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Today is the Feast on which we celebrate the Birth-

day of the Church, Pentecost.  It is the gift of the Holy 

Spirit, sent upon His followers by the Risen Lord Jesus 

that gives life to the Church.    

 

 It is the Holy Spirit who brings faith into our 

hearts.  It is the Holy Spirit who joins us to the Risen 

Lord in Baptism, who strengthens us to live a mature 

Christian life in Confirmation.  It is the Holy Spirit who 

calls us into our life’s vocation – whether in marriage 

and family life or in single life, Religious Life or the 

Priesthood.  It is the Holy Spirit who guides our steps 

through life – to the extent that we will seek out God’s 

will, listen and follow.  It is the Holy Spirit who gives 

peace in the depths of our hearts even when our world 

is in shambles around us.  It is the Holy Spirit who 

heals us, forgives us and rejoins us to Christ and to the 

community of believers when we have strayed.  It is the 

Holy Spirit who continually reaches out to us – often in 

subtle ways we don’t even perceive.  The Holy Spirit is 

the life of our Christian life. 

 

And this Spirit is active everywhere in our 

world, reaching out to all, Christian and non-Christian, 

pagan and believer.  One of the things that Catholic 

missionaries have had to learn in the last century is that 

before the missionary ever arrives in a foreign country 

to bring the Gospel there, the Holy Spirit has already 

been there.  They must first of all tune into what the 

Spirit has already produced in the country, among the 

people, before they seek to bring what has already been 

accomplished to greater perfection in the proclamation 

of the Gospel, the Good News, of Jesus Christ. 

 

 Perhaps nothing captures the experience of the 

Holy Spirit better than an old Latin Church hymn Veni 

Creator Spiritus ("Come Creator Spirit"). It is a hymn 

believed to have been written by Rabanus Maurus in the 

9th century. When the original Latin text is used, it is 

normally sung in Gregorian Chant. As an invocation of 

the Holy Spirit, in the practice of the Roman Catholic 

Church, it is sung during the liturgical celebration of the 

feast of Pentecost. It is also sung at occasions such as 

the entrance of Cardinals to the Sistine Chapel, when 

electing a new pope, as well as at the consecration of 

bishops, the ordination of priests, when celebrating the 

sacrament of Confirmation, the dedication of churches, 

the celebration of synods or councils, the coronation of 

kings, the profession of members of religious institutes 

and other similar solemn events. In my seminary days 

we always sang it before semester tests/exams. 

• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 
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Happy Birth Day – Holy Mother Church 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
 

For Adults:   What gift of service have you received from the Holy Spirit and how well are you using it right now? 

For Children:  What gift do you hope to receive from the Holy Spirit?  How could you use it to serve others? 

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner):  

Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church which is 

bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being 

confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.    
 

Catholic Charities Appeal: Be a part of many great works in the Diocese of Oakland by supporting the Catholic 

Charities Annual Appeal.  Catholic Charities provides many services here in our community.   Rooted in com-

passion and human dignity for all, Catholic Charities of the East Bay works with youth, children, and families to 

promote self-sufficiency strengthen families and pursue safety and justice. For more information  http://

www.cceb.org/ 
 

Send a Child to Camp: Join us in contributing to our summer outreach for Elizabeth House of Oakland.  Our 

neighbors who reside in the former St. Augustine Convent, would like to send the kids in residence to summer 

camps.  We will be offering opportunities for your contribution through the end of May. 
 

For more information on any of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com 

Mental Health First Aid USA Do you minister to youth in your church? Are you a parent or caregiver of a teen? If 

so, you're invited to our next Youth Mental Health First Aid course. Just like CPR training, Mental Health First Aid 

trainings empowers adults who engage with adolescents to respond compassionately and directly when a youth experi-

ences a mental health challenge or spiritual crisis. Coordinated by Catholic Charities of the East Bay, registration is re-

quired, but free ($175 value), thanks to Project AWARE community funding. A schedule of trainings and other details 

are available at bit.ly/CCEB-MHFA. For more information, contact Nesi Wills at fwills@cceb.org or 510.290.6103.  

 
 
Come, Holy Ghost, Creator, come   O guide our minds with thy blest light 
from thy bright heav'nly throne;    with love our hearts inflame;    
come, take possession of our souls,   and with thy strength, which ne’er  decays  
and make them all thine own.    confirm our mortal frame.  
                   
  
Thou who art called the Paraclete,   Far from us drive our deadly foe,    
best gift of God above,     true peace unto us bring;     
the living spring, the living fire,    and through all perils lead us safe    
sweet unction and true love.    beneath thy sacred wing.   
         
Thou who art sevenfold in thy grace,   Through thee may we the Father know 
finger of God's right hand;    through thee th’eternal Son 
His promise, teaching little ones   and thee the Spirit of them both 
to speak and understand.    Thrice-blessed three in One. 
  
