Saint Augustine Catholic Church
Oakland, California

• Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time•

February 17th, 2019

Parish News
Children’s worship space, or children’s corner: Jesus said, “Let little children come to me...”
Matt.19:14. Children are an integral part of our
Church. We are in the process of setting up a worship space for children in the Church. We hope that
this will help children to be engaged while in the
church. It has been, also, a request of the parents
to have a space for their children.
It is important that there is parental supervision
while the children are in the worship space. If it is
helpful, parents could take turns with supervision.
Church Porch: We have been facing problems
with skateboarding under the Church porch. As it is
a danger to the skateboarders, it also a liability to
the Church. We have posted appropriate signs indicating skateboarding and similar activities are not
permitted under the porch. Church committees are
looking into other forms of deterrents that would
discourage adventure sports under the church
porch. If anyone has good suggestions, kindly contact Father Augustine.
Meanwhile, pray that everyone is safe and no
untoward incidents may take place.
Lenten bonanza: Lots of spiritual activities are
planned for the season of Lent by the parish pastoral council, the staff and the liturgy committee. I
like to highlight a few of them.

A. Day of prayer: Thursday, March 21st 2019,
has been designated as a day of prayer.
There will be exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from noon to 5:00 PM. It is a wonderful opportunity for people to come to church
and spend time praying before Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament.
B. Stations of the Cross: This devotion will
be celebrated two times a week, on Tuesdays and Fridays. Tuesdays will be at 6:30
PM starting with soup supper followed by
Stations of the Cross. It will be a discussion
model using Scriptural Stations of the Cross;
somewhat different from the traditional ones.
On Fridays, the Stations will be at noon time.
It will be in the traditional style.
C. Spiritual Book Club: For Lent our book
club will be reading The Imitation of Christ.
Book club meets on Tuesdays at 1:00 PM
and on Fridays at 7:00 PM. Any new members interested in joining the book club kindly
contact Father Augustine or the parish office.
The Imitation of Christ has been considered
a spiritual classic since its first printing in
Augsburg around 1471. Today, The Imitation
of Christ is regarded as one of the most
widely read books in the world, next to the
Bible!
Father Augustine
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• Weekend Mass schedule •
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration
form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace”
every Sunday at 9:15 AM.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30
pm in the church. If you are interested in receiving more information
about the group, please email Richard Kearney at
rkearney89@gmail.com.
End of Year Statements
End of year tax statements are now available for registered parishioners.
Please call Linda in the Rectory office at (510) 653-8631 if you would like a
copy mailed to you

Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair? Consaintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
tact Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111
gladly repair it free of charge.

Parish staff

Children’s Choir

Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net

April would like to start a children's choir. Interested parents should contact her by phone: 510-504-4784 or mail: april.mcneely@gmail.com or see
her after Mass

Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com

Musical Production
She is also looking for singers, actors, and dancers for a production of
Marty Haugen's musical "That You May Have Life: Stories from the Gospel
of John". Please contact her by phone: 510-504-4784 or
email: april.mcneely@gmail.com or see her after Mass.

Ministry Coordinator
Music Class
Karen Glen
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
to read music. They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com

pm in the church.

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Mom and Dad’s Group
Inviting all small children (3 and under) and their parents to join in
forming a Mom and Dad’s Group. This is in the beginning organizational stage, so day and time has not yet been determined. For more
information, please contact Kristine Smith at her email: klopez1214@gmail.com
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From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator

How do we grow in holiness during Ordinary Time ~ Part 3 of
3
We are now back into the “ordinary” time of the Church’s liturgical
year - until March 6th when Lent begins this year. So how do we
grow in holiness during “ordinary” time? All of us if we are somewhat
serious about our Faith life work on some spiritual things during Advent and Christmas and Lent and Easter, but what about outside of
those high points? A few things to consider: Obedience, Humility and
our Desire for Holiness:
Desire for Holiness: Do we desire in our minds, our hearts and
our wills to be holy as God is holy? St. Paul reminds us in his
first letter to the Thessalonians 3:12-13 “May the Lord make
your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. May he strengthen your
hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence
of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his
holy one.” and in the Book of Isaiah we are reminded that
God called us to be holy from the moment we were conceived
in our mother’s womb – to a be a light or witness to the nations of God’s holiness.
To grow in holiness means to become more like Jesus in our
thoughts, words, and actions each day. The 10 commandments and the teachings of the Church on faith and morals
are the guardrails in that process as we travel along the path
of earthly life.
In all honesty, sometimes we don’t feel like being holy, sometimes we are attached to sin and selfishness – but if we allow
the Holy Spirit to work over time He will transform us, so that
we don’t just follow our feelings which are fickle, i.e., go up
and down, but instead consistently choose the good in our
wills, even when our feelings go against our wills.
This is where the gift of a disciplined daily prayer life, regular reception of the Sacrament of Confession and the Eucharist,
and practicing some daily acts of self-denial become essential.
How serious are we about growing in holiness? Let’s take the next
three weeks before Lent and work on the most important thing in
earthly life: growing in holiness.
MOBILE APP OF THE WEEK: Pray Catholic Novenas
WEBSITE OF THE WEEK: CRS.org (Catholic Relief Services)
BOOK OF THE WEEK: Augustine Day by Day available thru the
Catholic Company

