
One of the questions that adults and children fre-
quently ask in any open question and answer ses-
sion is: “How often should a person go to Confes-
sion?” 

 
Of course, we now refer to this sacrament by its 

full and proper name, the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion, instead of naming it based on one part of the 
Sacramental celebration, the confession of sins. 

 
The answer to this question is clear in one in-

stance, yet needs to be looked at more carefully in 
other instances. 

 
The clear instance is this: whenever a person is 

conscious of having committed a serious, mortal 
sin.  Such a sin kills off (the word mortal means 
deadly) our loving, living relationship with God.  In-
stead of responding to God’s love and gift of Him-
self in our life, we go in the opposite direction; we 
choose something, or someone, that is incompati-
ble with putting God in first place in our lives.  And 
we do that seriously wrong act deliberately, con-
sciously, and with malice of forethought (as the 
courts would say).   

 
In this case, a Catholic does need to celebrate 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation to be restored to 
life again, filled again with the very life of God, and 
to be reunited with the Christian community that 
one has separated himself from by their sin.  Only 
then can a person return to the reception of the 
Holy Eucharist at Mass.  We all know that you don’t 
give food to a dead person.  So you do not give the 
Bread of Life to someone who is not alive in God’s 
life.  They need to be restored to life first of all and, 

the way to do that is through the great sacrament of 
God’s mercy and healing. 

 
     Beyond that one clear instance, there are other 
times when I would certainly recommend that a per-
son celebrate this sacrament. To be specific: when-
ever someone is experiencing a particularly difficult 
time in following the way of Christ, and/or whenever 
someone is about to celebrate a major sacrament 
like Confirmation or Marriage.  In addition to these 
times, it would be most appropriate to celebrate this 
Sacrament of God’s forgiveness before the great 
Christian feasts of Christmas and Easter.   We 
spend the whole of Lent trying to be more open to 
God’s action in our lives.  Should this not, quite 
rightly, culminate in celebrating the Sacrament of 
God’s mercy and peace? 

 
To this end, in addition to our regular schedule of 

one-on-one celebrations each Saturday from 4:00 
to 4:30 p.m. at St. Augustine Church, we will have 
our communal service before Easter.  It will be on 
Monday, April 15

th
 

at 
7:00 PM.  There will be six 

priests present to help us to celebrate this sacra-
ment meaningfully. 

 
 Please make the celebration of this sacra-

ment an important part of your Lenten preparation 
for the graces of Easter.  The Lord’s mercy, in and 
through the sacraments of the Church, is here for 
all who will open their hearts and minds to receive 
it. 

 
Father Augustine 

 

 

• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
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Parish News  

Welcome 
    If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending 

our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located 
on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.  You may 
drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.     

  
 Prayer Tree 
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” every 

Sunday at 9:10 AM. 
  
Young Adults Group 
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30 pm 

in the church.   If you are interested in receiving more information about the 
group, please email Richard Kearney at                         rkear-
ney89@gmail.com.  

  
St. Vincent dePaul Easter Boxes 
St Vincent de Paul is offering Easter baskets by special order for $15.00 

each. They will be available after April 10th and can be picked up after the 
Holy Mass on the weekend of April 13 and 14 or by special arrangement. 
Please contact Maureen Wikander (510-847-3585) by phone or text on or 
before April 6th with the child's age and gender.  

  
Rosary Repairs 
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair?  Contact 

Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will gladly repair it 
free of charge. 

  
Mom and Dad’s Group 
Inviting all small children (3 and under) and their parents to join in forming 

a Mom and Dad’s Group.  This is in the beginning organizational stage, so 
day and time has not yet been determined.  For more information, please 
contact Kristine Smith at her email: klopez1214@gmail.com 

  

Joseph Lanigan 
 

Joseph Lanigan, a long time member of our parish, was recently memorial-
ized at St Mary’s College in Moraga, CA.  St Augustine was the first parish 
for the Lanigan Family until changes   in geographical boundaries assigned 
them to Holy Spirit in Berkeley.  
 
For over 45 years Joseph taught as a professor in the Integral Program of 
the Liberal Arts at St Mary’s College.  A daily communicant with a commit-
ment to “live by truth with love” was his daily goal.  Joseph died on January 
20, 2015.   
 
On Saturday March 19, 2019, Joseph was honored by an icon of St Joseph 
which was commissioned by the College and created by  well known ico-
nographer Robert Lentz, OFM.  The icon was blessed and permanently in-
stalled in the Brother’s Chapel of St. Mary’s College.  It is available to be 
viewed by the public and can be visited at any time.   

  

  

http://www.staugustineoakland.com
mailto:saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
mailto:raiderjenkins@att.net
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FROM THE DESK OF THE MINISTRY COORDINATOR__________________   
   

Weekly Calendar:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Tues: April 9th 
  1pm: Book Club  
  6:30 pm: Soup & Stations of   

 the Cross 
  
Wed: April 10th 
  6 pm ~ Evening Prayer 
   7pm ~ Choir 
  
Thurs: April 11th 
   6:30 pm ~ Chrism Mass 
  Cathedral of Christ the Light 
  
Fri: April 12th 
   12 pm: Stations of the  

 Cross  
  
Sat: April 13th 
  8:30 am ~ RCIA Retreat 
  10:30 am ~ Environment 
  4pm: Reconciliation 
  5pm: Vigil Mass 
  
Sun: April 14th  
  8am:Holy Mass 
   9:10 am:Faith Formation 
  10:30am:Procession 
 Holy  Mass 
   RCIA Dismissal  
  12pm:Easter Vigil Rehearsal 
  6 pm:Holy Mass 
   

IN OUR PRAYERS 
Please remember in your prayers 

those who are ill: Tony Custodio, 
Michelle Damodaran, Kevin Rezak, 
Thomas,  

  

And those who have died: Fr. 
Brian Joyce, Lorezno Kervasan, Fr. 
Paul Minniham, Mary Ellen 
McManus, Fr. Jay Matthews, Kurt 
Lutjens. 

