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 We are once again re-printing Bishop Barber’s recent state-
ment on the current Clergy Sexual Abuse Scandal in the Church.                                          
Father Augustine Joseph 

 
When I visited UC-Berkeley earlier this year and 

met with a large group of Catholic students for a dis-
cussion, the first question they asked me was, “What 
do I tell my Catholic friend who no longer practices his 
faith because of the scandals in the Church?” 
 
   Many Catholics have had their faith shaken by the 
recent revelations in Pennsylvania, the scandalous 
behavior of an American cardinal and the recent letter 
from the former Apostolic Nuncio to the United States. 
 
   Here’s how I answered the students. When the fa-
mous English theologian and academic John Henry 
Newman converted to the Catholic Faith in 1845, his 
closest Anglican friends asked him, “How can you join 
a Church which has such a history of corruption?” 
 
  He responded that the Church is a Divine institution 
in human hands. And humans are sinners. He also 
said that Christ himself knew there would be sin and 
corruption in the Church, therefore he purposefully 
chose Judas Iscariot as one of his apostles. So we 
can trace corruption right back to the origin, yet also 
show that “Where sin prevails, grace prevails all the 
more.” Christ also preached the parable of the wheat 
and weeds, to show that both would exist in the 
Church. 

 
  Yet that’s not the end of the story. Christ has de-
stroyed sin, and death. 

I also told the students that I’ve been in the Navy 
Reserve for 27 years. Every year about 50 admirals, 
generals and commanding officers of ships and bases 
are removed for misbehavior, ethical violations, crimi-
nal activity or “loss of confidence in ability to com-
mand.” 

      Yet we do not dismiss all commanders as criminal. 
One of my duties as chaplain is to visit the brig: the 
“jail” on a ship or Navy base. 

Many of the prisoners are serving sentences for 
child abuse in their own families. Yet we do not say all 
sailors and Marines are abusers. We don’t say the 
Navy and Marine Corps is evil. No. We point out that 
the majority of sailors and Marines, and soldiers and 
airmen, are good and loyally serve our country every 
day, putting their lives on the line in many instances. 
In addition, we have real heroes in the military and 
recognize them with the Congressional Medal of 
Honor. 
 
      So too in the Church. The majority of our priests 
serve you faithfully every day in every parish in our 
dioceses. We have heroes in the Church we call 
saints: like Mother Teresa and St. John Paul II. 
 
      There is no excuse for the priests who have com-
mitted crimes against innocent children. There is no 
excuse for bishops who have covered up these 
crimes or abetted them by transferring abusers to 
other parishes. This is evil. 
 
    The difference between the military and the church 
is that the military has a good accountability system. 
The Church does not. And we need to fix that now. 
 
   I endorse the call of Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of 
Galveston-Houston, president of the US bishops, to 
the Holy Father to establish an independent, lay-led 
review board that will address complaints against 
bishops. 

In regards to the scandal of Archbishop Theodore 

E. McCarrick and the revelations of Archbishop Carlo 

Maria Vigano, we need such a board or commission 

to find the truth. 

 

• Weekend Mass schedule • 
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Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
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Most Rev. Michael C. Barber, S.J. Statement on the recent scandals in the Church 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

For Adults:   Why should faith always lead to good works? 
 

For Children:  What good works can you do to show your faith in Jesus? 

  
Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner):  
 

Flood Relief for India:  As many of you know a large area of India was devastated by recent mon-

soon floods. At least 1,400 people have died and 1.3 million have been displaced from their 

homes.  We are invited to join in the mobilization to help the two Dioceses hardest hit in the re-

gion.  Donations will be taken through October 15th and split evenly between the Dioceses. For 

more information please refer to the links below:  

 https://www.ucanews.com/news/church-mobilizes-as-1-400-die-in-indias-monsoon-

floods/83281 

 http://www.idukkidiocese.org/ 

 http://www.archdiocesechanganacherry.org/ 
 

Solidarity with the Poor: Want to get involved in helping others in our community in a very direct 

and substantial way? Look for great opportunities at the following links: 

 http://www.oaklandcatholicworker.org/volunteer.html 
 http://www.svdp-alameda.org/ 

