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Saint John Bosco
In the early part of the19th century, Europe was
quite devastated by the Napoleonic wars. There
was so much destruction and death all around.
Families were so disrupted that many children
roamed the streets of Italy and other affected countries without knowing who their parents were. Child
labor was rampant as many adult males were dead
in the wars. There was much poverty, famine and
illiteracy.
Something comparable would be the present
situation in our own times in the war-torn countries
in the Middle East like Syria, Iraq, and Libya, and in
countries like Afghanistan, Somalia, Zimbabwe and
so on. In places like this, with so much suffering,
normal human life grinds to a halt and people are
forced to live subhuman lives in scavenging and
fighting for the basic necessities of life. Watching
video clips and reading items, we get a glimpse the
immense sufferings of the people. Of course, the
news only covers the tip of the iceberg and the reality is far worse.
Millions of people fleeing such horrendous inhuman existence explains the reality of the refugees.
Unfortunately, the refugee crisis is not new to our
present times. After the World Wars millions of refugees fled Europe for the Americas and other
places! The Vietnam War, too, had its own share of
refugees.
Our current world situation could make us understand the situation in Italy in the 18th century. To
deal with this catastrophic human situation God
raised up a saint in the person of John Bosco. Certainly, he was not an answer to all the ills that
plagued the society of his time. He focused on the
plight of children. He took in street children, gave
them an education and, as they grew up, found
them a job.

Above all, he founded a society which came to
be known as the Salesians of Don Bosco to care
for disadvantaged youth. The Salesian society continues the work of the saint in nearly 134 countries
around the world.
Saint John Bosco was born on August 16th 1815
in a little hamlet called Becchi in the Piedmont region of Italy. He died in 1888 and was declared a
saint in the Roman Catholic Church by Pope

Pius XI in 1934. His Feast Day is celebrated on
January 31st.
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration
form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace”
every Sunday at 9:15 AM.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30
pm in the church. If you are interested in receiving more information
about the group, please email Richard Kearney at rkearney89@gmail.com.

Mom and Dad’s Group
Inviting all small children (3 and under) and their parents to join in
400 Alcatraz Ave
forming a Mom and Dad’s Group. This is in the beginning organizaOakland, CA 94609
tional stage, so day and time has not yet been determined. For more
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
information, please contact Kristine Smith at her email: klowww.staugustineoakland.com pez1214@gmail.com

saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com

Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair? Contact Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will
gladly repair it free of charge.
St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference:
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water. Leave donations in the SVdP basket in the vestibule. Thank You.

Ministry Coordinator
Karen Glen
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Music Class
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how
to read music. They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7
pm in the church.
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From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator

Dear Brothers and Sisters: In our catechesis on the
Creed, today we consider the Church as the Body of
Christ. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, received in Baptism, we are mystically united to the Lord as members of
one body, of which he is the head. The image of the mystical body makes us realize the importance of strengthening
our union with Christ through daily prayer, the study of
God's word and participation in the sacraments. Saint Paul
tells the Corinthians that the Body of Christ, while one, is
made up of a variety of members. Within the communion of
the Church, and in union with the Pope and Bishops, each
of us has a part to play, a gift to share, a service to offer, for
building up the Body of Christ in love. Let us ask the Lord
to help us reject every form of divisiveness and conflict in
our families, parishes and local Churches. At the same
time, let us ask for the grace to open our hearts to others,
to promote unity and to live in harmony as members of the
one Body of Christ, inspired by the gift of love which the
Holy Spirit pours into our hearts ~ Pope Francis 6/21/2013
Altar Linen Society: The Altar Linen Society of St.
Augustine is in need of a volunteer to join the team and
help with washing, drying and ironing the linen used for the
altar and Mass. The volunteers rotate every four months
(3x a year). Your commitment would be to launder the
items weekly for a period of 30 days. For more information
please contact Karen at the Parish Office (510-653-8631)

Ministry Calendar:
All Family Faith Formation,
Sunday, Feb 3rd @ 9:10 am
Children’s Liturgy of the
Word, Sunday, Feb 3rd @ 10:30
am
RCIA Dismissal, Sunday, Feb
3rd, @ 10:30 am Mass
RCIA Class on Sunday, Feb
3 , @ 12 noon
rd

Weekly Offering
January 20th, collection: $2,834.
Includes EFT
In Our Prayers
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Tony
Custodio, Agnes and Harold Jacobson, Michelle Damodaran,
Kevin Rezak.
And those who have died:
Joanne Johns, Curtis Helton, Fr.
Dan Danielson, Fr. Patrick Goodwin, Lorenzo Rothwell,
Mass Intentions

HOSPITALITY VOLUNTEERS: Do you enjoy hospitality
after the morning Mass? Our wonderful volunteer team has
been serving us faithfully over the years. There is a great
need for many more volunteers to help keep this wonderful
ministry alive. Please consider making a commitment to
help on one Sunday a month. For more information please
contact Karen at the Parish Office (510-653-8631) or Steve
Miller @ calvinshouse@earthlink.net

Saturday, January 26th, 2019, 5
pm
Sunday, January 27th, 2019, 8 am
Sunday, January 27th, 2019,
10:30 am
Bill King (+)
Sunday, January 27th, 2019, 6
pm
Parishioners and Benefactors
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: What do you believe that the anointing you received at Baptism requires you to do?
For Children: What could you do this week for someone who has less than you?

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner):
Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I
prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets,
rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.
Catholic Charities USA: is accepting donations online to help support those affected by the
wildfires here in California. All (100%) of contributions to a Catholic Charities USA campaign will support those suffering from the wildfires in our state. You may visit
www.catholiccharitiesusa.org to contribute. Checks can be sent to Catholic Charities
USA, attn: California Wildfires, 2050 Ballenger Ave, Suite 400, Alexandria, VA 22314.
NEW VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: The Alameda County District Council is now operating a
year long shelter. There is opportunity to help serve the homeless every day of the
week. For more information please Contact the Volunteer Team:
volunteer@svdp-alameda.org or call 510-877-9252
For other volunteer opportunities:
http://www.svdp-alameda.org/
http://www.oaklandcatholicworker.org/volunteer.html
“You Too Go into My Vineyard – The role of the Laity in the Church Today” is the topic of a two-day
convocation of the College of Fellows for the Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology. Speakers
include Bishop Jaime Soto of Sacrament, Bill Cox, president and CEO of the Alliance of Catholic Health
Care, Ned Dolejsi, past executive director of the California Catholic Conference, and JD Flynn, chief editor of Catholic News Agency. The convocation will be livestreamed. More information is available at
https://www.dspt.edu/convocation2019.
Boundless Compassion – Creating a Way of Life, a seven-week personal transformation process for
developing and deepening compassion, will begin Jan. 29, 10 a.m. to noon. $10 per session. Group
size is limited, so register early. Register early. The event will be held at the Dominican Sisters Motherhouse, 43326 Mission Circle (entrance off Mission Tierra) Fremont. Register by Jan. 25 at http://
bit.ly/2019Boundless or call 510-933-6360.
The Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology welcomes Dr. Mirela Oliva, University of St.
Thomas, to present the 28th Annual DSPT Aquinas Lecture. Her talk will focus on "Causality in the Human Life" where she will look at the meaning of life that regards the life narrative. Dr. Mirela will analyze
various forms of causality in the human life referring to Thomistic scholars such as MacIntyre and Stump,
but also philosophers such as Gadamer. Wednesday, Feb 20, 7:30 pm at DSPT. RSVP recommended at

