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Fatih and Trust

Faith is a strong belief in someone, or some-
thing, without logical proof. I've developed
a faith in God—a belief that He is able. Faith
requires no evidence for belief
nor practice. The very nature of faith surmises
that tangible evidence doesn’t exist. “ Now faith
is confidence in what we hope for and assur-
ance about what we do not see.” (Heb.11:1)

Trust is based largely on evidence that is
real, according to the senses and to human
reason. Trust is the core conviction of judg-
ment based on knowledge, instinct, and experi-
ence. But trust is a firm reliance on the charac-
ter or integrity of another. Husband and wife
trust each other.

Imagine walking down a city street. At one
point, you step onto a well-marked cross-
walk; In doing so, you unwittingly
place enormous trust in other people. You trust
the drivers of cars and trucks, presumably com-
plete strangers to you, to behave safely. They
are expected to obey the traffic laws. You trust
these drivers will be skilled and sober enough
to observe you walking in the middle of the
street and will come to a stop, thus allowing
you to pass safely.

Placing this trust may be ill-advised. Ger-
manwings, Flight 4U 9525, took off from Barce-
lona Airport in Spain heading for Duesseldorf,
Germany, with 144 people on board, at 09:00

GMT on 24 March 2015. The copilot deliber-
ately crushed the plane into a mountain. All
people, 144 passengers and six crew, died.

However, trust is a fundamental provision of
daily life and living. We have no choice than to
trust other people.

The first person to cross the Niagara Falls on
tight rope was Blondin In 1859. The spectators
had faith in Blondin and believed in his abilities.
But only Colcord, (his manager), trusted him
enough to climb on his back and allow him to
carry him across. Is your trust in the Lord like
that? Do you truly trust Him to provide and care
for you and supply all your needs (Matthew
6:25; 1 Peter 5:7; Philippians 4:19)?

Faith is the surrender of the mind, it’s the
surrender of reason.

Continued on page 4
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Parish News

Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been
attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a reg-

| istration form located on the table in the back of the church next

to the hospitality table. You may drop it off in the collection bas-
ket at your convenience.

Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for
Peace” every Sunday at 9:10 AM.

Young Adults Group

The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at
7:30 pm in the church. If you are interested in receiving more
information about the group, please email Richard Kearney at
rkearney89@amail.com.

Music Classes

Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on
how to read music. They are held on Wednesday nights from 6
'om to 7 pm in the church.

Group Guitar Classes

April will be teaching a guitar class every Saturday from June 15th
through November 23rd. If you are interested, but do not have a gui-
tar, contact April.
t Rosary Repairs

Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair?
Contact Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she
will gladly repair it free of charge.

St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference:
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water.
Leave donations in the SVdP basket in the vestibule. Thank You.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE MINISTRY COORDINATOR

Dear Community of St. Augustine,

It is with joy and sadness that | share with you my decision to
leave St. Augustine’s. Joy, for the amazing opportunity | was given
to work with and serve this community. Sadness, as it is time to
move on to the next part of my journey and say goodbye to all of you
wonderful people, | have come to love so dearly. God has provided
an opportunity for me to work and serve in my home parish of St.
Catherine of Siena in Martinez, another community dear to my heart.
This change will also allow more time to spend with my husband and
family. In prayerful discernment, | have determined this change and
will stay through the end of October, to be present while Fr.
Augustine and Linda are away on their trip to India, and to help tran-
sition the person who will fill my position. | am grateful to God for call-
ing me to this community. Over the course of 4 years, St. Augustine
has provided me with such a gift in my life and personal growth.
Working alongside Father Augustine, fellow staff, leadership teams,
and parishioners has been wonderful. Each and every one of you
has become a friend that | cherish. Please know that this is not
goodbye, but until | see you again. | ask that you keep me in your
prayers, as | will you.

In Christ’s love, Karen

VOLUNTEERS ARE WELCOME: Do you have a love for God
and children, that you would like to share with our families. Volun-
teers are welcome to join our Faith Formation team. If you are in-
terested, please contact Karen @ 510-653-8631.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INTIATION OF ADULTS
Are you interested in learning more about becoming a Catholic, or
receiving your sacraments. The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Inquiry has begun. Our group meets at 12 noon, following the
10:30 am Mass on Sunday’s. Please contact Karen Glen, Ministry
Coordinator or Jay Mitchell, RCIA Team Leader at the Parish office
for more information.