 

For more information on any of our Social Justice projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com 

Solemnity of the Anniversary of the Dedication of a Cathedral On the tenth anniversary of the dedica-
tion of the Cathedral of Christ the Light, Bishop Michael Barber has declared the celebration of the Solemnity 
may be transferred to Sunday, Sept. 30 for the Cathedral only. All other parishes will celebrate the Solemnity, 
with the liturgical rank of Feast, on Sept. 25, as every year.  

 
  Blue Mass The annual Blue Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Barber on Sunday, October 7, at 10 a.m. 

at the Cathedral of Christ the Light. All are welcome, but especially public servants, such as first responders 
 
The Sisters of the Holy Names are celebrating  150 years of presence  and ministry in California. Bishop 

Michael Barber will preside at a Eucharistic Liturgy  at the Cathedral of Christ the Light on Saturday, Octo-
ber 6, 2018 at 3:30 PM.  A reception will follow. All are welcome.  Please RSVP to http://www.snjmca150.org/ 

 

Diocesan Priest Retirement Benefit Trust Collection last week we (and most parishes of the diocese) 

prayed for the retired priests of the East Bay.  Although they are officially retired, some of the 58 priests in 

that category are still “laboring in the vineyard” as chaplains, pastor emeriti, spiritual directors and more. On 

the weekend of Sept. 9 we contributed $720.00 to the  Diocesan Priest Retirement Benefit Trust. Your gener-

osity is greatly appreciated.  

Thanksgiving Mass for Healthcare Providers The annual Thanksgiving Mass for Healthcare Providers 

will be celebrated Sept. 29 at 10 a.m. at the Cathedral of Christ the Light, 2121 Harrison Street, Oakland. We 

encourage all who provide healthcare services, direct and administrative, to attend this multicultural Mass as 

we celebrate your energy, dedication, and generosity. A reception and mental health resources fair will follow 

the Mass. You may use these flyers, in English and Spanish, to promote the event. 

Continued  on page 2 
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 From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator 

                                                       

KHAN FAMILY:  The Khan family is settling in quite well now.  The 

children have all begun school and have completed their medical exams as 

well. The family is residing in Concord where they have friends from their 

home area in Afghanistan.  There are still many ways to help with their assimi-

lation into the United States.  A list of needed items and opportunities to help 

have been listed on a sign up genius document created by the Janine Kovac. 

You can access the list to find ways that you can help.  If you have any ques-

tions please contact Karen Glen, Ministry Coordinator or April McNeely at the 

Parish office for more information. 

 

FAITH FORMATION:  Registration for Faith Formation has begun. 

Classes have already begun. Classes meet between the 8am and 10:30am Mass 

on Sunday @ 9:10 am. Ongoing Faith Formation is an important part of raising 

your children in the Catholic Faith. Our program covers children from Kinder-

garten through 8th grade. Please pick up a registration form in the vestibule of 

the Church or call the Parish office for more information.  

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD has resumed. Parent Vol-

unteers are needed to help make this program a success. To sign up to help 

with the program please visit the link: http://

childrensliturgyoftheword.bringit.bz/public/70629b                                                                                                       

This year we are asking all parents to fill out an information form for their fam-

ily. Please pick one up in the back of the church and return it to Karen Glen, 

Ministry Coordinator, if your children are attending CLW on Sunday morn-

ings. 

 

RCIA- Are you interested in learning more about becoming a Catholic? 

Have you received the Sacraments of Baptism or First Holy Communion and 

desire Confirmation?   The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults Inquiry has 

begun, but it is not too late to join us.  The next session will meet on Wednes-

day, September 19th @ 6:45 pm in the Parish Rectory. Please contact Karen 

kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com, Jay Mitchell jwmstaugustine@live.com or 

Andy Hartzell, andyhartzell@gmail.com for more information. 

