St. Augustine Catholic Church

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

August 5th, 2018

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: When has your faith helped you believe without “seeing signs” from God?
For Children: Who helps you believe in things you cannot see?

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner):
Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a
Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church
which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope
Francis #49.
Free legal representation: Catholic Charities is offering free legal representation for those interested in
becoming U.S. citizens. Interested individuals can call 925.825.3099 to make an appointment for the
first or third Tuesdays of each month. For more information, contact Deanna Salazar at 925.771.8254 or
dsalazar@cceb.org.
NEW Know Your Rights Catholic Charities of the East Bay (Concord) is hosting bi-monthly Know
Your Rights presentations about recent immigration changes and individuals’ rights, regardless of immigrant status. No registration is required. For more information or to register, contact Deanna Salazar
at 925.771.8524. Upcoming sessions are: Aug. 14, Aug. 28, Sept. 11, .Sept. 25, .Oct. 9, Oct. 23, Nov.
13, Nov. 27, and Dec. 11.
Catholic Charities USA Action Center: We provide a voice for the most vulnerable and marginalized
members of society to the federal government. Join USCCB/Migration and Refugee Services and
Catholic Charities USA today to help make a difference. Please email us at familyseparation@usccb.org or socialpolicy@catholiccharitiesusa.org with information and questions.
St. Augustine Parish Community to Co-Sponsor a Refugee Family: The Parish Community of St.
Augustine’s in collaboration with our Young Adults Ministry will be working with Catholic
Charities to co-sponsor a refugee family. On Monday, August 6th @ 7 pm there will be an information night with Jude Stephens from Family to Family. If you would like to be a part of this
ministry outreach, please contact Karen at (510) 653-8631 or kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
For more information on any of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
Parish Solidarity Initiative Training. The Parish Solidarity Initiative (PSI) will provide hands-on training to
build a team that can engage parishioners in social ministry on Aug. 18, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Santa Maria Parish, 40
Santa Maria Way, Orinda. The day will include opportunities for fellowship and practicing the techniques. PSI will
enhance parish life by engaging and developing new leaders who participate in local and global solidarity. The workshop will be offered in both English and Spanish and is free of charge. For more information, contact Moises Roberto
De Leon, 805.668.1249 or mrdeleon@cceb.org.
Thanksgiving Mass for Healthcare Providers. The annual Thanksgiving Mass for Healthcare Providers will be
celebrated Sept. 29 at 10 a.m. at the Cathedral of Christ the Light, 2121 Harrison Street, Oakland. We encourage all
who provide healthcare services, direct and administrative, to attend this multicultural Mass as we celebrate your energy, dedication, and generosity. A reception and mental health resources fair will follow the Mass. You may use
these flyers, in English and Spanish, to promote the event
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Christianity is about 2000 years young in contrast to
Islam which is about 1300 years old. What makes
Christianity a young religion? It is its ability to continuously renew itself.
If we look at the Christianity of the first century AD
it is very different from the Christianity of today; just as
if we compare the people of first century AD they are
very different from the people of 21st century. Reviewing the history of Christianity one finds that the Church
has had its share of sins, abuses, scandals and wrongdoings. It is similar to the history of humanity with all its
inhumanity, injustices, racisms, discriminations, prejudices, bigotries and so on. However, the Church finds
the courage and strength to correct the wrongs and continues to do so in the midst of many challenges. That is
the working of the Holy Spirit. Lots of times we lose
sight of it and become cynical or discouraged.
Although the Christianity of today may look different, its faith and teachings have not changed substantially. “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today
and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8) Being a Christian basically means accepting Jesus Christ as your Lord and
savior.
Christianity is the Good News of salvation. It
spreads from people to people, from family to family,
from friends to friends. Do we not want to share good
news with family and friends? It is this sharing of the
Good News, led by the Holy Spirit, that keeps Christianity a young religion.

RCIA meets on Wednesday at 6:30 PM and on Sundays after the 10:30 AM Mass. If you are invited to
share your faith, please do not hesitate, but, willingly
embrace the opportunity. Also, take time to meet the
candidates and make them feel welcome.

RCIA, too, is sharing our faith with others! It is the
mission/task of the entire parish. It is not limited to the
priest or the RCIA team in the parish. We are beginning
RCIA in the parish. I am inviting every member to get
involved in it.

Kindly pray for the RCIA members and the team
leaders that this faith journey will lead them all to an
encounter with the living Lord, Jesus Christ. May Mary,
the mother of Jesus, and all the saints assist us with
their prayers!
Father Augustine

400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 • www.staugustineoakland.com
• Weekend Mass schedule •
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

• Weekday Eucharist •
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
Saturday 4 p.m.
Also upon request

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.
You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on
the 1st Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on following days in 2018: August 5th, September 2nd, October 7th, November
4th, and December 2nd.
Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30 pm
in the church. If you are interested in receiving more information about
the group, please email Richard Kearney at rkearney89@gmail.com.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church

Matching Gift Program - Help Your Parish
If your company/place of employment has a matching gift program,
please contact your HR department for details on how to double your St.
Augustine's plate contribution.

