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• The Epiphany of the Lord•

January 6th, 2019

The Star of Bethlehem
Today we celebrate Epiphany. The savior of the
world is revealed to the gentiles (nations) or nonJewish people, by the appearance of a star in the
sky.
In the Gospel of Matthew account,
the Magi (often translated as "wise men", but more
accurately astrologers), arrive at the court of Herod
in Jerusalem and tell the king of a star which signifies the birth of the King of the Jews:
Now, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem
of Judea, in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, Where is He who has been
born King of the Jews? For we have seen
His star in the East [or at its rising, and have
come to worship Him. When Herod, the king,
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And, when he had gathered all
the chief priests and scribes of the people
together, he inquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. (Matt.2:1-4)
Herod is "troubled", not because of the appearance of the star, but because the Magi have told
him that a "king of the Jews" had been born, which
he understands to refer to as the Messiah, a leader
of the Jewish people, whose coming was believed
to be foretold in scripture. So he asks his advisors
where the Messiah would be born. They answer
Bethlehem, birthplace of King David, and quote
the prophet Micah. The king passes this information
along to the Magi.

Then secretly intending to find and kill the Messiah, in order to preserve his own kingship, Herod
invites the wise men to return to him on their way
home.
The star leads them to Jesus' home in the town,
where they worship Him and give Him gifts. The
wise men are then given a divine warning not to return to Herod, so they return home by a different
route.
This feast is a reminder and an invitation to
every Christian to make the Messiah known to everyone. This is the mission of the Church, the mission of every baptized person. If every Christian
burns with love of God, they will be like stars in the
sky leading others to the Messiah, Jesus Christ, the
savior of the universe.
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration
form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace”
every Sunday at 9:15 AM.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30
pm in the church. If you are interested in receiving more information
about the group, please email Richard Kearney at rkearney89@gmail.com.

Mom and Dad’s Group
Inviting all small children (3 and under) and their parents to join in
400 Alcatraz Ave
forming a Mom and Dad’s Group. This is in the beginning organizaOakland, CA 94609
tional stage, so day and time has not yet been determined. For more
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
information, please contact Kristine Smith at her email: klowww.staugustineoakland.com pez1214@gmail.com

saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com

Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair? Contact Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will
gladly repair it free of charge.
St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference:
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water. Leave donations in the SVdP basket in the vestibule. Thank You.

Ministry Coordinator
Karen Glen
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Music Class
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how
to read music. They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7
pm in the church.
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From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator
WORLD DAY OF PEACE 2019 ~ GOOD POLITICS AT THE SERVICE OF PEACE
How can we use our political and social systems to seek peace?
In announcing the theme for this year’s World Day of Peace on January 1, 2019, the Vatican made note of the call to all of us to engage
with our civic systems saying, “Political responsibility belongs to
every citizen and, in particular, to those that have received the mandate to protect and to govern.” Instead of indifference, cynicism or
thinking our voices do not matter, we believe the Gospel calls us to
raise our voices for the common good, for “politics is one of the highest forms of charity.” Advocating for and with communities who are
oppressed, disadvantaged, or excluded is a response to our baptismal call to love all members of the Body of Christ, in imitation of
Christ’s love. God created human beings as social and relational
creatures, made in his own image. We are called to reach out and
build relationships of love and justice, making love visible in structures and policies through political engagement. Two areas in which
we are called to protect human dignity is in our “concern for the future of life and of the planet, of the youngest and littlest.” We must
work to ensure that the dignity of all is protected is through our political, social, and economic systems. As Pope Francis teaches us in
his World Day of Peace Message, these systems must always work
to promote peace in our communities. Catholic Social Teaching demands that politics must have a preferential option for the poor and
vulnerable, and not be used to promote violence or marginalize those
in poverty. Instead, “Good politics is at the service of peace.” Pope
Francis’ message is the most recent in a long history of messages
for the World Day of Peace beginning with Pope Paul VI in 1968.
Find out more at bit.ly/jan-1-peaceday
New Year Ministry Opportunities
HOSPITALITY VOLUNTEERS: Do you enjoy hospitality after the
morning Mass? Our wonderful volunteer team has been serving us
faithfully over the years. There is a great need for many more volunteers to help keep this wonderful ministry alive. Please consider
making a commitment to help on one Sunday a month. For more information please contact Karen at the Parish Office (510-653-8631)
or Steve Miller @ calvinshouse@earthlink.net
CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD: This ministry is offered
by the Parish in participation with Parent Volunteers. The program
takes place during the 10:30 am Mass. If you are interested in helping with this program please contact Karen @
kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
ACOLYTE/ALTAR SERVERS: Could you consider serving your
community as an assistant to the Priest during Mass? This special
ministry only requires a love for serving God and the community. We
can teach you the rest. The obligation requires a commitment to
serve at least twice a month. Please contact Karen @
kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com

