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There are only three Birthdays’ celebrated in the 

Church liturgically – Christmas, Birth of Mary, the 

Mother of Jesus and the Birthday of John the Baptist. 

This Sunday is the nativity of John the Baptist. 
 

John the Baptist has been described as a prophet, 

who prepared the way of the Lord. A prophet is the 

mouthpiece of God; prophets speak in the name of God. 

They are the conscience of a community, who speaks 

up courageously against injustice and immorality. 
 

Is there a difference between ethics and morality? 

Ethics deals with the rightness and wrongness of human 

behavior. It primarily deals with external or observable 

human behavior. It provides principles and guidelines 

for right human behavior. Golden rule is, “Do unto oth-

ers as you would have them do unto you.” (Matt. 7:12) 

However, ethics need not be based on any particular 

religion, tradition or culture. 
 

Morality is the differentiation of intentions, deci-

sions and actions between those that are distinguished 

as proper and those that are improper. Morality can be a 

body of standards or principles derived from a code of 

conduct from a particular philosophy, relig-

ion or culture, or it can derive from a standard that a 

person believes should be universal. 
 

In our general conversations we use the word moral 

and morality more often than the word ethics. Often 

religion sanctions that accompanies morality make it a 

powerful tool. So we have people who claim to speak in 

the name of God; rulers who claim to represent God or 

act in God’s name; there are people who commit mass 

murder in the name of God. The history of our human 

race in littered with wars, violence, terrorism, injustice 

and oppression all committed in the name of God. 

Sadly it continues to be so even in our own times, in 

21st century! 

But there is a 

real difference be-

tween all those 

imposters who 

claim to speak in 

the name of God 

and the prophets 

who spoke in 

God’s name. The 

prophets who 

spoke in the name 

of God surren-

dered their very 

lives in the service 

of God, doing no 

harm to people 

around them. John 

the Baptist was 

beheaded because 

he pointed out the immoral behavior of the ruler, Herod. 

Jesus was crucified because he offended the religious 

authorities of his time. People like Mahatma Gandhi 

and Martin Luther King fared no better. 
 

On the other hand, there are people who claim to 

speak or act in the name of God; they are willing to kill 

others to uphold moral norms and their beliefs while 

suffering little inconvenience themselves. Such atroci-

ties are a clear proof that they are not speaking in God’s 

name. There are others who try to justify their carnages 

or evil rules by quoting religious texts. Well, even the 

devil can quote scriptures! (Matt.4:5-7) 
 

John the Baptist invites us to stand up for truth and 

speak against, evil, injustice and immorality even at the 

cost of our very lives. 

 

Father Augustine 

• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
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• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
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Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 
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In the Name of God 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
 

For Adults:   In what ways do you help people in your life prepare themselves for meeting Jesus? 
 

For Children:  How do you help others to be their best as John did? 

 

  
Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner):  
 

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner): Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in 

serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has 

been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging 

to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49. 

 

Catholic Charities USA Action Center: We provide a voice for the most vulnerable and marginal-

ized members of society to the federal government. Our efforts to reduce, alleviate and prevent poverty 

are amplified when Congress hears from their constituents. Take action and make your voice heard. 

Change is possible when we stand together in solidarity. The ongoing practice of separating children 

from their parents has already, as of May, left nearly 2000 children separated from their parents.  As 

Bishop Vásquez, Chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops' Committee on Migration, and 

Sister Donna Markham OP PhD, President and CEO of Catholic Charities, remind us - as a nation and 

people of faith, we can and must do better.  Join USCCB/Migration and Refugee Services and Catholic 

Charities USA today to help make a difference.  Please email us at familyseparation@usccb.org or so-

cialpolicy@catholiccharitiesusa.org with information and questions. 

