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The Good Shepherd
Jesus said: “I am the good shepherd. A good
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. A
hired man, who is not a shepherd and whose
sheep are not his own, sees a wolf coming and
leaves the sheep and runs away…” John 10:1112
Jesus offers a clear contrast among shepherds. This would apply to priests, parents and all
of us in our own unique way. The contrast He offers is between the ones who care deeply for those
entrusted to their care, and those who are just going through the motions and are more motivated by
selfishness than sacrificial love.
Jesus perfectly manifested sacrificial love as the
Divine Shepherd. He was willing to go all the way
for us, His sheep. He was willing to sacrifice everything. He did not let suffering, persecution, rejection and the like deter Him from His responsibility of
caring for us in a total and complete way. It should
inspire us, console us and encourage us to know
how deep His love for us really is.
This love is seen, also, in the unwavering love of
a parent, sibling, or dear friend. When the love one
offers us is unwavering, especially in difficult times,
this is a great support. And love offered to another
like this forges a deep spiritual bond that is stronger
than any hardship we may face. No matter what
“wolf” comes our way, we must know of the unwavering support of the Divine Shepherd. And when
we can see that love made manifest in the unwavering support of others, we are doubly blessed.
But the contrast should not be ignored either. Jesus gives the example of “a hired man who
is not a shepherd” who sees the wolf coming and
runs. It’s important to point out how damaging this
man is to the people of God. When he runs from

his responsibility and gives into selfish motivation,
he leaves the flock untended and vulnerable to attack.
We should see in this hired man the temptation
we all inevitably face in life. It’s hard to stick with it
through the hard times. It’s hard to be there for
those who need us when they need us. It’s hard to
be faithful in all things and to never shy away in the
face of the temptation of fear.
Jesus offers His unwavering love and support to
us as our Shepherd, but He also wants us to return
this gift to Him by offering this same unwavering
commitment to one another.
Reflect, today, how well you imitate the Good
Shepherd. Where you are lacking, let Him shepherd you so that you may shepherd others. Run to
the Good Shepherd and trust in His perfect love for
you.
Lord, I thank You for Your unwavering support of
me as my Shepherd. And I thank You for those
who act as Your instruments of this deep love and
commitment. Help me to fulfill my role of shepherding Your people, the people You have placed in my
life. May I never run from the glorious responsibility
You have called me to. Jesus, I trust in You.
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been
attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on the table in the back of the church next
to the hospitality table. You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for
Peace” every Sunday at 9:10 AM.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at
7:30 pm in the church. If you are interested in receiving more
information about the group, please email Richard Kearney at
rkearney89@gmail.com.

400 Alcatraz Ave
Music Classes
Oakland, CA 94609
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
how to read music. They are held on Wednesday nights from 6
www.staugustineoakland.com
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Ministry Coordinator
Karen Glen
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

pm to 7 pm in the church.

Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair?
Contact Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she
will gladly repair it free of charge.
Mom and Dad’s Group
Inviting all small children (3 and under) and their parents to join
in forming a Mom and Dad’s Group. This is in the beginning organizational stage, so day and time has not yet been determined.
For more information, please contact Kristine Smith at her email:
klopez1214@gmail.com
St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference:
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water.
Leave donations in the SVdP basket in the vestibule. Thank You.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE MINISTRY COORDINATOR__________________

Journey with me through the Month of May (Part 2
of 4)
Who could love Mary more than her son Jesus? On this
Mother’s day I cannot help but ponder the special relationship that they had. As a mother myself, I reflect on raising
my children and the special bond I have with each of them.
Each one is a little bit different, but not less special. Even
though they are now adults I still nurture the relationship
and desire to help them in any way that I can, both as a
Mother and a friend. For others who may not be mother’s
to children, you may have your special niece, nephew, or
child in your life; maybe even a pet. Regardless of our
state in life, I think we can all relate to those who we hold
deep in our hearts.I believe that Mary experienced that
same love for Jesus. As we just reflected on during the
passion at Calvary, Jesus gave his mother to us. Such an
amazing gift I sometimes can’t imagine. But, non the less,
Mary is our Heavenly Mother and it is a great reward to
nurture that relationship. Mary loves us, cares for us, and
most importantly intercedes for us with her son, Jesus. I
can only imagine the love through which she approaches
Jesus on each of our behalf. I have heard it described as
if, when we bring a rose to Mary, she turns it into a dozen
roses for her Son. What a wonderful image as Mary calls
us into relationship with her son, Jesus. This Mother’s Day
remember to appreciate the women in your life who care
for you, love you and especially those that pray for you. I
invite you to spend some time with our Heavenly Mother
Mary this week. May you grow closer to Jesus as you
grow to know His mother better. Happy Mother’s Day! T0
BE CONTINUED
Children’s Liturgy of the Word ~ Classes are held on
Sunday, during the 10:30 am Mass. In order to keep this
program running, parent volunteers are needed. For more
information please contact Karen @ the Parish office.
Lector and Eucharistic Minister Meeting will be held
on Tuesday, May 21st @ 6:30 pm. Please mark your calendars.
SAVE THE DATE NOW! Our 4th Annual Ministry Volunteer Appreciation will be held on Thursday, June 6th. We
will begin at 6 pm in the Church for prayer, followed by dinner in the Cafeteria at 6:30 pm. Please RSVP to the Parish office.

