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First Sunday of Lent - Temptation
Temptation is a desire to engage in short-term
urges for enjoyment, that threatens long-term
goals. Temptation also describes the coaxing or
inducing a person into committing such an act, by
manipulation or, otherwise, of curiosity, desire or
fear of loss.
More informally, temptation may be used to
mean "the state of being attracted and enticed"
without anything to do with moral, ethical, or ideological valuation; for example, one may say that a
piece of food looks "tempting" even though eating it
would result in no negative consequences.
The motivational and persuasive negative effects
of temptations such as money, power, sex, etc. can
push one to disregard religious beliefs, whether it
be Christianity or any other religion. Given an opportunity at a large amount of money, we have a
greater chance of harming, stealing, partaking in
sexual misconduct, or abusing substances. This
idea of money as a negative persuasion tactic in
regards to religion is psychologically proven to affect our cognitive ability to make decisions.
Our religious beliefs may define who we are as
spiritual people, but an outside source can push
those thoughts away and look to benefit us in a way
that may include disregarding religion.

The first Sunday of Lent presents us with the
temptation of Jesus.
In the first temptation, Jesus exhibited unyielding
faith in God’s care and providence. He masters His
hunger and the desire for physical food. “You shall
not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.”
In the second temptation, Jesus is offered all the
kingdoms in the world with their power and glory worship Satan in return for all the kingdoms of the
world
In the third temptation, Satan was urging Jesus
to presume upon God’s gracious protection and
willingly endanger Himself. Satan was actually urging Jesus to exercise the opposite of faith by testing
God. While Satan’s temptation was to find out if
God would be true to His word, true faith believes
and trusts by doing what God says.
Satan seeks to draw Jesus from a messianism
of self-sacrifice to a messianism of power and success. Jesus response is: ‘Be gone, Satan! For it is
written, you shall worship the Lord your God and
Him only shall you serve.’ Then the devil left Him,
and behold, angels came and were ministering to
Him” (Matthew 4: 10–11)

In religious terms, then, temptation is the desire
to do something, especially something wrong or unwise. It is an inclination to sin.
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Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration
form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace”
every Sunday at 9:15 AM.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30
pm in the church. If you are interested in receiving more information
about the group, please email Richard Kearney at
rkearney89@gmail.com.
End of Year Statements
End of year tax statements are now available for registered parishioners.
Please call Linda in the Rectory office at (510) 653-8631 if you would like a
copy mailed to you

Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair? Consaintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
tact Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111
gladly repair it free of charge.

Parish staff

Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net

Children’s Choir
April would like to start a children's choir. Interested parents should
contact her by phone: 510-504-4784 or
mail: april.mcneely@gmail.com or see her after Mass

Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com

Musical Production
She is also looking for singers, actors, and dancers for a production
of Marty Haugen's musical "That You May Have Life: Stories from the
Gospel of John". Please contact her by phone: 510-504-4784 or
email: april.mcneely@gmail.com or see her after Mass.

Ministry Coordinator
Karen Glen
Music Class
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com to read music. They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7

pm in the church.
Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Mom and Dad’s Group
Inviting all small children (3 and under) and their parents to join in
forming a Mom and Dad’s Group. This is in the beginning organizational stage, so day and time has not yet been determined. For more
information, please contact Kristine Smith at her email: klopez1214@gmail.com
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From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator

Don’t waste your Lent. We only have so many years on this earth
and to waste another Lent (you know who you are –I’m guilty, too) is
just plain subpar for a believing Catholic. Challenge yourself spiritually. Give up your favorite things. Fast more often than before. Commit to daily prayer or Mass and Good Friday devotions. Our Lenten
Season is a time that we can walk with Jesus in a very meaningful
way. When we choose to walk with Jesus He gives us the graces to
do the things we need to. Some of you are probably very motivated,
some are probably groaning in resistance, while others are nodding
(maybe in agreement, maybe falling asleep). But wherever you are
now, in the first week of Lent, you can pick up new ideas, as well as
challenges. I have listed a few things that I have found to grow in my
Lenten Season:
Daily Mass ~ Daily/Weekly Rosary ~ Reconciliation Weekly ~ Donate to Charity ~ Visit the Elderly ~ Read a Spiritual Book ~ Volunteer ~ Pray in silence ~ Fasting ~ Holy Hour

Ministry Calendar:
Rite of Election for RCIA, Saturday, Mar 16th @ 2 pm, Cathedral of
Christ the Light
NO Faith Formation, Sunday,
Mar 17th
NO Children’s Liturgy of the
Word, Sunday, Mar 17th
RCIA Dismissal, Sunday, Mar
17th @ 10:30 am Mass
RCIA Session, Mar 17th @ 12
noon

Weekly Offering
March 3rd collection: $3,711. Includes EFT.

