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Homily from Father Joseph Pellegrino
Today's Gospel reading, the third of the five Sundays
from the Sixth chapter of the Gospel of John, begins
with the Jews murmuring. That's a great word, murmur.
It's an onomatopoeia, a word that sounds like its meaning, like screech, or bloop, or splash, or grunt, or giggle,
etc. Murmur. Mom makes a large meatloaf on Sunday.
On Monday it returns to the table with red sauce on it.
On Tuesday it's mixed in with vegetables, and all the
family murmurs. Or school starts on a Wednesday, and
on Friday the teacher assigns two hours of homework,
and among the students there is murmuring. The Hebrews of the Bible were world class murmurers, especially those who lived in the times of Moses and the
Exodus from Egypt. These people murmured because
the Pharaoh increased their work load. It was all Moses'
fault they said angrily. They murmured when they
camped next to the Red Sea and heard that the Pharaoh's chariots were approaching. They murmured when
they had no bread, or no meat, or no water. You would
have thought that they would have had faith in God
who had cared for their every need, but no, instead of
faith there was murmuring. The murmuring of the Jews
of the Exodus was recalled in the murmuring of the
Jews in the beginning of today's Gospel. They complained about Jesus. He had fed them with loaves and
fish, but now He said that He was all the bread they
needed. He was the Bread of Life that came down from
heaven. They were convinced that He did not come
down from heaven. They said that they knew his family.
And they would have been correct if that was all there
was to Jesus. If He were simply human, He could not be
the Bread from heaven. He could not give them that
which was infinitely greater than the Bread their ancestors ate, the manna. To accept the gift of the Bread of
Life, they had to first accept that Jesus was more than

human. He was Divine.
This is the same for
us. To understand
the miracle and
mystery of communion, our starting point must be
that Jesus is Divine,
the Second Person
of the Blessed Trinity. He gives us who
He is, Eternal Life.
Our Founding Fathers, Washington, Adams, Franklin, Jefferson, etc, gave
us liberty, but they were not liberty. Abraham Lincoln
gave the slaves freedom, but he was not freedom. But
Jesus gave the Bread of the Eternal Life because He is
the Bread of Life. He is not just a great man. He is Divine. The Bread of Life is Jesus, our Divine Sustenance.
And we take Him into ourselves. When we receive the
Eucharist, we are united to Him, to each other and to
the whole Body of Christ.... This is Jesus who unites
Himself to Us with His Body and Blood.
This is the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity, the
Eternal Son of the Father, who humbled Himself to become one of us, to die for us, and then gave the gift of
His Life and Death, to us in the form to the Blessed Sacrament. This is Jesus whom we will take into ourselves
today when we receive communion.
We don't murmur.
We proclaim.
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PARISH NEWS
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our
parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on the
table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may drop it off in
the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on the first
Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on following days in
2018: September 2, October 7, November 4, and December 2.
Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30 pm in the
church. If you are interested in receiving more information about the group,
please email Richard Kearney at rkearney89@gmail.com
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Matching Gift Program - Help Your Parish
If your company/place of employment has a matching gift program, please contact your HR department for details on how to double your St. Augustine's plate
contribution.
Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair? Contact Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will gladly repair it free of charge.
St. Augustine Parish Cookbook
Have you enjoyed some of the special treats at the St. Augustine hospitality table? Did you go back for more only to find that tasty bite all gone? Did you wish
you had the recipe? We are planning to publish a St. Augustine Parish Cookbook
and have it ready for sale at the November Harvest Craft Fair but we need your
help.
Please share your wonderful recipes for this publication. We want to see a variety that mirrors the diversity of our parish. Send your family favorites, special appetizers, quick meals, baked goods, tips and shopping tricks. If you liked something
at the hospitality table, find out who made it and needle them until they submit
the recipe. If you are not sure the recipe is appropriate, send it anyway. Let the
foodie editors decide.
Send your recipes in a Word format with a picture if you have one
to wandatziemba@gmail.com. If you prefer to submit in hard copy, bring to
the 10:30 mass. Look for me. I am the choir member who wears cowboy boots to
Mass.
St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference:
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water. Leave donations in
the SVdP basket in the vestibule. Thank You.
Music Class
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering classes on how to read music.
They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7 pm in the church.
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From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator
SAVE THE DATE NOW: St. Augustine’s Feast Day Celebration - On
Sunday, August 26th, we will be celebrating the Feast Day of St.
Augustine. There will be only one Mass that Sunday at 10:30 am. After the Mass we will celebrate as a community of faith. Please help to
make our celebration the best yet. We need volunteers to help with
set up, cooking, serving, games and lots of other fun. Join in the fun
with fellow parishioners on this wonderful afternoon. There is a sign
up board in the back of the church to list your name and phone number or you can contact Karen Glen, Ministry Coordinator at
kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
FAITH FORMATION: Registration for Faith Formation will begin next
week. Ongoing Faith Formation is an important part of raising your
children in the Catholic Faith. Our program covers children from Kindergarten through 8th grade. Please pick up a registration form in the
vestibule of the Church.
CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD has resumed. This year we are
asking all parents to fill out an information form for their family. Please
pick one up in the back of the church and return it to Karen Glen, Ministry Coordinator, if your children are attending CLW on Sunday mornings.
