who has passed away yet whose spirit is still alive and making an impact on others? 

For Children:  Who do you know in heaven?  How might they still be helping us? 

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner):  

Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. ñI prefer a Church 

which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is un-

healthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.ò Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.    
 

Catholic Charities Appeal: Be a part of many great works in the Diocese of Oakland by supporting the Catholic 

Charities Annual Appeal.  Catholic Charities provides many services here in our community.   Rooted in com-

passion and human dignity for all, Catholic Charities of the East Bay works with youth, children, and families to 

promote self-sufficiency strengthen families and pursue safety and justice. For more information  http://

www.cceb.org/ 
 

Send a Child to Camp: Join us next week in contributing to our summer outreach for Elizabeth House of Oakland.  

Our neighbors who reside in the former St. Augustine Convent, would like to send the kids in residence to sum-

mer camps.  We will be offering opportunities for your contribution starting on Mother’s Day weekend. 
 

For more information on any of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com 

Retreat:  Retirement and Conscious Aging.  
This retreat will explore the benefits and joys as well as the challenges and concerns around retirement and aging.   

How do we live this stage of our life well and see aging as a blessing?  

 The combination of retirement and growing older provides an opportunity to live life differently and more contem-

platively, moving from “doing” to “being. 

 Discover how we can share our Spirit-given gifts, talents, and experience in new ways that bring joy to ourselves 

and others and give continued meaning and purpose to our lives.  

 San Damiano Retreat Center,  Saturday, June 4 until 5 pm.  Presented by Jim Briggs, retired Executive Director of 

the School of Applied Theology.  For information go towww.sandamiano.org   (Click on RetreatsCalendar) or phone 

# 925-837-9141 

 
Mental Health First Aid USA Do you minister to youth in your church? Are you a parent or caregiver of a teen? If 

so, you're invited to our next Youth Mental Health First Aid course. Just like CPR training, Mental Health First Aid 

trainings empowers adults who engage with adolescents to respond compassionately and directly when a youth experi-

ences a mental health challenge or spiritual crisis. Coordinated by Catholic Charities of the East Bay, registration is re-

quired, but free ($175 value), thanks to Project AWARE community funding. A schedule of trainings and other details 

are available at bit.ly/CCEB-MHFA. For more information, contact Nesi Wills at fwills@cceb.org or 510.290.6103.  

Sunday afternoon recitals are offered at St. Mary's Cathedral, 1111 Gough St. (at Geary), San Francisco. All 

recitals are open to the public. Unless otherwise indicated, a free-will offering will be requested at the door. Ample 

free parking.  
 

May 13, 4 p.m.: Festival of Marian Hymns. The Benedict 16, a professional choir of 16 singers, under the direc-

tion of John Renke, will perform Marian motets in a performance of hymns, readings, and choral literature. Spon-

sored by the Benedict XVI Institute. 

 May 20, 4 p.m.: Spring Concert "For the Beauty of the Earth," performed by the St. Mary's Cathedral Choir 

School under the direction of Christoph Tietze. Program to include music from the California Missions  

May 27, 4 p.m.: Jeanette Wilkin Tietze, Piano. Works by Schumann and Beethoven 

http://www.cceb.org/
http://www.cceb.org/
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From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator 

 
Gaudete Et Exsultate (Part 3):   What is this Mission? This call to holi-

ness?  Pope Francis says, “That mission has its fullest meaning in Christ, and 

can only be understood through him. At its core, holiness is experiencing, in 

union with Christ, the mysteries of his life.”  Do I see my life as a mission? Or 

do I think of my life as a random set of happenings, opportunities that come 

my way, by chance. When I think of the life of Christ, I ponder the purpose 

and understanding He had in His life.  I also remember with awe the seem-

ingly challenging events that took place. His family had to flee to Eygpt under 

threat of death, how scary and upsetting…..His parents lost Him in the temple 

and had to rely on others and backtrack to reunite with Him….He was not ac-

cepted as a prophet or teacher in His own land….As we think about our own 

lives, is it feasible to consider that God has a desire and plan for each of us. 

“’The Father’s plan is Christ, and ourselves in him’. In the end, it is Christ 

who loves in us, for ‘holiness is nothing other than charity lived to the full’.  