 

Five Ways To Help Stop Family Separation 

Pray: You can find a prayer for migrant children (Check the website) 

 

Speak Up: Sign our Action Alert and share with your networks. Also consider contacting your sena-

tors and representative directly by phone to voice your concern. You can contact your representative @ 

https://www.house.gov/representatives and your senators @      https://www.senate.gov/general/

contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm 

Take Action: Contact your local Catholic Charities affiliate to learn about their material/volunteer 

needs, consider fostering an unaccompanied child, or join the Share the Journey global solidarity cam-

paign with migrants and refugees. 

Give: To support agencies that are helping families and children impacted by the crisis. (100% of 

your donation will go to the 21 Catholic Charities agencies assisting unaccompanied children) 

 Learn More: To learn more about Family Separation, visit the Justice For Immigrants (JFI) 

"Family Separation Webpage" to review backgrounders, educational material and a webinar. 

For more information on any of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com 

 

https://www.npr.org/2018/06/16/620451012/dhs-nearly-2-000-children-separated-from-adults-at-border-in-six-weeks
mailto:familyseparation@usccb.org
mailto:socialpolicy@catholiccharitiesusa.org
mailto:socialpolicy@catholiccharitiesusa.org
https://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/advocacy/action-center/?vvsrc=%2fcampaigns%2f59693%2frespond
https://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/find-help/
http://www.usccb.org/about/children-and-migration/foster-care/index.cfm
https://www.sharejourney.org/
http://ccusa.faith/bordercrisis
https://justiceforimmigrants.org/2016site/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Families-at-the-Border.pdf
https://justiceforimmigrants.org/what-we-are-working-on/immigrant-detention/family-separation/
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 From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator 
 

 

The high holy days of Christmas and Easter provide plenty for Catholics to 

meditate on and do during the seasons of winter and spring, but what about 

the great frontier of summer? What’s a Catholic to do now? Allow me to pro-

vide a non-comprehensive list of ideas for the serious, fun-loving Catholic to 

enjoy during this season of rest and recreation. 

 
~ Watch an Outdoor Movie: This is a fun venture, and if you’re looking 

for good, non-saccharine Catholic movies to view, here are some ideas. 

 On the Waterfront, Marlon Brando (1953) 

Becket, Richard Burton (1964) 

The Scarlet and the Black, Gregory Peck (1983) 

Babette’s Feast, Stephane Audran (1987) 

Les Miserables, Hugh Jackman (2012) 

 

~ Volunteer at a Bible Camp: From the South Bronx to an Indian Reservation 
in North Dakota, I can testify that this is both a rewarding and–dare I say–fun 

experience for your summer. Actually have an impact in someone’s life and 

learn how to tie a rosary, too. 

 

~ Visit a Nursing Home 
Objection 1: Nursing homes are depressing. Sed Contra: “Even if his mind 

fails, be considerate of him; do not revile him because you are in your prime. 

Kindness to a father will not be forgotten; it will serve as a sin offering—it 

will take lasting root” (Sirach 3:13-14).                                                                                                         

Respondeo: When Catholics think of how they can grow in their faith, they 

tend to forget the opportunity that visiting a nursing home affords. Not only 

are you helping to brighten an elderly child of God’s day, you might actually 

learn something in the process. Musical instruments are always a plus. (And if 

you are at the Little Sisters of the Poor in Cincinnati, you might get to play 

Wii Bowling with the residents.) (Dominicana Journal) 

 

Liturgical Ministers Needed:  We are inviting all to consider serving in a 

liturgical ministry.  We have a great need for Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, 

Acolytes and Ushers/Greeters.  Why not serve while you are already here?  

For more information please contact Karen Glen, the Ministry Coordinator @ 

kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com or call the Parish office @ (510) 653-8631. 

 

Training for Eucharistic Ministers will take place on July 1st.  All current 

and new Eucharistic ministers are encouraged to attend following the 10:30 

am Mass.  For more information please call the Parish office. 

Third Annual RCIA Ice Cream Social will be held on Sunday, July 29th, 

following the 10:30am Mass.  We invite all to join together and welcome 

those inquiring into the Catholic Faith.  If you know someone who might be 

interested please invite them to come along. 