Ministry Calendar:
Family Faith Formation, resumes Sunday, Jan 20th with an
all Family Session @ 9:10 am
Children’s Liturgy of the
Word, resumes, Sunday, January 6th @ 10:30 am
RCIA Dismissal, Sunday, Jan
6th @ 10:30 am Mass
RCIA Class on Sunday, Jan
6th @ 12 noon

Weekly Offering
December 30th, collection:
$2,751
Includes EFT
SVDP Collection: $2,009.
In Our Prayers
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill:
John Meadows, Tony Custodio,
Agnes Jacobson, Margaret
Drummer, Don Paterson, Danica
Truchlikova,
And those who have died:
Patty Wiesner, Rose Knapp, Eileen Powditch, Joanne Johns,
Curtis Helton, Lorenzo Rothwell,
Thomas, Fr. Freddie’s father.
Mass Intentions
Saturday, January 5th, 2019, 5
pm
Parishioners and Benefactors
Sunday, January 6th, 2019, 8 am
Sunday, January 6th, 2019,
10:30 am
Sunday, January 6th, 2019, 6 pm
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: When have you been jealous or fearful of another person? When are such feeling harmful?
For Children: When have you been jealous because something good happened to another person instead of you?
What is the problem of feeling that way?

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner):
Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church
which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.
What can we do to facilitate peace.
Pray. Pray for the grace to approach all political and social issues from a starting point of faith,
love, and a spirit of generosity. You may also try one of the prayer practices at
bit.ly/9WaysPray to enrich your experience of prayer for peace.
Learn. Civic participation and faithful citizenship requires us to understand the political and social
issues that impact our brothers and sisters throughout the world. Visit USCCB resources on
Catholic Social Teaching and civic engagement to further your knowledge. Read stories of
hope to learn how faith communities are answering the call to work for peace and justice.
Act. Join tens of thousands of Catholics to advocate for policies that support justice and peace in
the U.S. and those experiencing poverty or conflict around the world. Take action today by visiting confrontglobalpoverty.org. Join 500+ Catholic Advocates on Capitol Hill for the Catholic
Social Ministry Gathering (Feb. 2-5, 2019).
Catholic Charities USA: is accepting donations online to help support those affected by the wildfires here
in California. All (100%) of contributions to a Catholic Charities USA campaign will support those suffering from the wildfires in our state. You may visit www.catholiccharitiesusa.org to contribute. Checks
can be sent to Catholic Charities USA, attn: California Wildfires, 2050 Ballenger Ave, Suite 400, Alexandria, VA 22314.
NEW VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: The Alameda County District Council is now operating a year long shelter. There is opportunity to help serve the homeless every day of the week. For more information
please Contact the Volunteer Team:
volunteer@svdp-alameda.org or call 510-877-9252
For other volunteer opportunities:
http://www.svdp-alameda.org/
http://www.oaklandcatholicworker.org/volunteer.html
US Bishops address racism Citing “the persistence of the evil of racism,” the U.S. bishops issued a
pastoral letter against racism, Open Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring Call to Love, at their plenary assembly last month. In addition, educational materials for elementary through adult and parish resources have
been provided. Some are intended for Advent, and most resources are also available in Spanish. The letter is particularly timely since the FBI recently reported reports of hate crimes have increased dramatically. For additional information, please visit the US Bishops website at www.usccb.org.
WINGS (Women in God’s Spirit)
WINGS resumes on January 9, 2019, with the Winter season devoted to the study and sharing of
Scripture. WINGS is a faith enhancement group for women: it encourages spiritual growth through prayer,
Scripture study, catechesis, life sharing and community. We gather on Wednesdays in St. Theresa Event
Center (4850 Clarewood Dr., Oakland), meeting room 1, at 9:15am with hospitality followed by the guest
speaker and program until 11:15am. Our guest speaker presentations will uplift you and keep you informed. You’ll experience a welcoming community as we support each other in our spiritual growth. Bring
a friend! Women from local parishes and other denominations are welcome! Our theme for this year is
Here I Am Lord. Join us on January 9th to hear Laura Bennett on Approaching Scripture with New Eyes.
For more information, or to attend as a guest, contact courtenaymorganredis@gmail.com