As a result, ‘the measure of our holiness stems from the stature that Christ 

achieves in us, to the extent that, by the power of the Holy Spirit, we model 

our whole life on his’.”  We are all called to be a part of the Mission, we are 

necessary for the Kingdom of God.  “Your identification with Christ and his 

will involves a commitment to build with him that kingdom of love, justice 

and universal peace. Christ himself wants to experience this with you, in all 

the efforts and sacrifices that it entails, but also in all the joy and enrichment it 

brings. You cannot grow in holiness without committing yourself, body and 

soul, to giving your best to this endeavour.”  Pope Francis tells us that balance 

is important.  Both silence and activity are required to grow in holiness. 

Though, “We are called to be contemplatives even in the midst of action, and 

to grow in holiness by responsibly and generously carrying out our proper 

mission….. We can forget that ‘life does not have a mission, but is a mis-

sion’.” He reminds us “Do not be afraid to set your sights higher, to allow 

yourself to be loved and liberated by God. Do not be afraid to let yourself be 

guided by the Holy Spirit. Holiness does not make you less human, since it is 

an encounter between your weakness and the power of God’s grace. For in the 

words of León Bloy, when all is said and done, “the only great tragedy in life, 

is not to become a saint”.   Let us pray together that the Holy Spirit will 

enlighten us each moment of each day to the discern our mission, that He 

will create in us a personal reflection of Jesus, and that He can renew our 

Spirit, in spite of our own failings, and help us to stay on the path of love 

that provides the grace to persevere.        
                                                                                                                   

To access the document to read in its entirety please follow the link 

to:http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/

documents/papafrancesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-

exsultate.html      
 

Join Our Celebration of Pentecost on Sunday, May 20th following the 

10:30 am Mass.  
 

Please RSVP for the Ministry Volunteer Dinner on Thursday, May 

31st.   Call the Parish office or email kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com .  

We will begin with a prayer service @ 6 pm, followed by dinner @ 6:30 

pm.  All volunteers are encouraged to attend.                                                                                                 

 

Ministry schedule  
 
Faith Formation: Sunday, May 20th 

@ 9:10 am, First Communion Prepa-

ration Only                                                                                                 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word @ 

10:30 am Mass                                                                                         

Celebration of Pentecost following 

the 10:30 am Mass and 6 pm Mass                                
Weekly Offering 
 

May 6th, collection. $3,641 

Includes EFT.  
 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

Please remember in your prayers 

those who are ill:  Anita Eble, Ei-

leen Powditch, Robert Springer, 

Elaine Zabriskie, Keith Mixon, Na-

than Taylor. 
 
 

And those who have died:  Mat-

thew Smith, Mary Arnold,  Arthur 

A.J. Jacob. 

 

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, May 12th, 2018, 5 pm  

 

Sunday, May 13th,  2018, 8 am 

 

Sunday, May 13th,  2018, 10:30 am 

Mary Arnold (+)  

Sunday, May 13th, 6 pm 
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Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

Parish News 
 

Welcome 

    If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending 

our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form lo-

cated on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.  

You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.     

  

Prayer Tree 

Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on 

the 1st Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on fol-

lowing days in 2018:  June 3rd, July 1st, August 5th, September 2nd, Octo-

ber 7th, November 4th, and December 2nd. 

 

Young Adults Group 

The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30 pm 

in the church.   If you are interested in receiving more information about 

the group, please email Richard Kearney at rkearney89@gmail.com.  

 

Matching Gift Program - Help Your Parish 

If your company/place of employment has a matching gift program, 

please contact your HR department for details on how to double your St. 

Augustine's plate contribution.  

 

Rosary Repairs 

Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair?  Contact 

Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will gladly repair 

it free of charge. 

 

Taize Prayer Service 

The Thursday Morning Taizé Prayer service will be on hiatus begin-

ning May 17 until further notice.”  

  

St. Vincent de Paul Society 

Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water.  Leave dona-

tions in the SVdP basket in the vestibule.  Thank You. 

Electronic Funds Transfer  
Responsible Stewardship Made Easy!  
Did you know that... 

43% of Americans pay one or more bills by direct deposit. 

51% of Americans use direct deposit for paychecks. 

97% are satisfied with electronic payments 

80% of Social Security beneficiaries use EFT to receive benefits. 

If you would like to start making your contributions by electronic funds 

transfer, you may pick up a form at the registration table next to the hospi-

tality table. 
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