  

Mass Intentions 
Sunday, April 7th, 8 am Mass 
Parishioners and Benefactors 
  
 WEEKLY OFFERING 
 March 31st, Collection:$3,046 

LIVING LENT ~ THE FIFTH WEEK  
  

NEXT  SUNDAY, April 14th is Palm Sunday.  We will have a pro-
cession around the block of the church carrying Palms and                          
singing as they did when Jesus came into Jerusalem.  All are invited 
to join in singing and walking at the 10:30 am Mass.  Please arrive at 
the church by 10:20 am to participate in this tradition, 

  
REHEARSAL for Easter Vigil will take place next Sunday, April 

14th @ 12 noon.  If you are involved in the Easter Vigil Mass please 
plan on being present for this rehearsal. If you have any questions 
please contact Karen at kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com  

  
THE LENTEN RECONCILIATION SERVICE will be held on Mon-

day, April 15th @ 7 pm.  Join the Parish community for a Prayer  
Service followed by opportunity for individual reconciliation.  We 

will have six priests available for this evening. 
  
RICE BOWLS will be collected beginning Holy Thursday.  There 

will be a special collection on Holy Thursday, but Rice Bowls can be 
returned throughout the Triduum and into Easter week.  We would 
like to be able to send the money collected at the beginning of May.  
So please make your calendars to bring them 

Back.  
  
FAMILY STATIONS OF THE CROSS will be held on Good Friday 

at 3:00 pm.  All children and their families are invited to take an ac-
tive role in leading this beautiful devotion.  We invite the whole   Par-
ish community to pray with us on this afternoon. 

 
 
  

 
 
  
 
  

 
 
 

MAKE SURE TO PICK UP A PARISH CALENDAR FOR   
APRIL IN THE VESTIBULE 

  
MOBILE APP OF THE WEEK:  pray-as-you-go.org  
WEBSITE OF THE WEEK:  Cruxnow.com  
BOOK OF THE WEEK:   “Jesus of Nazareth: Holy Week” -  
    Pope Benedict XVI 
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  Joy of the Gospel 
  

Journey through LENT: Join our faith community- and more than 14,000 Catholic Communities across the United 
States – in a life changing Lenten journey of encounter with CRS Rice Bowl.  We will reflect on how this encounter can 
be transformative. We will see how our Lenten prayers, fasting and almsgiving can respond to Pope Francis’s invita-
tion to Share the Journey by supporting those worldwide who are forced to flee their homes to find safety or better op-
portunities. As we journey through this holy season, it is important to come together as a family and reflect on the 
crosses of hunger, poverty and war that our brothers and sisters forced to flee their homes carry. In so doing, we 
pledge to stand alongside these members of our human family, supporting them as the Gospel calls us to do. Please 
consider these suggestions in your family’s Lenten plan:  

  

Use your CRS Rice Bowl and Lenten Calendar daily to guide your prayer, fasting and almsgiving.  
 Read the Stories of Hope and daily reflections to inspire your Lenten journey— and guide your Lenten almsgiving.  
Prepare simple, meatless meals on the Fridays of Lent to eat in solidarity with our brothers and sisters around the 

world.  
 Visit crsricebowl.org to watch videos of the people and communities you support through your Lenten gifts to CRS 

Rice Bowl.  

  
RETURN YOUR RICE BOWLS TO THE PARISH BEGINNING ON HOLY THURSDAY.  THERE WILL BE A SPE-

CIAL COLLECTION THAT DAY, BUT RICE BOWLS CAN BE RETURNED THROUGHOUT THE TRIDUUM AND 

PLACED IN THE SPECIAL COLLECTION BASKET BY THE ALTAR. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

For Adults: Have you ever been too willing to “cast the first stone” when you disapproved of someone’s  
Behavior?  How can you resist these feelings? 
  

For Children:  When have you criticized or made fund of someone?  What could help you act differ-
ently? 

 

  

2019 Lenten Schedule 
  

Tuesdays during Lent:  - Stations of the Cross and Soup Supper: 6:30 pm  

Fridays during Lent  - Stations of the Cross: 12:10 pm  

Wednesdays during Lent - Evening Prayer:6 pm  

 Holy Week  
  

Monday April 15th  - Reconciliation service: 7:00 pm  

Wednesday, April 17th   - Tenebrae service: 6:00 pm  

April 18th     - Holy Thursday Mass:7:00 pm. Adoration follows until midnight 

April 19th:     - Good Friday: Seven Last Words: 12 noon   

   - Divine Chaplet : Good Friday: 3:00 pm 

   - Stations of the Cross : Good Friday: 3:30 pm 

   - Veneration of the Cross - Good Friday:  7:00 pm 

April 20th: 9:00 am   - Holy Saturday: Morning Prayer: 9:00 AM   

Easter 
  

April 20th Saturday   - Easter Vigil: 8:30 pm. ( No Reconciliation or 5 pm Mass) 
April 21st     -  Easter Sunday  Masses : at 8 am & 10:30 am.  ( No 6 pm  
      Mass on Easter.) 

  


