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It may be quite legitimate to ask: what makes people 

go to Church? What makes them participate in Holy 

Mass? 

 

I was in a Church at North Carolina; a Sunday Mass 

packed to capacity and overflowing; about 800 people, 

mostly white people, devoutly attending Holy Mass. 

Majority were not older folks, but young and middle 

aged. I was taken up by their respect and reverence in 

the Church and the way people conducted themselves. 

Priest was an older gentleman; homily was mediocre, 

music was lousy, yet the Church was full. I looked at 

their various ministries; they were similar to what is in 

most other Catholic Churches. 

 

Obviously it was not the preaching nor the music 

that attracted these people. It was a far cry from oft re-

peated slogans one hears: ‘if the preaching is good, lots 

of people will come to Church’; if the music is good it 

will attract people; ‘if there are novel programs, people 

will flock to Church, and so on. The Church I visited 

claim to have no such extraordinary feats! 

 

This Church still kept the communion rails, although 

not used for receiving Holy Communion. It had the pul-

pit from where the priest preached. It had quite a few 

statues of saints adorning its walls; there were devo-

tional chapels for lighting candles. In short it was a 

beautiful Church built at the turn of 20th century and 

still exhibited the glories of classical Church architec-

ture. It appeared to be a joyous place to pray. 

 

So what attraction is there in such a Church? Proba-

bly people felt it as a place where they commune with 

God, grow in their spiritual life in the community of 

their brothers and sisters; a place where they can live 

the commandment, “love the Lord your God…and love 

your neighbor…” 

 

Church is the people of God, as Vatican II points 

out. In Church we find ourselves while conferring with 

the Lord and the community. We do not go to Church 

for something except for ourselves. As the airplane an-

nouncement says, ‘first take care of yourself and then 

care for others.’ That is why I go to Church, “to care for 

myself and then to care for others.” 
 

Father Augustine 

• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 
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Church, People of God 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
 

For Adults:   What is the “good soil” that has allowed your faith to grow like the mustard seed and provide shelter 

for others? 
 

For Children:  How do you help your faith grow like the mustard seed? 

  
Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner):  
Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner): Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our com-

munity. “I prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is 

unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.    

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat is a special place to renew and redeem hearts broken by the loss of a child through miscarriage, abor-

tion, and Sudden Infant Death (SIDS). The retreats are for women and men who are grieving the pain and loss and seek healing. 

The retreat weekend offers a supportive, non-judgmental environment to transform the pain of the past into love and hope. The 

next retreat is June 29 - July 1. Spaces are limited; sign up now! Contact Kim at 209.465.5433 or Gloria at 510.485.2584 or by 

email at AftertheChoice@OakDioAdmin.org. All inquiries are confidential. 

Catholic Relief Services response to volcanic eruption in Guatemala Guatemala experienced an eruption of Volcan de Fuego on 

Sunday, June 3. The country’s most violent volcano eruption in more than a century affecting more than 1.7 million people. There 

are 3,000 people staying in temporary shelters out of the 12,000 who were evacuated from the area. Searches are continuing under 

difficult conditions, but there are fears that heavy rain could cause fresh landslides of volcanic mud. Catholic Relief Services is 

working with Caritas Escuintla to assess immediate needs across the affected communities. Prayers and financial contributions are 

needed for our Guatemalan sisters and brothers facing this tragedy. CRS has a prayer for those affected by the Fuego Volcano, in 

both English and Spanish. Donations for Guatemalan disaster relief can be made to Catholic Relief Services by visiting 

www.crs.org. For further information, please contact Marc McKimmey at 510.768.3176 or mmckinney@cceb.org. 

 
For more information on any of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com 

 

St. Augustine’s 2018 Volunteer Dinner.  To see additional pictures, please check our online version of our bulletin through our website. 

 

 



St. Augustine Catholic Church Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time June 17th, 2018 St. Augustine Catholic Church Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time June 17th, 2018 

 From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator 
 

 WHAT SHOULD I DO THIS SUMMER? (Part 1 of 3) 

The high holy days of Christmas and Easter provide plenty for Catholics to meditate on 

and do during the seasons of winter and spring, but what about the great frontier of summer? 

What’s a Catholic to do now? Allow me to provide a non-comprehensive list of ideas for the 

serious, fun-loving Catholic to enjoy during this season of rest and recreation. 

~ Read a Novel: If you’re a student, now’s the time to set the hardcore theology aside and 

pick up a pleasant and engaging book to read. Don’t be afraid of fiction. You’ve already read 

the Lord of the Rings, so here are a few other Catholic book ideas: 

Kristin Lavransdatter by Sigrid Undset 

Canticle for Leibowitz by Walter M. Miller, Jr. 

Death Comes for the Archbishop by Willa Cather 

The Moviegoer by Walker Percy 

~ Go on a Pilgrimage: The extra time you have and the sunny weather provide many op-

portunities for a jaunt to a holy place. Yes, you can get a plenary indulgence at many of them, 

but you will also have time to meditate on the pilgrimage that is your earthly life, and maybe 

even spend some QT with those you love. Here are some ideas for pilgrimages, and you don’t 

even have to go to Europe! 

