Saint Augustine Catholic Church
Oakland, California

• Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time•

August 11th, 2019

Parish News
RCIA: We are beginning the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults soon. If you have friends or family
members who would like to learn more about the
Christian Faith kindly invite them to join RCIA.
Roof replacement: The roofs of Elizbeth House
and the Rectory have failed and need replacement.
In the coming weeks we will be starting work to replace them. Your valuable contributions to this
works will be much appreciated. The total cost is
about $58,000. Kindly pray that the work goes
smoothly and we are able to complete them before
the rainy season.
Feast of Saint Augustine: We are celebrating
the feast of our parish patron, Saint Augustine, on
August 25th. According to the Liturgical calendar
the feast falls on August 28th. In order to celebrate
it with everyone we are celebrating it to Sunday,
25th.
St Augustine was an influential Christian theologian from Numidia (modern-day Algeria) who was
born on November 13, 354. In his youth he was
drawn to Manichaeism and later
to Neoplatonism. In 383, Augustine left Africa for
Rome, in the hopes of improving his professional
fortune. He went to Milan as a professor of rhetoric
and converted to Christianity in 386. He wrote extensively on Christian faith. In particular, he emphasized the doctrine of original sin, the importance of
grace, and the Holy Trinity.
His major works are The City of God and Confessions. He has written extensively on theology, as
well. Here I wish to focus on Confessions.

Confessions is not merely an autobiography.
Augustine melds consciousness with experience:
he is an observer, as well as a character, in his own
story. He reveals his private self, telling us how he
thinks, as he relates his experiences.
Augustine wrote the Confessions in 400 AD, less
than a decade after his ordination to the priesthood,
a mere four years after becoming bishop of Hippo.
It is written in his middle age – when he was about
forty-six - a man looking back and looking forward.
Augustine’s time was one of great religious controversies. There were conflicts between Christians
and Pagans (non-Christians), division within the
Church, heresies and conflicts that threatened the
fragile unity of the Church.
Continued on page 4
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• Weekend Mass schedule •
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been
attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on the table in the back of the church next
to the hospitality table. You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for
Peace” every Sunday at 9:10 AM.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at
7:30 pm in the church. If you are interested in receiving more
information about the group, please email Richard Kearney at
rkearney89@gmail.com.

400 Alcatraz Ave
Music Classes
Oakland, CA 94609
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
how to read music. They are held on Wednesday nights from 6
www.staugustineoakland.com
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com

pm to 7 pm in the church.

Group Guitar Classes
April will be teaching a guitar class every Saturday from June 15th
through August 17th. If you are interested, but do not have a guitar,
contact April.

Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair?
Contact Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she
will gladly repair it free of charge.
St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference:

Ministry Coordinator
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water.
Karen Glen
Leave donations in the SVdP basket in the vestibule. Thank You.
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance
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Weekly Calendar:

FAITH FORMATION BEGINS: As the summer wraps up and
families begin to set their plans to going back to school and get in
the normal routine, as a Parish community we begin to make plans
for the ongoing Faith Formation of our families. Catechetical Sunday is September 15th. This is the date set aside by the USCCB
to acknowledge that parents are the first teachers of their children
and that together with Catechists/Formally trained teachers we
work together to live our Faith in the world. Registration forms are
available on our website or in the vestibule of the church. An
Open House for all families will begin at 9 am in the Parish Cafeteria. There will be a blessing of Catechists and Families at the
10:30 am Mass on Sunday, September 15th.

Mon: Aug 5th
8:30 am Holy Mass
7:30 pm Young Adults

VOLUNTEERS ARE WELCOME: Do you have a love for God
and children, that you would like to share with our families. Volunteers are welcome to join our Faith Formation team. If you are interested, please contact Karen @ 510-653-8631.