And here are a few things to give up:
Cellphone ~ Donuts ~ Booze ~ Coffee ~ The Internet ~ Pizza ~
Television ~ Sleeping late ~ Driving when you can walk ~ Golf ~
Soap Operas ~ Gossiping ~ Splurge Shopping
Lenten Challenge: Give up something you absolutely love, crave,
or spend time on, or that annoys the people you love. Can you do it?
In Our Prayers
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill: Tony Custodio,
Michelle Damodaran, Kevin Rezak,
Arianna Kervasan, Sarah Anne,
Thomas.

PREPARE to make this the BEST LENT EVER, by signing up to
receive daily emails and reflections @ https://dynamiccatholic.com/
best-lent-ever
MOBILE APP OF THE WEEK: MyFitnessPal
WEBSITE OF THE WEEK: http://www.churchyear.net/lent.html
BOOK OF THE WEEK: 40 Days of Decrease: A Different Kind of
Hunger, A Different Kind of Fast.
MAKE SURE TO PICK UP A PARISH CALENDAR FOR MARCH
IN THE VESTIBULE

And those who have died:
Fr. Brian Joyce, Lorenzo Kervasan,
Fr. Paul Minnihan, Mary Ellen
McManus.
Mass Intentions
Saturday, March 2nd, 2019, 5 pm
Sunday, March 3rd, 2019, 8 am
Parishioners and Benefactors
Sunday, March 3rd, 2019, 10:30 am
Sunday, March 3rd, 2019, 6 pm
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: How willing are you to profess your faith in Jesus Christ openly to others?
For Children: Would you still be able to say that you believe in Jesus if others made fun of you for it?

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner):
Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church
which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.
ENCOUNTER LENT: Join our faith community- and more than 14,000 Catholic Communities across the
United States – in a life changing Lenten journey of encounter with CRS Rice Bowl. We will reflect on how
this encounter can be transformative. We will see how our Lenten prayers, fasting and almsgiving can respond to Pope Francis’s invitation to Share the Journey by supporting those worldwide who are forced to
flee their homes to find safety or better opportunities. As we prepare for this holy season, it is important to
come together as a family and reflect on the crosses of hunger, poverty and war that our brothers and sisters forced to flee their homes carry. In so doing, we pledge to stand alongside these members of our human family, supporting them as the Gospel calls us to do. Please consider these suggestions in your family’s Lenten plan:
Use your CRS Rice Bowl and Lenten Calendar daily to guide your prayer, fasting and almsgiving.
Read the Stories of Hope and daily reflections to inspire your Lenten journey— and guide your Lenten
almsgiving.
Prepare simple, meatless meals on the Fridays of Lent to eat in solidarity with our brothers and sisters
around the world.
Visit crsricebowl.org to watch videos of the people and communities you support through your Lenten
gifts to CRS Rice Bowl.
CRS Rice Bowls are now available in the vestibule of the church. And don’t forget to download the CRS
Rice Bowl app. You can download it in the iTunes or Google Play stores, or visit crsricebowl.org/app.
Lenten Schedule
Stations of the Cross, Tuesday, March 12th, 19th, 26, April 2nd, 9th - 6 pm to 8 pm
Stations of the Cross, Friday - March 15th, 22nd, April 5th, 12th 11:45 - 1:15 pm
Evening Prayer & Choir Rehearsal - Wednesday, March 13th, 20th, 27th, April 3rd, 10th - 5:45 pm to 9
pm
Special Day of Prayer - Thursday, March 21st - Adoration begins at 12 pm and Benediction will conclude
the day at 5 pm.
Holy Week
Reconciliation, Monday April 15th at 7 pm
Tenebrae service - Wednesday, April 17th at 6 pm
Holy Thursday Mass, April 18th at 7 pm. Adoration until midnight
Seven Last Words - Good Friday, April 19th, at 12 pm
Divine Chaplet - Good Friday, at 3 pm
Stations of the Cross - Good Friday at 3:15 pm
Veneration of the Cross - Good Friday at 7 pm
Saturday Morning Prayer - Holy Saturday, April 20th, at 9 am
Easter
Easter Vigil - Saturday, April 20th, at 8:30 pm. There will be no Reconciliation or 5 pm Mass
Easter Sunday Masses - April 21st at 8 am and 10:30 am. There will be no 6 pm Mass on Easter