Weekly Calendar:
Mon: May 13th
8:30 am Holy Mass
Tuesday: May 14th
8:30 am Holy Mass
1 pm - Book Club
Wed: May 15th
8:30 am Communion Service
7 pm: Choir
Thurs: May 16th
8:30 am Holy Mass
Fri: May 17th
8:30 am Holy Mass
7 pm - Book Club
Sat: May 18th
4 pm: Reconciliation
5 pm: Vigil Mass
Sun: May 19th
8am:Holy Mass
9:10 am: Faith Formation
10:30am: Holy Mass
10:30 am: Children’s Liturgy
6 pm: Holy Mass
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill: Anita Eble, Agnes
and Harold Jacobson, Susan Alker,
Loraine Moran, Mildred Burns
And those who have died: Mary
Ellen McManus, Fr. Jay Matthews,
Kurt Lutjens, Travis Rankin, Mary
Souza, Frances Delegeane, Dana
Ray Williams
Mass Intentions
Saturday, May 11th, 5 pm Mass
Parishioners and Benefactors
WEEKLY OFFERING
May 5th Collection:$2,987
(Includes EFT)
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: Whom do you try to protect as Christ protects you?
For Children: Who helps you feel safe and protected? Who can you take care of and help feel safe?

WE ARE AN EASTER PEOPLE AND ALLELUIA IS OUR SONG:
OPERATION RICE BOWL: It’s not to late to return your rice bowls. Please bring them back to church as
soon as possible. We want to be able to send the funds as soon as possible to promote the good work of
Catholic Relief Services.
BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL: Visit the Diocese of Oakland Website to find out what ministries you can
support, by supporting the annual appeal. We are all called to serve in the vineyard of the Lord. Bishop
Michael Barber invites us to walk together to Rebuild His Church.
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: of Alameda County invites you to consider one of many volunteer opportunities available. Please visit there website at
Svdp-alameda.org or call (510) 638-7600, for more information.
COMPANIONS IN IGNATIAN SERVICE & SPIRITUALITY: 10 month
program from Sept - June is a unique program for mature men and women to deepen their relationship with God while serving those in need. Applications are being accepted for 2019 - 2020 year.
Email Marco@SaintAgnesSF.com or call (415) 487 - 8560 Ext 224

Catholic Charities of the East Bay helps people in Alameda and Contra
Costa Counties who are struggling with poverty and other complex issues.
To learn more about this work and how you can get involved, please join a Transforming Lives
Tour.
You'll learn about our work:
Preventing homelessness
Helping young people stay in school, despite pervasive community violence
Crisis counseling and family support for victims of crime
Immigration legal services and refugee resettlement
To register, please visit http://www.cceb.org/get-involved/transforming-lives-tour/
For more information, contact Stephan Pippen at spippen@cceb.org or 510.768.3133

Social media influencer Lizzie Reezay, a YouTube sensation, will be the speaker for
Catholics@Work on May 14, 7 p.m., at St. Isidore Catholic Church, 440 La Gonda Way,
Danville. Lizzie grew up with no television and no internet and is now a YouTube sensation. She has 200,000 subscribers and 35 million views. She grew up as a daughter of
Missionaries in the Church of Christ. In her search for Truth, she converted to Catholicism, a religion she despised growing up, yet today, a religion that she cannot refuse.
Lizzie is knowledgeable and passionate about her faith and rationale for converting to
Catholicism. There is no charge for this event but a free will offering will appreciated to
cover the expense of this program. Register at: catholicsatwork.org. Walk-ins are also
welcome.