Magnificat SOTI Prayer Breakfast September 7 Magnificat
SOTI, a Ministry for Catholic women, invite all to join their Prayer
Breakfast on Satur day, Sept. 7, 9:30 -12:30 at Crowne Plaza 45
John Glenn Dr, Concord. Please join us for a morning of praise,
prayer, and inspiration from our speaker author Jess Echeverry. Her
testimony as a Catholic convert and a survivor of violence who learns
to forgive and love is compelling and uplifting! Men are always wel-
come! Tickets are $33/$40 after Aug 31st. For more information:
https://magnificat-ministry.net/ca-walnut-creek Email Magnificat-
sotirsvp@gmail.com for reservations or call Kim Sullivan at 925-
683-8220

Weekly Calendar:

Mon: Aug 5th
8:30 am Holy Mass
7:30 pm Young Adults

Tuesday: Aug 6th
8:30 am Holy Mass

Wed: Aug 7th
8:30 am Communion Service
7 pm: Choir

Thurs: Aug 8th
8:30 am Holy Mass
5 pm Liturgy Meeting

Fri: Aug 9th
8:30 am Holy Mass

Sat: Aug 10th
4 pm: Reconciliation
5 pm: Vigil Mass

Sun: Aug 11th
8am:Holy Mass
10:30am: Holy Mass
6 pm: Holy Mass

IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill: Anita Eble, Agnes
and Harold Jacobson, Loraine
Moran, Curtis Hanson, John Mead-
ows, Helena Kozler

And those who have died: Travis
Rankin, Frances Delegeane,

MASS INTENTIONS

Sunday August 18th 8 am Mass
Parishioners &Benefactors

WEEKLY OFFERING
August 11th Collection:$2,997
(Includes EFT)
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK

For Adults: When has your taking a strong stand on a moral issue created division rather than healing
in the short term?

For Children: Is it important to do the right thing even if others are angry as a result? Why or why not?

Job Opening for Ministry Coordinator

Saint Augustine Parish, Oakland, seeks a Ministry Coordinator. It is a part time position with benefits.
Candidate must have strong spiritual leadership skills; excellent interpersonal management, communica-
tion, public speaking and presentation and writing skills as well as ability to multi-task. Candidate must be
able to organize and implement events and have flexibility in work hours. It requires weekend work. A
more detailed job description can be obtained from the parish.

The position is classified M1 - M2, depending on the qualification of the individual and is open until
filled. Kindly contact, Linda, at the parish office for application forms.

You can also down load the application form from the Oakland diocese website: https://
www.oakdiocese.org/offices/human-resources/employment/personnel-policies-for-chanceries-and-
parishes/copy2_of Dioceseapplication2.pdf

Please send your cover letter, application and resume to Pastor, Saint Augustine Parish, 400 Alcatraz
Avenue, Oakland 94609 or email to pastorachurch@comcast.net.

Fr. Augustine Joseph

Retreat: Spirituality and Conscious Aging. This retreat will explore the benefits and joys as well as the chal-
lenges and concerns around retirement and aging. How do we live this stage of our life well and see aging as a
blessing? The combination of retirement and growing older provides an opportunity to live life differently. Dis-
cover how we can share our Spirit-given gifts, talents, and experience in new ways that bring joy to ourselves and
others and give continued meaning and purpose to our lives. San Damiano Retreat Center, Friday evening Sep-
tember 6 and Saturday, September 7 until 5 pm. Presented by Jim Briggs, retired Executive Director of the School
of Applied Theology. For information go to www.sandamiano.orq (Click on Retreats Calendar) or phone # 925-
837-9141.

Continued from page 1

Catechism of the Catholic Church says, “Faith is a personal adherence of the whole man to God, who
reveals himself. It involves an assent of the intellect and will to the self-revelation God has made through
his deeds and words.” (CCC 176)

Catholic faith: assenting to what God has revealed, and in living it out accordingly. It has an implica-
tion on how we live; think of the martyrs who willingly died for their faith — it is faith in action.

Just as we have people in life that we trust, (or, at least, | hope, all of us have some trustworthy rela-
tionships in life), we are in a real way to place our complete trust in Jesus, as He has already shown us
the depth of His love (through His life, death, and resurrection), and He has promised us everything that
is for our true, eternal good. It is the true meaning of salvation in Jesus Christ!

Father Augustine
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