400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com

Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair? Contact
Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will gladly repair
it free of charge.

saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

St. Augustine Parish Cookbook
Have you enjoyed some of the special treats at the St. Augustine hospitality table? Did you go back for more only to find that tasty bite all gone?
Did you wish you had the recipe? Here is your opportunity to share your
favorite recipes and enjoy those of others in our wonderful parish. We are
planning to publish a St. Augustine Parish Cookbook and have it ready for
sale at the November Harvest Craft Fair but we need your help.
Please share your wonderful recipes for this publication. Send any and
all. We want to see a variety that mirrors the diversity of our parish. Send
your family favorites, special appetizers, quick meals, baked goods, tips
and shopping tricks. If you liked something at the hospitality table, find out
who made it and needle them until they submit the recipe. If you are not
sure the recipe is appropriate, send it anyway. Let the foodie editors decide.
Send your recipes in a Word format with a picture if you have one
to wandatziemba@gmail.com. If you prefer to submit in hard copy, bring
to the 10:30 mass. Look for me. I am the choir member who wears cowboy
boots to Mass.

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Ministry Coordinator
Karen Glen
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference:
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water. Leave donations in the SVdP basket in the vestibule. Thank You.
Music Class
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how to
read music. They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7 pm in the
church.
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From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator
What are the steps of RCIA? RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS
Each year on Holy Saturday during the Easter Vigil, thousands of are
baptized into the Catholic Church in the United States. Parishes welcome
these new Catholics through the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA). Listed below are some questions and answers about RCIA. (Part 5
of 5)
What does the white robe symbolize? The newly baptized are dressed
in a white garment after baptism to symbolize that they are washed clean of
sin and that they are called to continue to walk in this newness of life.
What does the candle symbolize? A small candle is lit from the Easter
candle and given to the newly baptized as a reminder to them always to
walk as children of the Light and to be the light of Christ to the world.
What does the Sacred Chrism symbolize?
The Sacred Chrism, or oil, is a sign of the gift of the Holy Spirit being
given to the newly baptized. It is also a sign of the close link between the
mission of Jesus and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, who comes to the
recipient with the Father in Baptism.
Why was this ancient rite restored? It was restored in the Church to
highlight the fact that the newly baptized are received into a community of
faith, which is challenged to realize that they too have become different because of this new life in the community.
Is there a ceremony or preparation for Catholics who never or seldom have practiced the faith?
For Catholics who have been Baptized, Confirmed and made First Communion but then drifted from the faith, the way they return is through the
Sacrament of Penance. Catholics who were baptized but never received
Confirmation and/or Eucharist also participate in a period of formation.
This process of formation is completed with the reception of the Sacraments of Confirmation and Holy Communion often at the Easter Vigil or
during the Easter Season.
What is the role of a godparent for an adult being baptized?
Prior to the Rite of Election, the Catechumen may choose one or two
godparents, who will accompany the Catechumen on the day of Election, at
the celebration of the Sacraments of Initiation, and during the Period of
Mystagogy. They are called to show the Catechumens good example of the
Christian life, sustain them in moments of hesitancy and anxiety, bear witness, and guide their progress in the baptismal life.
RCIA (Corrected Information) - Are you interested in learning more
about becoming a Catholic? Have you received the Sacraments of Baptism or
First Holy Communion and desire Confirmation? The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults Inquiry began last week, but it is not too late to join us. We
will meet for the next few Sundays, immediately following the 10:30 am Mass
(approximately 12:00 noon) in the Parish rectory. Please contact Karen
kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com, Jay Mitchell jwmstaugustine@live.com or
Andy Hartzell, andyhartzell@gmail.com for more information.
Ever wonder why the liturgy has changed over the years? Lizette
Miller will present this topic on Thursday, August 23rd @ 7pm. Please join us
for an informative evening.
SAVE THE DATE NOW: On Sunday, August 26th, we will be celebrating the Feast Day of St. Augustine. There will be only one Mass that Sunday
at 10:30 am. After the Mass we will celebrate as a community of faith.
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Ministry Calendar
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
@ 10:30 am Mass
RCIA Inquiry-Session 3, August
12 (Who is Jesus?) @ 12 noon in
the Rectory
th

Family Faith Formation registration will begin for the 2018-2019
year in August
St. Augustine Feast Day Celebration is Sunday, August 26th following the 10:30 am Mass
Weekly Offering
July 29th collection. $3,623.
Includes EFT.
SVDP Collection: $2,378.
In Our Prayers
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill: Anita Eble, Eileen Powditch, Patricia Sims,
Patricia Watkins, Danica Truchlikova, Mary Orgon, John Meadows.
And those who have died: Arthur
A.J. Jacob. Vivian Richardi, Eleanore Schamshala, Nathan Taylor,
Jim Lennon, Norma Gray, Elaine
Zabriskie.
Elaine Zabriskie
Elaine’s funeral will be held on
Saturday, August 25th, at 11 am.
Mass Intentions
Saturday, August 4th, 2018, 5 pm
Raymond Lacap (+)
Sunday, August 5th 2018, 8 am
Sunday, August 5th 2018, 10:30 am
Sunday, August 5th, 6 pm
Parishioners & Benefactors