 

SAVE THE DATE NOW:  On Sunday, August 26th, we will be celebrat-

ing the Feast Day of St. Augustine.  There will be only one Mass that Sunday 

at 10:30 am.  After the Mass we will celebrate as a community of faith.  

Please watch the bulletin for more information. 
 

Ministry Calendar 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

will resume at the end of July 

Family Faith Formation regis-

tration will begin for the 2018-2019 

year in August 

RCIA Ice Cream Social will 

take place on the last Sunday, July 

29th 

St. Augustine Feast Day Cele-

bration is Sunday, August 26th fol-

lowing the 10:30 am Mass 
 

Weekly Offering 

June 17th, collection. $2,780 

Includes EFT.  
    

 

In Our Prayers 
 

Please remember in your prayers 

those who are ill:  Anita Eble, Ei-

leen Powditch, Elaine Zabriskie, 

Keith Mixon, Patricia Sims, Patricia 

Watkins, Danica Truchlikova. 

 

And those who have died:  Mat-

thew Smith, Mary Arnold,  Arthur 

A.J. Jacob. 

 

Mass Intentions 

 

Saturday, June 23rd 2018, 5 pm  

Stephen Lee (+) 

 

Sunday, June 24th 2018, 8 am 

Elvira Campolo (+) 

 

Sunday, June 24th, 2018, 10:30 am 

Jimmy Jacob (+) 

 

Sunday, June 24th, 6 pm 
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Parish News 
 

Welcome 

    If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending 

our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form lo-

cated on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.  

You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.     

 

 Prayer Tree 

Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on 

the 1st Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on fol-

lowing days in 2018:  July 1st, August 5th, September 2nd, October 7th, 

November 4th, and December 2nd. 

 

Young Adults Group 

The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30 pm 

in the church.   If you are interested in receiving more information about 

the group, please email Richard Kearney at rkearney89@gmail.com.  
 

 

Matching Gift Program - Help Your Parish 

If your company/place of employment has a matching gift program, 

please contact your HR department for details on how to double your St. 

Augustine's plate contribution. 
 

MEDITATION 101: Come experience the tranquil benefits of a medi-

tation practice. Learn ways to relax the body and clear the mind in order to 

enjoy a meditation called centering prayer. 

Create a sacred space and time for an on-going practice. Denise Clark 

has taught meditation during her ten years as a T’a Chi instructor. She 

learned its benefits thorough St. Benedict’s Monastery in Snowmass, Colo-

rado in 1986. Denise Clark has a M.A. in Pastoral Ministry, taught Bible 

studies, was a grief minister and a leader of a Dream group for over ten 

years. She gives talks about faith, healing and prayerful practices. Join us 

on Thursday, June 28th from 7-8:30 p.m. at St. Augustine Church, 400 

Alcatraz Ave. in Oakland. 

 

St. Augustine Parish Cookbook 
 

Have you enjoyed some of the special treats at the St. Augustine hospi-

tality table? Did you go back for more only to find that tasty bite all gone? 

Did you wish you had the recipe? Here is your opportunity to share your 

favorite recipes and enjoy those of others in our wonderful parish.  We are 

planning to publish a St. Augustine Parish Cookbook and have it ready for 

sale at the November Harvest Craft Fair but we need your help. 

Please share your wonderful recipes for this publication. Send any and 

all. We want to see a variety that mirrors the diversity of our parish. Send 

your family favorites, special appetizers, quick meals, baked goods, tips 

and shopping tricks. If you liked something at the hospitality table, find out 

who made it and needle them until they submit the recipe. If you are not 

sure the recipe is appropriate, send it anyway. Let the foodie editors decide. 

Send your recipes in a Word format with a picture if you have one 

to wandatziemba@gmail.com.  If you prefer to submit in hard copy, bring 

to the 10:30 mass. Look for me. I am the choir member who wears cowboy 

boots to Mass. 
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