The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, Washington, DC 

Holy Hill, Milwaukee WI (and the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help, Campion, WI) 

Mission of St. Charles Borromeo, Carmel, CA (site of Bl./St. Junipero Serra) 

National Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Emmitsburg, MD 

National Shrine/Cathedral of St. Paul, St. Paul, MN 

National Bl. Francis Xavier Seelos Shrine, New Orleans, LA 

The grave of Servant of God Dorothy Day at the Cemetery of the Resurrection, Staten Island, 

NY 

~ Organize a Barbeque: I recommend the cooking advice of St. Lawrence, “I’m done on 

this side, you can turn me over now.” Eat some good red meat and have some Trappist beer 

(if you’re 21), and make sure to invite those neighbors who might not know how much fun 

Catholics can be.  (Dominicana Journal) 

Liturgical Ministers Needed:  We are inviting all to consider serving in a liturgical min-

istry.  We have a great need for Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, Acolytes and Ushers/Greeters.  

Why not serve while you are already here?  For more information please contact Karen Glen, 

the Ministry Coordinator @ kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com or call the Parish office @ 

(510) 653-8631. 

Training for Eucharistic Ministers will take place on July 1st.  All current and new Eu-

charistic ministers are encouraged to attend following the 10:30 am Mass.  For more informa-

tion please call the Parish office. 

A free Children’s Summer Book Series with Jan Stegner will be offered on the Mon-

days of July from 10 a.m. to noon at San Damiano Retreat Center, 710 Highland Dr., Dan-

ville. For more information, call 925.837.9141, email katerik@sandamiano.org, or visit San-

Damiano.org. 

SAVE THE DATE NOW:  On Sunday, August 26th, we will be celebrating the Feast 

Day of St. Augustine.  There will be only one Mass that Sunday at 10:30 am.  After the Mass 
we will celebrate as a community of faith.  Please watch the bulletin for more information. 

Ministry Calendar 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
will resume at the end of July 

Family Faith Formation regis-

tration will begin for the 2018-2019 

year in August 

RCIA Ice Cream Social will 

take place on the last Sunday, July 

29th 

St. Augustine Feast Day Cele-

bration is Sunday, August 26th fol-

lowing the 10:30 am Mass 

 

Weekly Offering 

June 10th, collection. $3,395. 

Includes EFT.  
    

 

In Our Prayers 
 

Please remember in your prayers 

those who are ill:  Anita Eble, Ei-

leen Powditch, Elaine Zabriskie, 

Keith Mixon, Patricia Sims, Patricia 

Watkins, Danica Truchlikova. 

 

And those who have died:  Mat-

thew Smith, Mary Arnold,  Arthur 

A.J. Jacob. 

 

Mass Intentions 

 

Saturday, June 16th 2018, 5 pm  

Parishioners and Benefactors 

 

Sunday, June 17th 2018, 8 am 

Al Prara (+) 

 

Sunday, June 17th, 2018, 10:30 am 

Jerald Jacob (+) 

 

Sunday, June 17th, 6 pm 

Angel T. Sanchez, Sr. (+) 

St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
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 Parish staff 
 Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
(510) 653-8631 ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 
 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Coordinator 
Karen Glen 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

Parish News 
 

Welcome 

    If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending 

our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form lo-

cated on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.  

You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.     

 

 Prayer Tree 

Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on 

the 1st Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on fol-

lowing days in 2018:  July 1st, August 5th, September 2nd, October 7th, 

November 4th, and December 2nd. 

 

Young Adults Group 

The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30 pm 

in the church.   If you are interested in receiving more information about 

the group, please email Richard Kearney at rkearney89@gmail.com.  
 

 

Matching Gift Program - Help Your Parish 

If your company/place of employment has a matching gift program, 

please contact your HR department for details on how to double your St. 

Augustine's plate contribution. 
 

MEDITATION 101: Come experience the tranquil benefits of a medi-

tation practice. Learn ways to relax the body and clear the mind in order to 

enjoy a meditation called centering prayer. 

Create a sacred space and time for an on-going practice. Denise Clark 

has taught meditation during her ten years as a T’a Chi instructor. She 

learned its benefits thorough St. Benedict’s Monastery in Snowmass, Colo-

rado in 1986. Denise Clark has a M.A. in Pastoral Ministry, taught Bible 

studies, was a grief minister and a leader of a Dream group for over ten 

years. She gives talks about faith, healing and prayerful practices. Join us 

on Thursday, June 28th from 7-8:30 p.m. at St. Augustine Church, 400 

Alcatraz Ave. in Oakland. 

 

St. Augustine Parish Cookbook 
 

Have you enjoyed some of the special treats at the St. Augustine hospi-

tality table? Did you go back for more only to find that tasty bite all gone? 

Did you wish you had the recipe? Here is your opportunity to share your 

favorite recipes and enjoy those of others in our wonderful parish.  We are 

planning to publish a St. Augustine Parish Cookbook and have it ready for 

sale at the November Harvest Craft Fair but we need your help. 

Please share your wonderful recipes for this publication. Send any and 

all. We want to see a variety that mirrors the diversity of our parish. Send 

your family favorites, special appetizers, quick meals, baked goods, tips 

and shopping tricks. If you liked something at the hospitality table, find out 

who made it and needle them until they submit the recipe. If you are not 

sure the recipe is appropriate, send it anyway. Let the foodie editors decide. 

Send your recipes in a Word format with a picture if you have one 

to wandatziemba@gmail.com.  If you prefer to submit in hard copy, bring 

to the 10:30 mass. Look for me. I am the choir member who wears cowboy 

boots to Mass. 

  

 

 

St. Augustine’s 2018 Volunteer Dinner.  To see additional pictures, please check our 

online version of our bulletin through our website. 
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