SAFE ENVIRONMENT REMINDER: If you are volunteering in any capacity in the church please make sure to complete your online training
at: http://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/
RCIA (Corrected Information) - Are you interested in learning
more about becoming a Catholic? Have you received the Sacraments of
Baptism or First Holy Communion and desire Confirmation? The Rite
of Christian Initiation of Adults Inquiry began last week, but it is not
too late to join us. We will meet for the next few Sundays, immediately
following the 10:30 am Mass (approximately 12:00 noon) in the Parish
rectory. Please contact Karen kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com, Jay
Mitchell jwmstaugustine@live.com or Andy Hartzell, andyhartzell@gmail.com for more information.
Ever wonder why the liturgy has changed over the years? Lizette
Miller will present this topic on Thursday, August 23rd @ 7pm. Please
join us for an informative evening.

August 12th, 2018
Ministry Calendar
Children’s Liturgy of the Word @
10am Mass
RCIA Inquiry-Session 4, August
19th (The Bible) @ 12 noon in the
Rectory
Family Faith Formation registration will begin for the 2018-2019
year in August
St. Augustine Feast Day Celebration is Sunday, August 26th following
the 10:30 am Mass
Weekly Offering
August 5th, collection. $3,236
Includes EFT.
In Our Prayers
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill: Anita Eble, Eileen
Powditch, Patricia Sims, Patricia
Watkins, Danica Truchlikova, Mary
Orgon, John Meadows, Patty Wiesner.
And those who have died: Arthur
A.J. Jacob. Vivian Richardi, Eleanore
Schamshala, Nathan Taylor, Jim Lennon, Norma Gray, Elaine Zabriskie.
Elaine Zabriskie
Elaine’s funeral will be held on Saturday, August 25th, at 11 am.
Mass Intentions
Saturday, August 11th, 2018, 5 pm
Sunday, August 12th 2018, 8 am
Sunday, August 12th 2018, 10:30 am
Parishioners & Benefactors
Sunday, August 12th, 6 pm
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: When has the bread of life given you the strength you needed to face a difficult situation in your life?
For Children: What will you ask Jesus to help you with when you receive Holy Communion this week?
JOY OF THE GOSPEL (Our Social Justice corner):
Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church which
is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.
FREE LEGAL REPRESENTATION: Catholic Charities is offering free legal representation for those interested in becoming U.S. citizens. Interested individuals can call 925.825.3099 to make an appointment for the first or third Tuesdays of each month. For more information, contact Deanna Salazar at 925.771.8254 or dsalazar@cceb.org.
NEW KNOW YOUR RIGHTS CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF THE EAST BAY (Concord) is hosting bi-monthly Know Your
Rights presentations about recent immigration changes and individuals’ rights, regardless of immigrant status. No registration is required. For more information or to register, contact Deanna Salazar at 925.771.8524. Upcoming sessions
are: Aug. 14, Aug. 28, Sept. 11, .Sept. 25, .Oct. 9, Oct. 23, Nov. 13, Nov. 27, and Dec. 11.
CATHOLIC CHARITIES USA ACTION CENTER: We provide a voice for the most vulnerable and marginalized members of society to the federal government. Join USCCB/Migration and Refugee Services and Catholic Charities USA today to help make a difference. Please email us at familyseparation@usccb.org or socialpolicy@catholiccharitiesusa.org with information and questions.
ST. AUGUSTINE PARISH COMMUNITY TO CO-SPONSOR A REFUGEE FAMILY: The Parish Community of St.
Augustine’s in collaboration with our Young Adults Ministry will be working with Catholic Charities to co-sponsor a
refugee family. On Monday, August 6th @ 7 pm there will be an information night with Jude Stephens from Family
to Family. If you would like to be a part of this ministry outreach, please contact Karen at (510) 653-8631 or
kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
For more information on any of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
Parish Solidarity Initiative Training. The Parish Solidarity Initiative (PSI) will provide hands-on training to build a
team that can engage parishioners in social ministry on Aug. 18, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Santa Maria Parish, 40 Santa
Maria Way, Orinda. The day will include opportunities for fellowship and practicing the techniques. PSI will enhance
parish life by engaging and developing new leaders who participate in local and global solidarity. The workshop will
be offered in both English and Spanish and is free of charge. For more information, contact Moises Roberto De Leon,
805.668.1249 or mrdeleon@cceb.org.
Catholic Scout Awards Counselor Training. Catholic Scout Religious Awards can be earned by Scouts of all ages,
both boys and girls. Scouts earn these awards by completing projects around their Catholic faith with the help of
adult award counselors. Would you like to help your scout or the scouts in your parish earn their religious awards?
The Diocesan Catholic Committee on Scouting is hosting a Scout Awards Counselor Training on Saturday, Aug. 25 at
St. Anne Parish, 32223 Cabello St, Union City, 9:30 a.m. to noon. To register or for more information on religious
awards for scouts visit the Catholic Scout website, www.oakdiocesescouts.org or call 510.893.5154.
Thanksgiving Mass for Healthcare Providers The annual Thanksgiving Mass for Healthcare Providers will be celebrated Sept. 29 at 10 a.m. at the Cathedral of Christ the Light, 2121 Harrison Street, Oakland. We encourage all who
provide healthcare services, direct and administrative, to attend this multicultural Mass as we celebrate your energy,
dedication, and generosity. A reception and mental health resources fair will follow the Mass.