   

        Amen. 
Father Augustine 
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From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator 

 
Gaudete Et Exsultate: Two Subtle Enemies of Holiness (Part 4)  

 In Chapter 2 of the exhortation, Pope Francis mentions that two false 

forms of holiness have become very common in our day. The first one is Con-

temporary Gnosticism, which is an intellect without God or man, a doctrine 

without mystery that has limits in its reason.  They think of the intellect sepa-

rate from the flesh which lacks charity, while appearing harmonious when to-

gether with like minded people.  Gnosticism exalts knowledge and can appear 

as its own spirituality. When they think their vision is perfect they can be false 

prophets, promoting their own theories.  Pope Francis reminds us, “God infi-

nitely transcends us; he is full of surprises.  We are not the ones to determine 

when and how we will encounter him; the exact times and places of that en-

counter are not up to us.  Someone who wants everything to be clear and sure 

presumes to control Gods’ transcendence.” God is mysteriously present in 

every human life and we are called through the Holy Spirit to find Him in eve-

ryone, even the wretched or addicted.  It is not easy to understand God and 

even more difficult to express our understanding to others. Within the Church 

there coexist legitimately different ways to interpret aspects of doctrine and 

Christian life.  We are to pose questions, doubts and inquiries.  Each of our 

struggles, dreams, suffering, trial and worries present the person to wonder.  

“Their wondering helps us to wonder, their questions question us.”  Saint John 

Paul II warns that the educated should not feel superior to the other members 

of the faithful. Knowledge should motivate us to respond more fully with 

God’s love. “Indeed, ‘you learn so as to live; theology and holiness are in-

separable.’” St. Bonaventure said…. “The greatest possible wisdom is to share 

fruitfully what we have to give…Even as mercy is the companion of wisdom, 

avarice is its enemy. There are activities that, united to contemplation, do not 

prevent the latter, but rather facilitate it, such as works of mercy and devo-

tion.”  

 Let us pray together that we will gain knowledge balanced with charity, 

an understanding of God that we can share with those around us, without 

insisting on one way…to look forward to the surprises that God brings, with 

a cheerful abandonment.  Help us to have open minds and hearts to the ex-

periences of others, growing in devotion to God while working acts of mercy 

with others. 

To access the document to read in its entirety please follow the link 

to:http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/

documents/papafrancesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-

exsultate.html      

 

 

 

Ministry schedule  
 

Faith Formation: Sunday, May 

27th @ 9:10 am, First Communion 

Preparation Only 

 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

@ 10:30 am Mass 

 

Weekly Offering 
 

 

May 13th, collection. $3,008. 

Includes EFT.  
    

Catholic Communications: $452. 
 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

Please remember in your prayers 

those who are ill:  Anita Eble, Ei-

leen Powditch, Robert Springer, 

Elaine Zabriskie, Keith Mixon, Na-

than Taylor, Patricia Sims, Patricia 

Watkins. 
 
 

And those who have died:  Mat-

thew Smith, Mary Arnold,  Arthur 

A.J. Jacob. 

 

Mass Intentions 
 
 

Saturday, May 19th, 2018, 5 pm  

Parishioners & Benefactors 

 

Sunday, May 20th,  2018, 8 am 

 

Sunday, May 20th,  2018, 10:30 am 

 

Sunday, May 20th, 6 pm 

St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 Parish staff 
 Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
(510) 653-8631 ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 
 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Coordinator 
Karen Glen 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

Parish News 
 

Welcome 

    If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending 

our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form lo-

cated on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.  

You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.     
 

Book Club 

Please join us for our upcoming book club session.  We will be reading 

You Can Heal Your Life by Louise Hay.  The Tuesday group's first meet-

ing will begin at 1 pm on May 29th, and the Friday group's first meeting 

will begin at 7 pm on June 1st. 

 Prayer Tree 

Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on 

the 1st Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on fol-

lowing days in 2018:  June 3rd, July 1st, August 5th, September 2nd, Octo-

ber 7th, November 4th, and December 2nd. 

 

Young Adults Group 

The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30 pm 

in the church.   If you are interested in receiving more information about 

the group, please email Richard Kearney at rkearney89@gmail.com.  

 

Matching Gift Program - Help Your Parish 

If your company/place of employment has a matching gift program, 

please contact your HR department for details on how to double your St. 

Augustine's plate contribution.  

 

Rosary Repairs 

Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair?  Contact 

Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will gladly repair 

it free of charge. 

 

Taize Prayer Service 

The Thursday Morning Taizé Prayer service will be on hiatus begin-

ning May 17th until further notice.”  

  

St. Vincent de Paul Society 

Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water.  Leave dona-

tions in the SVdP basket in the vestibule.  Thank You. 

Electronic Funds Transfer 
Responsible Stewardship Made Easy!  
Did you know that... 

43% of Americans pay one or more bills by direct deposit. 

51% of Americans use direct deposit for paychecks. 

97% are satisfied with electronic payments 

80% of Social Security beneficiaries use EFT to receive benefits. 
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