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Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ
The Gospels contain many parables of a master
who sets out on a long journey and gives his servants charge of his estate until his return. In the
feast of the Ascension of the Lord parable becomes
reality. Jesus departs to His heavenly Father and
leaves His disciples in charge of the affairs of His
kingdom till His return in glory. Each of the Gospels
we have ends with a scene in which Jesus finally
takes leave of his disciples. These farewell scenes
focus not on describing the event in detail, but on
the last words that Jesus leaves with His disciples.
So, what is the message, the charge that Jesus
gives His disciples as He takes physical leave of
them? The message is phrased differently in the
Acts and in the Gospels:
"But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. (Acts 1:8)"
"Go therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age. (Matthew 28:19-20)"
"Go into all the world and proclaim the good
news to the whole creation. The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one
who does not believe will be condemned. And
these signs will accompany those who believe:
by using My name they will cast out demons;
they will speak in new tongues; they will pick
up snakes in their hands, and if they drink any
deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay

their hands on the sick, and they will recover.
(Mark 16:15-18)"
These are the last words of Jesus as recorded
differently in the Acts and in Matthew and Mark. All
of them are in agreement that (a) Jesus gave His
disciples a mission, a task to engage them till He
returns in glory, and (b) He assured them of divine
assistance in the carrying out of this mission.
These are the last words of Jesus as recorded
differently in the Acts and in Matthew and Mark. All
of them are in agreement that (a) Jesus gave His
disciples a mission, a task to engage them till He
returns in glory, and (b) He assured them of divine
assistance in the carrying out of this mission.
The mission is to bear witness to the Good News
of Jesus to the ends of the earth, to go into all nations of the world and proclaim the good news to
the whole creation. The universal reach of this mission is very clear. The message of Jesus is meant
to be good news in the ears of all humankind irrespective of nationality or culture. Given the fact that
till that date many nations had embraced other religions in preference to the gospel, maybe it is time
the way in which they have presented it? The air of
Continued on page 4
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been
attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on the table in the back of the church next
to the hospitality table. You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for
Peace” every Sunday at 9:10 AM.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at
7:30 pm in the church. If you are interested in receiving more
information about the group, please email Richard Kearney at
rkearney89@gmail.com.

400 Alcatraz Ave
Music Classes
Oakland, CA 94609
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
how to read music. They are held on Wednesday nights from 6
www.staugustineoakland.com
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com

pm to 7 pm in the church.

Group Guitar Classes
April will be teaching a guitar class every Saturday from June 15th
through August 17th. If you are interested, but do not have a guitar,
contact April.

Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair?
Contact Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she
will gladly repair it free of charge.
Mom and Dad’s Group

Ministry Coordinator
Inviting all small children (3 and under) and their parents to join
Karen Glen
in forming a Mom and Dad’s Group. This is in the beginning or(510) 653-8631 ext 102
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com ganizational stage, so day and time has not yet been determined.

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

For more information, please contact Kristine Smith at her email:
klopez1214@gmail.com

St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference:
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water.
Leave donations in the SVdP basket in the vestibule. Thank You.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE MINISTRY COORDINATOR__________________

As we begin June this year, we are still in the season of
Easter, which is represented by the liturgical color white the
color of light, a symbol of joy, purity and innocence (absolute or
restored). The first Sunday of June we celebrate the Feast of
the Ascension. At the end of His earthly life, Jesus ascends triumphantly into heaven. The Church acclaims Him in His holy
humanity, invited to sit on the Father's right hand and to share
His glory. But Christ's Ascension is the pledge of our own. Filled
with an immense hope, the Church looks up towards her
leader, who precedes her into the heavenly home and takes her
with Him in His own person: "for the Son of God, after incorporating in Himself those whom the devil's jealousy had banished
from the earthly paradise, ascends again to His Father and
takes them with Him" (St. Leo). The remainder of the month
falls within the liturgical season of Ordinary Time, which is represented by the liturgical color green. This symbol of hope is
the color of the sprouting seed and arouses in the faithful the
hope of reaping the eternal harvest of heaven, especially the
hope of a glorious resurrection. It is used in the offices and
Masses of Ordinary Time. The last portion of the liturgical year
represents the time of our pilgrimage to heaven during which
we hope for reward (Catholic Culture). The Ascension, usually
celebrated on a Thursday, is the beginning of the first known
Novena. The disciples prayed fervently for nine days after our
Lord ascended, in hopeful anticipation of the Holy Spirit, whom
the Lord promised to send for them. On Pentecost Sunday,
June 9th, we will celebrate the Birthday of the Church, when the
Spirit descended on the disciples in the upper room. In June
we have much to celebrate….Karen Glen
MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW! Sunday, June 9th, is Pentecost Sunday. We will be celebrating the Birthday of our
Church following the 10:30 am Mass. We invite you all to bring
an ethnic or favorite dish to share. Hope to see you all there.
SAVE THE DATE NOW! Our 4th Annual Ministry Volunteer
Appreciation will be held on Thursday, June 6th. We will begin
at 6 pm in the Church for prayer, followed by dinner in the Cafeteria at 6:30 pm. Please RSVP to the Parish office.
We Congratulate our First Communicants:

