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You

We had a beautiful celebration of Easter. Many
people worked hard to make our celebration spiritual and meaningful. There was great community
participation in the liturgies, prayerful music, appropriate environment changes and ,above all, a wonderful spirit of love and service that animated it all!
Thank you all.

Month of May
The month of May is traditionally dedicated to
the Blessed Virgin Mary. A "May Crowning" is a traditional ritual that occurs in the month of May.
A number of traditions link the month of May to
Mary. Alfonso, in the 13th century, wrote in
his Cantigas de Santa Maria about the special honoring of Mary during specific dates in May. Eventually, the entire month was filled with special observances and devotions to Mary.
The origin of the conventional May devotion is
still relatively unknown. Herbert Thurston identifies
the seventeenth century as the earliest instance of
the adoption of the custom of consecrating the
month of May to the Blessed Virgin by special observances. It is certain that this form of Marian devotion began in Italy. Around 1739, witnesses
speak of a particular form of Marian devotion in
May, in Grezzano, near Verona. In 1747, the
Archbishop of Genoa recommended the May devotion as a devotion for the home. Specific prayers for
them were promulgated in Rome in 1838.
According to Frederick Holweck, the May devotion, in its present form, originated at Rome where
Father Latomia of the Roman College of
the Society of Jesus, to counteract infidelity and immorality among the students, made a vow at the
end of the eighteenth century to devote the month
of May to Mary. From Rome the practice spread to

the other Jesuit colleges and, thence, to nearly
every Catholic Church of the Latin rite. In Rome, by
1813, May devotions were held in as many as
twenty churches. From Italy, May devotions soon
spread to France. In Belgium, the May devotions, at
least as a private devotion, were already known by
1803. The tradition of honoring Mary in a monthlong May devotion spread, eventually, around the
Roman Catholic world in the 19th century together
with a month-long devotion to Jesus in June and
the Rosary, in October.
There is no one format or structure for the May
devotions. It could have some of the following practices: pilgrimages, visits to churches dedicated to
her, little sacrifices in her honor, periods of study
and well-finished work offered up to her, and a
more attentive recitation of the rosary.
The last day of devotion, on May 31, is often followed by a solemn procession carrying a statue or
portrait of the Virgin Mary. Some May devotions
may take place outside, in a forest or a dedicated
special place. At home, it could be in the form of
setting up a May Altar.
Father Augustine.
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• Weekend Mass schedule •
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been
attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on the table in the back of the church next
to the hospitality table. You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for
Peace” every Sunday at 9:10 AM.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at
7:30 pm in the church. If you are interested in receiving more
information about the group, please email Richard Kearney at
rkearney89@gmail.com.

400 Alcatraz Ave
Music Classes
Oakland, CA 94609
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
how to read music. They are held on Wednesday nights from 6
www.staugustineoakland.com
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Ministry Coordinator
Karen Glen
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

pm to 7 pm in the church.

Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair?
Contact Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she
will gladly repair it free of charge.
Mom and Dad’s Group
Inviting all small children (3 and under) and their parents to join
in forming a Mom and Dad’s Group. This is in the beginning organizational stage, so day and time has not yet been determined.
For more information, please contact Kristine Smith at her email:
klopez1214@gmail.com
St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference:
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water.
Leave donations in the SVdP basket in the vestibule. Thank You.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE MINISTRY COORDINATOR__________________

I have a very deep devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary,
one that started early in my childhood, back in the 60’s when
the world as a whole was looking to Mary in the difficulty of the
times. I believe I received this gift most likely from my mother
(also named Mary). As a family we prayed the Rosary together, often having neighborhood children join us, as well. I
would love the May Crowning ceremony that would take place
in the month of May and as a child often encouraged my classmates to join me at recess in the back of the church to sing
songs to Mary. As I grew and raised a family, the time spent
with the Blessed Mother became less. Fast forward to 1999,
when I once again found my devotion to Mary and the Holy Rosary growing in my daily life. The intercession of the Blessed
Mother has brought me so much peace and joy in my life. I
share this with you to offer you the invitation to consider delving
into the wonderful devotion to Mary. Building a relationship with
the Blessed Virgin, doesn’t mean that we replace her for God,
or in anyway worship her. Mary always leads us directly to her
son, Jesus. And Mary can bring us so much closer than we
may be able to do for ourselves.
Her promises all depend on our devotion to her Son. But
she will pray for us, and I believe her intercession is powerful. I
invite you to journey through May with me, as I continue to
share the special gifts and promises received through these devotions. In the early Church there is evidence of a major feast
of the Blessed Virgin Mary celebrated on the 15th of May each
year, but it wasn’t until the 18th century that May received a
particular association with the Virgin Mary Dedicating an entire
month to Mary wasn’t a new tradition, as there existed a prior
tradition of devoting 30 days to Mary called Tricesimum, which
was also known as “Lady Month.” In 1945, Pope Pius XII solidified May as a Marian month after establishing the feast of the
Queenship of Mary on May 31st. After the Second Vatican
Council, this feast was moved to August 22, while May 31st became the feast of the Visitation of Mary. The month of May is
one rich in tradition and a beautiful time of the year to honor our
heavenly mother. T0 BE CONTINUED…..
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Classes are held on Sunday, during the 10:30 am Mass. In order to keep this program
running, parent volunteers are needed. For more information
please contact Karen @ the Parish office.
Lector and Eucharistic Minister Meeting will be held on
Tuesday, May 21st @ 6:30 pm. Please mark your calendars.

