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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: What do you do to rest so that you can return to work refreshed?
For Children: When will you take time to stop and pray this week?
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Sacred Language
Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner):
Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church
which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy
from being confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.
NEW Immigration forums: hosted by Stand Together Contra Costa, will be held Thursday, July 26, 6 p.m., at
St. Cornelius, 205 28th St., Richmond, 94804, and Sunday, July 29, 10 a.m., at St. Mark, 159 Harbour Way,
Richmond, 94801.
Free legal representation: Catholic Charities is offering free legal representation for those interested in becoming
U.S. citizens. Interested individuals can call 925.825.3099 to make an appointment for the first or third Tuesdays
of each month. For more information, contact Deanna Salazar at 925.771.8254 or dsalazar@cceb.org.
Catholic Charities USA Action Center: We provide a voice for the most vulnerable and marginalized members of
society to the federal government. Join USCCB/Migration and Refugee Services and Catholic Charities USA
today to help make a difference. Please email us at familyseparation@usccb.org or socialpolicy@catholiccharitiesusa.org with information and questions.
St. Augustine Parish Community to Co-Sponsor a Refugee Family: The Parish Community of St. Augustine’s in
collaboration with our Young Adults Ministry will be working with Catholic Charities to co-sponsor a refugee
family. On Monday, August 6th @ 7 pm there will be an information night with Jude Stephens from Family to
Family. If you would like to be a part of this ministry outreach, please contact Karen at (510) 653-8631 or
kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com.
Bishop Barber’s updated call to Help Those At the Border: Bishop Michael Barber asks us to continue to pray and
work toward a solution to stop the separation of children from their families at our borders. "I stand with my brother
bishops in supporting and praying for the families suffering at the U.S - Mexico border," he said. "As Cardinal Dolan
so eloquently told CNN, 'You can have secure and safe borders ... while still maintaining that grand American heritage of welcome of the immigrant and refugee.' The Catholic Church stands for the dignity of all human life. We
care for babies, whether they are in the womb or at the border. Mercy and justice must be given, together, to bring an
end to this travesty." Bishop Barber’s statement on this crisis includes an exhortation to action: “I would like to
invite all Catholics to call your Congressional Representatives and Senators today and ask them to do everything they can do to shine a light on this situation. Catholic Charities has already launched a website you can
use for that purpose (online).”
For more information on any of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
Feast of St. Ignatius
Please join Bishop Michael Barber for Mass on the feast of St. Ignatius, July 31, at 5 p.m. at the Cathedral of Christ
the Light. St. Ignatius is the founder of the Society of Jesus, a religious order of more than 16,000 members (Jesuits)
who include Pope Francis and Bishop Barber.

A sacred language is often the language which was
spoken and written in the society in which a religion's
sacred texts were first set down; however, these texts
thereafter become fixed and “holy”, remaining frozen
and immune to later linguistic developments. Once a
language becomes associated with religious worship,
its believers may ascribe virtues to the language of
worship that they would not give to their native
tongues.
A sacred language is typically vested with a solemnity and dignity that the vernacular - people think lacks. Consequently, the training of clergy in the use of
a sacred language becomes an important cultural investment, and their use of the tongue is perceived to
give them access to a body of knowledge that untrained lay people cannot (or should not) access. In
medieval Europe, the (real or putative) ability to read
scripture—which was in Latin—was considered a prerogative of the priesthood, and a benchmark of literacy;
until near the end of the period almost all who could
read and write could do so in Latin.
In some cases, the sacred language is a dead language. In other cases, it may simply reflect archaic forms of a living language. In more extreme cases, the language has changed so much from
the language of the sacred texts that the liturgy is no
longer comprehensible without special training.
In Hinduism Sanskrit is the sacred language since it
is used in most rituals and liturgies. All the Hindu religious text are written in Sanskrit thousands of years
ago. Buddhism considers both Pali and Sanskrit as sacred languages.
Biblical Hebrew is the Holy Language for Jews. It is
the traditional language of Jewish religious services,
although its usage may vary by denomination.
Christian rites, rituals, and ceremonies are not celebrated in one single sacred language. The Churches
which trace their origin to the Apostles continued to use
the standard languages of the first few centuries AD.
European Churches used Latin for a long time for
liturgy. Liturgical or sacred languages for some of the

Churches are the following: Greek Churches use
Greek, Slavic churches use Slavic languages, Armenian in Armenian Churches, Coptic in Egyptian
churches, Ge’ez in Ethiopian Churches, Syriac in Syrian Churches or Saint Thomas Churches etc.
For Islam classical Arabic is the sacred language or
liturgical language.
Is there a sacred language for all humanity irrespective of religious differences?
Two stories is the Bible may help one to get an insight into this matter. Book of Genesis narrates the efforts of a people who sought to challenge God’s authority by building a tower high enough to reach heaven.
God responded by reducing humanity to a Babel of languages, unable to understand each other or work together. (Genesis 11:1-9) Here language become a
sources of conflict, war, hatred and discrimination. Language seems to have lost its sacredness!
However language was redeemed at Pentecost.
The Acts of the Apostles describes how when the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit, people of every language group understood them. (Acts 2: 1-13) Now the
sacredness of language seems to have been restored.
A language is sacred when it helps understanding and
promotes faith, hope and love. It is the language that
ennobles, builds bridges, and brings out the best in a
human person.
The language of civility, politeness and Good Manners is our sacred language. Unfortunately, lots of our
public and private discourses seem to lack them. Do
our news media or social media promote vulgar language? It time for us to restore sacredness to our language.
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400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 • www.staugustineoakland.com
RETREATS
San Damiano Retreat Center 710 Highland Dr., Danville, 925.837.9141, katerik@sandamiano.org, SanDamiano.org
July 22-27: The World Will be Saved by Beauty (5-Day Silent Contemplative Retreat) with Fr. Dan Riley, OFM
July 27-29: The Beatitudes: Jesus’ 8-Step Program for Happiness (Silent Retreat) with Fr. Patrick Foley