Thurs: Aug 8th
8:30 am Holy Mass
5 pm Liturgy Meeting

Tuesday: Aug 6th
8:30 am Holy Mass
Wed: Aug 7th
8:30 am Communion Service
7 pm: Choir

Fri: Aug 9th
8:30 am Holy Mass
Sat: Aug 10th
4 pm: Reconciliation
5 pm: Vigil Mass

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INTIATION OF ADULTS
Are you interested in learning more about becoming a Catholic, or
receiving your sacraments. The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Inquiry has begun. Our group meets at 12 noon, following the 10:30
am Mass on Sunday’s. Please contact Karen Glen, Ministry Coordinator or Jay Mitchell, RCIA Team Leader at the Parish office for
more information.
Magnificat SOTI Prayer Breakfast September 7 Magnificat
SOTI, a Ministry for Catholic women, invite all to join their Prayer
Breakfast on Saturday, Sept. 7, 9:30 -12:30 at Crowne Plaza 45
John Glenn Dr, Concord. Please join us for a morning of praise,
prayer, and inspiration from our speaker author Jess Echeverry. Her
testimony as a Catholic convert and a survivor of violence who learns
to forgive and love is compelling and uplifting! Men are always welcome! Tickets are $33/$40 after Aug 31st. For more information:
https://magnificat-ministry.net/ca-walnut-creek Email Magnificatsotirsvp@gmail.com for reservations or call
Kim Sullivan at 925683-8220
SAVE THE DATE NOW! St. Augustine Feast Day celebration
will take place on Sunday, August 25th. We will celebrate with an all
community Mass at 10:30 am. There will not be an 8 am or 6 pm
Mass on that day.
All are invited to join in our Feastival in the Parish yard following
the Mass. There are many opportunities to help make this event
great! If you have any questions please call the Parish office @
(510) 653-8631

Sun: Aug 11th
8am:Holy Mass
10:30am: Holy Mass
6 pm: Holy Mass
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill: Anita Eble, Agnes
and Harold Jacobson, Loraine
Moran, Curtis Hanson, John Meadows.
And those who have died: Travis
Rankin, Frances Delegeane,
MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday ,August 10th, 5 PM Mass
Parishioners &Benefactors
WEEKLY OFFERING
August 4th Collection:$3,663
(Includes EFT)
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: Other than Jesus, which of the ancestors of Christian faith has served as the greatest example to you? Why;
For Children: Which person of the Bible has been a good example to you of how to live?

Job Opening for Ministry Coordinator
Saint Augustine Parish, Oakland, seeks a Ministry Coordinator. It is a part time position with benefits.
Candidate must have strong spiritual leadership skills; excellent interpersonal management, communication, public speaking and presentation and writing skills as well as ability to multi-task. Candidate must be
able to organize and implement events and have flexibility in work hours. It requires weekend work. A
more detailed job description can be obtained from the parish.
The position is classified M1 - M2, depending on the qualification of the individual and is open until
filled. Kindly contact, Linda, at the parish office for application forms.
You can also down load the application form from the Oakland diocese website: https://
www.oakdiocese.org/offices/human-resources/employment/personnel-policies-for-chanceries-andparishes/copy2_of_Dioceseapplication2.pdf
Please send your cover letter, application and resume to Pastor, Saint Augustine Parish, 400 Alcatraz
Avenue, Oakland 94609 or email to pastorachurch@comcast.net.
Fr. Augustine Joseph

Retreat: Spirituality and Conscious Aging. This retreat will explore the benefits and joys as well as the challenges and concerns around retirement and aging. How do we live this stage of our life well and see aging as a
blessing? The combination of retirement and growing older provides an opportunity to live life differently. Discover how we can share our Spirit-given gifts, talents, and experience in new ways that bring joy to ourselves and
others and give continued meaning and purpose to our lives. San Damiano Retreat Center, Friday evening September 6 and Saturday, September 7 until 5 pm. Presented by Jim Briggs, retired Executive Director of the School
of Applied Theology. For information go to www.sandamiano.org (Click on Retreats Calendar) or phone # 925837-9141.
Continued from page 1

One sect in particular, Donatists, were intent on creating a “pure” Church one that admitted only those
Christians who had not forsaken their faith under persecution, or the holy ones. Through his doctrine of
Ex opere operato Augustine refuted the Donatists. Ex opere operato is a Latin phrase meaning "from the
work worked" referring to sacraments deriving their power from Christ's work (ex opere operato Christi),
rather than the role of humans. The phrase is commonly misunderstood to mean that sacraments work
automatically, and independently, of the faith of the recipient. However, in order to receive sacraments
fruitfully, it is believed necessary for the recipient to have faith. In modern usage, the phrase often refers
to the idea that sacraments are efficacious, in and of themselves, rather than depending on the attitude
or holiness either of the minister or the recipient.
Father Augustine