May 5th, 2019
Weekly Calendar:
Mon: May 6th
8:30 am Holy Mass
Tuesday: May 7th
8:30 am Holy Mass
1 pm - Book Club
Wed: May 8th
8:30 am Communion Service
7 pm: Choir
Thurs: May 9th
8:30 am Holy Mass
Fri: May 10th
8:30 am Holy Mass
7 pm - Book Club
Sat: May 11th
4 pm: Reconciliation
5 pm: Vigil Mass
Sun: May 12th
8am:Holy Mass
9:10 am: Faith Formation
10:30am: Holy Mass
10:30 am: Children’s Liturgy
6 pm: Holy Mass
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill: Tony Custodio,
Agnes and Harold Jacobson, Susan
Alker, Loraine Moran, Mildred Burns
And those who have died: Fr.
Paul Minniham, Mary Ellen
McManus, Fr. Jay Matthews, Kurt
Lutjens, Travis Rankin, Mary Souza,
Frances Delegeane.
Mass Intentions
Sunday, May 5th, 8:00 am Mass
Kevin McFadden
Sunday, May 5th, 10:30 am Mass
Parishioners and Benefactors
WEEKLY OFFERING
April 28th Collection:$4,068
(Includes EFT)
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: In what ways are you answering Jesus’ command to Peter to “feed my sheep”?
For Children: What do you do to take care of others as Jesus asked Peter to do?

WE ARE AN EASTER PEOPLE AND ALLELUIA IS OUR SONG:
OPERATION RICE BOWL: It’s not to late to return your rice bowls. Please bring them back to church
as soon as possible. We want to be able to send the funds as soon as possible to promote the good
work of Catholic Relief Services.
BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL: Visit the Diocese of Oakland Website to find out what ministries you can
support, by supporting the annual appeal. We are all called to serve in the vineyard of the Lord. Bishop
Michael Barber invites us to walk together to Rebuild His Church.
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: of Alameda County invites you to consider one of many volunteer opportunities available. Please visit there website at
Svdp-alameda.org or call (510) 638-7600, for more information.
COMPANIONS IN IGNATIAN SERVICE & SPIRITUALITY: 10 month
program from Sept - June is a unique program for mature men and women to deepen their relationship with God while serving those in need. Applications are being accepted for 2019 - 2020 year.
Email Marco @SaintAgnesSF.com or call (415) 487 - 8560 Ext 224
Donations for Cathedral of Notre Dame The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception in Washington, DC, has set up a fund to help the Cathedral resurrect and rebuild. The
Shrine, whose Board of Members consists of the Administrative Committee of the USCCB, has the infrastructure to manage donated funds and established relationships to provide the necessary and appropriate due diligence on the distribution of funds. All proceeds received will be used solely for the assistance
of Notre Dame Cathedral and those affected by this tragedy.
Funds collected or received can be sent to: Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, Attn: Monsignor Walter Rossi, Rector, 400 Michigan Avenue, NE, Washington, D.C. 20017. Checks
should be made payable to "Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception"; indicate
"Cathedral of Notre Dame Fund" in the memo portion of the check. See also the website at
www.supportNotreDame.org.

Catholic Charities of the East Bay helps people in Alameda and Contra
Costa Counties who are struggling with poverty and other complex issues.
To learn more about this work and how you can get involved, please join a Transforming
Lives Tour.
You'll learn about our work:
Preventing homelessness
Helping young people stay in school, despite pervasive community violence
Crisis counseling and family support for victims of crime
Immigration legal services and refugee resettlement
To register, please visit http://www.cceb.org/get-involved/transforming-lives-tour/
For more information, contact Stephan Pippen at spippen@cceb.org or 510.768.3133