June 2nd, 2019
Weekly Calendar:
Mon: June 3
8:30 am Holy Mass
Tuesday: June 4
8:30 am Holy Mass
1 pm - Book Club
Wed: June 5
8:30 am Communion Service
7 pm: Choir
Thurs: June 6
8:30 am Holy Mass
6:00 pm Ministry Appreciation
Prayer Service & Dinner
Fri: June 7
8:30 am Holy Mass
7 pm - Book Club
Sat: June 8
4 pm: Reconciliation
5 pm: Vigil Mass
Sun: June 9
8am:Holy Mass
9:10 am: Faith Formation
10:30am: Holy Mass
Pentecost Celebration
6 pm: Holy Mass
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill: Anita Eble, Agnes
and Harold Jacobson, Susan Alker,
Loraine Moran, Mildred Burns, Al
DaValle
And those who have died: Mary
Ellen McManus, Fr. Jay Matthews,
Kurt Lutjens, Travis Rankin, Mary
Souza, Frances Delegeane, Dana
Ray Williams

Leila Sommaripa

Mass Intentions

Augustus Matthew Bures

Sunday, June 2nd, 6 pm Mass
Parishioners and Benefactors

Aurelien Joseph Deschamps Doutriaux
Arielle Vida Henriquez

WEEKLY OFFERING
May 26th, Collection:$3,344
(Includes EFT)
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: Who in your family has the gift of wisdom? How does he or she use this gift?
For Children: Who is the wisest person you know? What has he or she taught you?

JOY OF THE GOSPEL
WE ARE AN EASTER PEOPLE AND ALLELUIA IS OUR SONG:
BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL: Visit the Diocese of Oakland Website to find out what ministries you can support, by supporting the annual appeal. We are all called to serve in the vineyard of the Lord. Bishop Michael Barber
invites us to walk together to Rebuild His Church.
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: of Alameda County invites you to consider one of many volunteer opportunities
available. Please visit there website at Svdp-alameda.org or call (510) 638-7600, for more information.
COMPANIONS IN IGNATIAN SERVICE & SPIRITUALITY: 10 month program from Sept - June is a
unique program for mature men and women to deepen their relationship with God while serving those in need. Applications are being accepted for 2019 - 2020 year. Email Marco @SaintAgnesSF.com or call (415) 487 - 8560 Ext 224

Here at St. Augustine’s we appreciate all of
our volunteers. We couldn’t do it without you!
Please join us for the Annual Ministry Appreciation Dinner. The staff of St. Augustine Parish invite you to come for an evening of
prayer, fun, food and fellowship. We look forward to seeing you then.
Date: Thursday, June 6th
6 pm Prayer Service 6:30 pm Dinner
Prayer service begins in the church followed
by dinner in the Parish cafeteria!
Continued from page 1

superiority and triumphalism assumed by many Christian missionaries is a disservice to the gospel
and not part of the Good News. Have we perhaps spoilt the Good Story in the telling?
At the beginning of the twentieth century, some mission-minded Christians started a periodical and
called it "The Christian Century." That title was an expression of their triumphalistic belief that by the end
of the century the whole world would have been Christianized. Today, we have hopefully grown wiser
and humbler, as we realize that in the 20th century, not only did we fail to Christianize the whole world,
but, rather that we added two world wars to our record of "accomplishments."
The spreading of the Good News to all nations is not a goal that can be attained by dint of human
might and craft. That is why Jesus promises to empower His messengers from on high by His abiding
presence and the Holy Spirit. The challenge of sharing the Good News with all humankind should, therefore, begin on our knees as we confess that we have often taken matters into our own selfish human
hands, and promise to give the Holy Spirit a chance.
Father Augustine

