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What Love?
1 Corinthians 13 (the second reading of today) covers the subject of "love." In the original Greek, the word ἀγάπη agape is used throughout. This is translated into English as "charity" in
the King James version; but the word "love" is preferred by most other translations, both earlier and
more recent.
The ancient Greeks were quite sophisticated in
the way they talked about love, recognizing six different varieties. They would have been shocked by
our crudeness in using a single word, both to whisper “I love you” over a candlelit meal, and to casually say “I love baseball.”
1. Eros, or sexual passion
The first kind of love was Eros, named after the
Greek god of fertility, and it represented the idea of
sexual passion and desire. But the Greeks didn’t
always think of it as something positive, as we tend
to do today. In fact, Eros was viewed as a dangerous, fiery, and irrational form of love that could take
hold of you and possess you - an attitude shared by
many later spiritual thinkers, even to this day.
2. Philia, or deep friendship
The second variety of love was philia or friendship, which the Greeks valued far more than the
base sexuality of Eros. Philia concerned the deep
comradely friendship that developed between
brothers in arms who had fought side by side on
the battlefield. It was about showing loyalty to your
friends, sacrificing for them, as well as sharing your
emotions with them. (Another kind of philia, some-

times called storge, embodied the love between
parents and their children.)
It is little different from an attempt to amass
“friends” on Facebook, or “followers” on Twitter.
3. Ludus, or playful love
While philia could be a matter of great seriousness, there was a third type of love valued by the
ancient Greeks, which was playful love. Following
the Roman poet Ovid, scholars commonly use the
Latin word ludus to describe this form of love, which
concerns the playful affection between children or
casual lovers. We’ve all had a taste of it in the flirting and teasing in the early stages of a relationship.
But, we also, live out our ludus when we sit around
in a bar bantering and laughing with friends, or
when we go out dancing.
4. Agape, or love for everyone
The fourth love, and perhaps the most radical,
was agape or selfless love. This was a love that
you extended to all people, whether family members or distant strangers. Agape was later translated into Latin as caritas, which is the origin of our
word "charity.”
Christian writers have spoken of it as the highest
form of love. There is growing evidence
that agape is in a dangerous decline in many countries. Empathy levels in the U.S. have declined
sharply over the past 40 years, with the steepest
fall occurring in the past decade. We urgently need
to revive our capacity to care about strangers.
Continued on page 4
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration
form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace”
every Sunday at 9:15 AM.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30
pm in the church. If you are interested in receiving more information
about the group, please email Richard Kearney at rkearney89@gmail.com.

Mom and Dad’s Group
Inviting all small children (3 and under) and their parents to join in
400 Alcatraz Ave
forming a Mom and Dad’s Group. This is in the beginning organizaOakland, CA 94609
tional stage, so day and time has not yet been determined. For more
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
information, please contact Kristine Smith at her email: klowww.staugustineoakland.com pez1214@gmail.com

saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Ministry Coordinator
Karen Glen
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair? Contact Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will
gladly repair it free of charge.
End of Year Statements
End of year tax statements are now available for registered parishioners.
Please call Linda in the Rectory office at (510) 653-8631 if you would like a
copy mailed to you.

St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference:
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water. Leave donations in the SVdP basket in the vestibule. Thank You.
Music Class
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how
to read music. They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7
pm in the church.
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From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator

How do we grow in holiness during Ordinary Time ~ Part 1 of
3.
We are now back into the “ordinary” time of the Church’s liturgical year - until March 6th when Lent begins this year. So
how do we grow in holiness during “ordinary” time? All of us if
we are somewhat serious about our Faith life work on some
spiritual things during Advent and Christmas and Lent and
Easter, but what about outside of those high points? A few
things to consider: Obedience, Humility and our Desire for Holiness
Obedience: to Christ and the authorative teaching of His
Catholic Church which is made know to us though the
Sacred Magisterium - the Pope and the Bishops teaching
in union with him. Obedience means having a listening
heart. We are to form our inner moral sense or conscience by the standards of Christ and His Church and
not by the standards of the world! Just “following our
conscience” is not enough – it needs to be a well formed
conscience based on the teachings of our Faith revealed
by God through the Catholic Church. Are we trying to do
this? Consider the following options:

Ministry Calendar:
Faith Formation, Sunday, Feb
10th @ 9:10 am
Children’s Liturgy of the
Word, Sunday, Feb 10th @ 10:30
am
RCIA Dismissal, Sunday, Feb
10th, @ 10:30 am Mass
RCIA Class on Sunday, Feb
10 , @ 12 noon
th

Weekly Offering
January 27th, collection: $3,880
Includes EFT
In Our Prayers

The 10 Commandments and then the Commandments God makes known to us through the
Church. Do we know them and understand them?

Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Tony
Custodio, Agnes and Harold Jacobson, Michelle Damodaran,
Kevin Rezak.

To form our consciences properly: this is why we have
Catholic schools and catechism classes for our
young people, but it should carry over into adulthood. If we don’t know the content of the Faith,
how can we live it well?

And those who have died:
Joanne Johns, Curtis Helton, Fr.
Dan Danielson, Fr. Patrick Goodwin, Lorenzo Rothwell,

Over these next few weeks leading up to Lent, take
some time to watch some good shows on EWTN
the Catholic cable channel (program guides are in
the back of the Church), and/or to read a good
Catholic spiritual book about Jesus or Mary or the
saints, or the Catechism of the Catholic Church.
There are also many good app’s to help us in this
modern world that we now live in.
How serious are we about growing in holiness? Let’s take the
next five weeks before Lent and work on the most important
thing in earthly life: growing in holiness.
MOBILE APP OF THE WEEK: Laudate
WEBSITE OF THE WEEK: http://www.usccb.org/
BOOK OF THE WEEK: Catholicism: A Journey to the Heart
of the Faith ~ Bishop Robert Baron

Mass Intentions
Saturday, February 2nd, 2019, 5
pm
Parishioners and Benefactors
Sunday, February 3rd, 2019, 8 am
Sunday, February 3rd 2019, 10:30
am
Sunday, February 3rd, 2019, 6 pm
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: What do you do when a message you are trying to deliver “falls on deaf ears”?
For Children: Are there times when you have not listened as well as you could to what someone was
telling you? Why didn’t you?

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner):
Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church
which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.
The Family Faith Formation Team is collecting small travel size cosmetics, new unopened crew white
socks and small ready to eat foods(lunch box size) for our socks of love project, for February. Please
donate by leaving the items in the big box wrapped with love in the vestibule of the church. We will be
collecting these items until the last weekend in February. For more information contact Karen at the
Parish office.
NEW VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: The Alameda County District Council is now operating a year long shelter.
There is opportunity to help serve the homeless every day of the week. For more information please
Contact the Volunteer Team:
volunteer@svdp-alameda.org or call 510-877-9252
For other volunteer opportunities:
http://www.svdp-alameda.org/
http://www.oaklandcatholicworker.org/volunteer.html
Continued from page 1

5. Pragma, or longstanding love
The use of the ancient Greek root pragma as a form of love was popularized by the Canadian sociologist,
John Allen Lee, in the 1970s, who described it as a mature, realistic love that is commonly found amongst
long-established couples. Pragma is about making compromises to help the relationship work over time,
and showing patience and tolerance. There is, in fact, little evidence that the Greeks commonly used this
precise term themselves, so it is best thought of as a modern update on the ancient Greek loves.
The psychoanalyst, Erich Fromm, said that we expend too much energy on “falling in love” and need to
learn more how to “stand in love.” Pragma is precisely about standing in love—making an effort to give
love rather than just receive it.
With about a third of first marriages in the U.S. ending through divorce or separation in the first 10 years,
we should, surely, think about bringing a serious dose of pragma into our relationships.
6. Philautia, or love of the self
The Greek’s sixth variety of love was philautia or self-love. Greek thinkers such as Aristotle realized there
were two types. One was an unhealthy variety associated with narcissism, where you became selfobsessed, and focused on personal fame and fortune. A healthier version enhanced your wider capacity
to love.
The idea was that if you like yourself and feel secure in yourself, you will have plenty of love to give others (as is reflected in the Buddhist-inspired concept of “self-compassion”). Or, as Aristotle put it, “All
friendly feelings for others are an extension of a man’s feelings for himself.”
Saint Paul is speaking about “agape” in describing love. It is good for us to see what love dominates our
lives. Do I need to make changes or adjustments?
Adapted from different sources.