• Weekend Mass schedule •
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

• Weekday Eucharist •
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
Saturday 4 p.m.
Also upon request

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.
You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on
the 1st Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on following days in 2018: August 5th, September 2nd, October 7th, November
4th, and December 2nd.
Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30 pm
in the church. If you are interested in receiving more information about
the group, please email Richard Kearney at rkearney89@gmail.com.
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Parochial Administrator
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April McNeely
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Ministry Coordinator
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Office Manager
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staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Matching Gift Program - Help Your Parish
If your company/place of employment has a matching gift program,
please contact your HR department for details on how to double your St.
Augustine's plate contribution.
Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair? Contact
Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will gladly repair
it free of charge.
St. Augustine Parish Cookbook
Have you enjoyed some of the special treats at the St. Augustine hospitality table? Did you go back for more only to find that tasty bite all gone?
Did you wish you had the recipe? Here is your opportunity to share your
favorite recipes and enjoy those of others in our wonderful parish. We are
planning to publish a St. Augustine Parish Cookbook and have it ready for
sale at the November Harvest Craft Fair but we need your help.
Please share your wonderful recipes for this publication. Send any and
all. We want to see a variety that mirrors the diversity of our parish. Send
your family favorites, special appetizers, quick meals, baked goods, tips
and shopping tricks. If you liked something at the hospitality table, find out
who made it and needle them until they submit the recipe. If you are not
sure the recipe is appropriate, send it anyway. Let the foodie editors decide.
Send your recipes in a Word format with a picture if you have one
to wandatziemba@gmail.com. If you prefer to submit in hard copy, bring
to the 10:30 mass. Look for me. I am the choir member who wears cowboy
boots to Mass.
St. Vincent de Paul Society
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water. Leave donations in the SVdP basket in the vestibule. Thank You.
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From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS
Each year on Holy Saturday during the Easter Vigil, thousands of are baptized into the
Catholic Church in the United States. Parishes welcome these new Catholics through the
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). Listed below are some questions and answers about RCIA. (Part 3 of 6)

What are the steps of RCIA? (Part 3 of 6) What is meant
by coming into full communion with the Church? Coming
into full communion with the Catholic Church describes the
process for entrance into the Catholic Church for already baptized Christians. In most cases, these individuals make a profession of faith but are not baptized again. To prepare for this reception, the people, who are called Candidates, usually participate in
a formation program to help them understand and experience the
teachings and practices of the Catholic Church. Although some
preparation may be with Catechumens preparing for baptism, the
preparation for Candidates is different since they have already
been baptized and committed to Jesus Christ, and many have
also been active members of other Christian communities. The
Candidates may be received into the Catholic Church at the
Easter Vigil or at another Sunday during the year depending on
pastoral circumstances and readiness of the Candidate.
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Ministry Calendar
Children’s Liturgy of the Word will

resume on August 5th.
Family Faith Formation registration

will begin for the 2018-2019 year in
August.
RCIA Ice Cream Social will take place
on Sunday, July 29th after the 10:30
am Mass.
St. Augustine Feast Day Celebration
is Sunday, August 26th following the
10:30 am Mass.
Weekly Offering
July 15th collection: $2948.00
Includes EFT.
Mission Coop Collection: $1018.00
In Our Prayers

Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill: Anita Eble, Eileen
Powditch, Elaine Zabriskie, Patricia
RCIA - Are you interested in learning more about becoming a Catho- Sims, Patricia Watkins, Danica Truchlic? Have you received the Sacraments of Baptism and First Holy Com- likova, Mary Orgon, John Meadows

munion and desire Confirmation? The Rite of Christian Initiation of
And those who have died: Arthur
Adults Inquiry begins July 29th. Please contact Karen
A.J. Jacob. Vivian Richardi, Eleanore
kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com or Jay Mitchell jwmstauSchamshala, Bishop Richard Garcia,
gustine@live.com for more information.
Third Annual RCIA Ice Cream Social will be held on Sunday, July Fr. Jim McGee, Fr. George Fitzgerald,
Nathan Taylor.
29th, following the 10:30am Mass. We invite all to join together and
welcome those inquiring into the Catholic Faith. If you know someone
Mass Intentions
who might be interested please invite them to come along.
Refugee Co-Sponsor Information Night: August 6th @ 7 pm in the Saturday, July 21st, 2018, 5 pm
Church. Jude Stephens, from Catholic Charities Family to Family pro- Parishioners & Benefactors
gram will be presenting the program on welcoming a refugee family.
Sunday, July 22nd, 2018, 10:30 am
All are welcome and encouraged to attend this important presentation. John Meadows (-)
For more information contact Karen Glen at the Parish office.
SAVE THE DATE NOW: On Sunday, August 26th, we will be
celebrating the Feast Day of St. Augustine. There will be only one
Mass that Sunday at 10:30 am. After the Mass we will celebrate as a
community of faith. Please watch the bulletin for more information.
Mass Times Update: On Sunday, August 26th there will not be an 8
am or 6 pm Mass. Please join us at 10:30 am for the Celebration of the
Feast Day Mass.

