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First Holy Communion
Children are the treasures of our Church. On
June 2nd, four of our children will receive First
Holy Communion - the Body and Blood of
Christ, along with their families.
At the beginning of the 20th century, children
usually did not receive their First Communion
until they were 12 or 13 years old. It was presumed that they needed more extensive catechesis before beginning to receive this great
sacrament. Also, at that time, people usually
did not receive Communion very often – once a
year as a part of their Easter duty or, perhaps,
if they were really holy and pious, once a
month. Any more frequent reception was considered prideful, because after all, we are so
unworthy.
This practice was changed in a very radical and
sudden way. Pope St. Pius X put out two encyclical letters, one on frequent Communion
and the other on lowering the age for reception
of First Communion. They were such a total
change in attitude that many people in Rome
thought the Pope had literally lost his mind.
In the first case, he recommended frequent,
even daily, Communion. It is not that we are
ever worthy of this great sacramental gift, but
we need it desperately in order to be nourished,
to be enabled to live the Christian life with
greater energy and vigor.

It is still true that one cannot receive Communion when one is conscious of serious mortal
sin, but it is NOT true that a person always has
to go to Confession before they go to Communion, as some people seemed to think in the last
half of the twentieth century. They need to
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation,
however, when they are guilty of mortal sin before they can come forward to receive the
Eucharist. Frankly, you don’t give food to a
dead person. They need to be restored to life
first.
(To be continued)
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Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been
attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on the table in the back of the church next
to the hospitality table. You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for
Peace” every Sunday at 9:10 AM.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at
7:30 pm in the church. If you are interested in receiving more
information about the group, please email Richard Kearney at
rkearney89@gmail.com.

400 Alcatraz Ave
Music Classes
Oakland, CA 94609
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
how to read music. They are held on Wednesday nights from 6
www.staugustineoakland.com
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Ministry Coordinator
Karen Glen
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

pm to 7 pm in the church.

Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair?
Contact Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she
will gladly repair it free of charge.
Mom and Dad’s Group
Inviting all small children (3 and under) and their parents to join
in forming a Mom and Dad’s Group. This is in the beginning organizational stage, so day and time has not yet been determined.
For more information, please contact Kristine Smith at her email:
klopez1214@gmail.com
St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference:
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water.
Leave donations in the SVdP basket in the vestibule. Thank You.

St. Augustine Catholic Church

Fifth Sunday of Easter

FROM THE DESK OF THE MINISTRY COORDINATOR__________________

Journey with me through the Month of May (Part 3 of 4)
Blessed Virgin Mary, Star of the Sea, The Immaculate
Concepcion, Our Lady of Lourdes, Our Lady of Loreto, Our
Lady of Knock, Mary Help of Christians, Our Lady Undoer of
Knots, Madonna of the Streets, Queen of Heaven, are just a
few of the titles you may have heard in reference to Mary.
Some of these titles are from the Early Church, some are dogmatic, some are devotional or related to a devotional image,
and some are based on apparitions. One of the best known devotions is to “Our Lady of Fatima”, which we celebrated this
past week. It is based on the apparition of our Blessed Virgin
Mary, to three shepherd children in Fatima Portugal in 1917.
She appeared first to the children on May 13, 1917 and then
consecutively the 13th of the month thru October 13, 1917(with
the appearance in August being on the 19th, due to the authorities taking the children into custody, to prevent the continued
attraction to their claims). Some newspapers reported that
Mary had promised a miracle for her last apparition on October
13th. A reported 30,000 to 100,000 people gathered. Several
claims have been made as to what actually happened during
the event. The three children who originally claimed to have
seen Our Lady of Fátima reported seeing a panorama of visions during the event, including those of Jesus and Saint Joseph blessing the people. According to accounts, after a period
of rain, the dark clouds broke and the Sun appeared as an
opaque, spinning disc in the sky. It was said to be significantly
duller than normal, and to cast multicolored lights across the
landscape, the people, and the surrounding clouds. The Sun
was then reported to have careened towards the earth before
zig-zagging back to its normal position. Witnesses reported
that their previously wet clothes became "suddenly and completely dry, as well as the wet and muddy ground that had been
previously soaked because of the rain that had been falling”.
The reported visions at Fátima gathered widespread attention,
as numerous pilgrims began to visit the site. After a canonical
inquiry, the Bishop of Leiria-Fátima officially declared the visions of Fátima as "worthy of
belief" in October 1930, officially permitting the belief of Our Lady of Fátima.
SAVE THE DATE NOW! Our 4th Annual Ministry Volunteer
Appreciation will be held on Thursday, June 6th. We will begin
at 6 pm in the Church for prayer, followed by dinner in the Cafeteria at 6:30 pm. Please RSVP to the Parish office.
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Weekly Calendar:
Mon: May 20th
8:30 am Holy Mass
Tuesday: May 21st
8:30 am Holy Mass
1 pm - Book Club
Wed: May 22nd
8:30 am Communion Service
7 pm: Choir
Thurs: May 23rd
8:30 am Holy Mass
6:30 pm Lector/EM Meeting
Fri: May 24th
8:30 am Holy Mass
7 pm - Book Club
Sat: May 25th
4 pm: Reconciliation
5 pm: Vigil Mass
Sun: May 26th
8am:Holy Mass
9:10 am: Faith Formation
10:30am: Holy Mass
10:30 am: Children’s Liturgy
6 pm: Holy Mass
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill: Anita Eble, Agnes
and Harold Jacobson, Susan Alker,
Loraine Moran, Mildred Burns, Al
DaValle
And those who have died: Mary
Ellen McManus, Fr. Jay Matthews,
Kurt Lutjens, Travis Rankin, Mary
Souza, Frances Delegeane, Dana
Ray Williams
Mass Intentions
Saturday, May 19th, 8 am Mass
Parishioners and Benefactors
WEEKLY OFFERING
May 12th Collection:$3,810
(Includes EFT)
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: When have you seen the power of love overcome a bad situation?
For Children: Do You believe love is stronger than hate? Why?

WE ARE AN EASTER PEOPLE AND ALLELUIA IS OUR SONG:
BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL: Visit the Diocese of Oakland Website to find out what ministries you can support, by supporting the annual appeal. We are all called to serve in the vineyard of the Lord. Bishop Michael Barber
invites us to walk together to Rebuild His Church.
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: of Alameda County invites you to consider one of many volunteer opportunities
available. Please visit there website at
Svdp-alameda.org or call (510) 638-7600, for more information.
COMPANIONS IN IGNATIAN SERVICE & SPIRITUALITY: 10 month
program from Sept - June is a unique program for mature men and women to deepen their relationship with
God while serving those in need.
Applications are being accepted for 2019 - 2020 year. Email Marco
@SaintAgnesSF.com or call (415) 487 - 8560 Ext 224

An Evening with Mary
Thursday, May 30th @ 6:30 pm
Join us for an evening celebrating Mary our
Mother.
Crowning of Mary~Rosary Making
Prayer ~ Song ~Food

Catholic Charities of the East Bay helps people in Alameda and Contra
Costa Counties who are struggling with poverty and other complex issues.
To learn more about this work and how you can get involved, please join a Transforming Lives
Tour.
You'll learn about our work:
Preventing homelessness
Helping young people stay in school, despite pervasive community violence
Crisis counseling and family support for victims of crime
Immigration legal services and refugee resettlement
To register, please visit http://www.cceb.org/get-involved/transforming-lives-tour/
For more information, contact Stephan Pippen at spippen@cceb.org or 510.768.3133