Ministry Calendar:

Faith Formation, Sunday, Feb
24th @ 9:10 am
Children’s Liturgy of the
Word, Sunday, Feb 24th @ 10:30
am
RCIA Dismissal, Sunday, Feb
24th, @ 10:30 am Mass
RCIA Class on Sunday, Feb
24th, @ 12 noon
Weekly Offering
February 10th, collection: $2,959
Includes EFT
In Our Prayers
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill: Tony Custodio,
Agnes and Harold Jacobson, Michelle Damodaran, Kevin Rezak.
And those who have died:
Joanne Johns, Curtis Helton, Fr.
Dan Danielson, Fr. Patrick Goodwin, Lorenzo Rothwell, Fr. Brian
Joyce.
Mass Intentions
Saturday, February 16th, 2019, 5
pm
Sunday, February 17th, 2019, 8 am
Sunday, February 17th, 2019, 10:30
am
Parishioners and Benefactors
Sunday, February 17th, 2019, 6
pm
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: In what way are you serving the poor, as Jesus did?
For Children: When have you helped bring God’s love to someone who was sad, or hungry, or whom
others made fund of?

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner):
Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church
which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.
ENCOUNTER LENT: Join our faith community- and more than 14,000 Catholic Communities across the
United States – in a life changing Lenten journey of encounter with CRS Rice Bowl. CRS Rice Bowls
will be available in the vestibule of the church beginning next week. During the 40 Days of Lent, we will
encounter the needs of the world. And don’t forget to download the CRS Rice Bowl app.
The Family Faith Formation Team is collecting small travel size cosmetics, new unopened crew white
socks and small ready to eat foods (lunch box size) for our socks of love project, for February. Please
donate by leaving the items in the big box wrapped with hearts of love in the back of the church.
These Socks of Love will be made available to the homeless and needy in our community thru St. Vincent de Paul and the Parish office. We will be collecting these items until the last weekend in February.
For more information contact Karen at the Parish office.
NEW VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: The Alameda County District Council of St. Vincent de Paul is now operating a year round shelter. There is opportunity to help serve the homeless every day of the week. For
more information please Contact the Volunteer Team:
volunteer@svdp-alameda.org or call 510-877-9252
For other volunteer opportunities:
http://www.svdp-alameda.org/
http://www.oaklandcatholicworker.org/volunteer.html
The Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology welcomes Dr. Mirela Oliva, University of St. Thomas, to present the 28th Annual DSPT Aquinas Lecture. Her talk will focus on "Causality in the Human
Life" where she will look at the meaning of life that regards the life narrative. Dr. Mirela will analyze various
forms of causality in the human life referring to Thomistic scholars such as MacIntyre and Stump, but also
philosophers such as Gadamer. Wednesday, Feb 20, 7:30 pm at DSPT. RSVP recommended at dspt.edu/
aquinas2019.
Magnificat SOTI, a Ministry for Catholic Women, invites all women for their prayer breakfast on March
9, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Crowne Plaza, 45 John Glenn Drive, Concord. Barbara Nicolosi Harrington, a
Hollywood writer, producer, story consultant and production company executive for over 20 years will be
the speaker. Some of her projects include The Passion of the Christ, Joan of Arcadia, and Saving Grace.
She is the founder of ACT ONE, a non-profit educational program to help Christians enter careers in the
entertainment industry. Men are always welcome. Tickets are $33/$40 after March 2. For more information:
https://magnificat-ministry.net/ca-walnut-creek. Email Magnificatsotirsvp@gmail.com or call Kim Sullivan at
925-683-8220 for tickets or questions.
Father Chris Alar, Marian Fathers of Immaculate Concepcion, is the retreat director for the Divine
Mercy Parish Mission, Feb. 23-25, 6:30 p.m. each evening, at St. Lawrence O’Toole Church, 3725 High
St., Oakland. Father Alar wrote and produced the popular “Divine Mercy 101” DVD series. Topics include
“The Message & Devotion of Divine Mercy,” “The Importance of the Marian Consecration,” “The Meaning of
the Mass” and more. For a complete list of topics and our weekend Mass schedule visit divinemercyoak.org.