 

Blessing of the Animals will take place on September 30th @ the 

10:30 am Mass.  Everyone is invited to bring their pets to the Mass and 

receive a blessing for them.  Please make sure that you make whatever 

accommodations might be necessary for your pets, i.e. a crate, a leash, a 

blanket, a basket, a jar, etc.  A special collection of items will be taken to 

benefit our local animal shelter. 

 

Inviting all small children (3 and under) and their parents to join in 

forming a Mom and Dad's group.  This is in the beginning organizational 

stage, so day and time has not yet been determined.  For more informa-

tion please contact Kristina Smith at her email:  klopez1214@gmail.com 

Ministry Calendar 

 

Parish Book Club meets Tuesday, 

September 18th @ 1pm                                                                                                                             

 

RCIA Inquiry, Session 8 , 

Wednesday @ 6:45 pm                                                                                                                   

 

Parish Book Club meets Friday, 

September 21st @ 7:00 pm  

 

Family Faith Formation, Sunday, 

September 23rd  @ 9:10 am     

                                                                                                                           

Children’s Liturgy of the Word, 

September 23rd  @ 10:30 am Mass  

                                                                     

RCIA Inquiry, Session 9, Sunday 

September  23rd @ 12 noon                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 

Weekly Offering 
September 9th collection: $3446.50 
Includes EFT.  
 
In Our Prayers 
Please remember in your prayers 
those who are ill:  Anita Eblé, Eileen 
Powditch, Patricia Sims, Patricia 
Watkins, Danica Truchlikova, Mary 
Orgon, John Meadows, Patty Wies-
ner, Gloria Bautista, Anne Perkins 
 
And those who have died:   Nathan 
Taylor, Jim Lennon, Norma Gray, 
Elaine Zabriskie, Fr. Jim Sloan, Fr. 
Thomas Ng. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Mass Intentions 
 
Saturday, September 15th, 2018, 5 pm  
 
Sunday, September 16th, 2018, 8 am 

Parishioners and Benefactors 
 
Sunday, September 23rd, 2018, 
10:30 am 
Homer & Rae Dawkins (-) 
 
Sunday, September 15th, 6 pm 
 

St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 Parish staff 
 Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
(510) 653-8631 ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 
 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Coordinator 
Karen Glen 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 
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Perhaps this could be the existing National Review Board. Whatever 

group is set up, it needs to find out “who knew what, and when did they 

know it?” 

  They need access to all the relevant documents, most of which are 
protected as “Papal Secrets.” They need to interview priests who 
worked in the Roman Curia and U.S. diocesan offices, who also would 
be released from the “Papal Secret” and allowed to testify. 
 
   We need to find out the truth. Only the truth will set us free. And only   
the pope can authorize the steps that need to be taken to find the 
truth.  But there is action I can take as bishop of our diocese. 
 
       In Oakland, I am calling for an independent outside audit of our 
Diocesan Review Board policies, to ensure we are faithfully following 
the precepts of the Dallas Charter, the procedures to investigate sex-
ual abuse by clergy. I also am going to review the membership of the 
current Diocesan Review Board to make sure it has the number of lay 
experts we need in the fields of law enforcement, the judiciary, par-
ents, and clinical professional specializing in treatment of childhood 
trauma and survivors. 
 
Bishop Michael Barber, S.J. (Reprinted from the Catholic Voice, September 3, 2018) 

 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Parish News 
 
Welcome 
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been 

attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a 
registration form located on the table in the back of the church 
next to the hospitality table.  You may drop it off in the collec-
tion basket at your convenience. 

 

Young Adults Group 
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday 

at 7:30 pm in the church.  If you are interested in receiving 
more information about the group, please email Richard Kear-
ney at rkearney89@gmail.com. 

 

Rosary Repairs 
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of re-

pair?  Contact Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am 
Mass, and she will gladly repair it free of charge. 
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