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The Three Parables of Mercy
At midday the Holy Father appeared at the window of his study to pray the Angelus with the thousands of faithful gathered in St. Peter’s Square. The
theme of his reflection was chapter 15 of the Gospel of Luke, considered the “chapter of mercy”,
that brings together the three parables with which
Jesus responds to the murmurings of the scribes
and the Pharisees, who criticized him for associating with and dining with sinners. In the first parable, God is presented as a shepherd who leaves
his ninety-nine sheep in search of the one who is
missing. In the second, He is compared to a
woman who has lost a coin and searches for it until
she finds it. In the third parable, God is imagined
as a father who welcomes home the son who had
left.
A common element of all three parables is that
expressed by the verbs that mean to rejoice together, to celebrate. The shepherd calls to his
friends and neighbors and says, “Rejoice with me,
for I have found my sheep that was lost”; the
woman calls her friends and neighbors and says,
“Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I
had lost”; the father says to his other son, “It is fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother
was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found”.
“In the first two parables the emphasis is on a joy
so irrepressible that it is must be shared with
friends and neighbors. In the third, it is placed on
the celebration that begins in the heart of the father and extends to all his household”.
The Holy Father, went on to explain that with
these three parables, Jesus presents to us the true
face of God, a Father with open arms, who treats
sinners with tenderness and compassion. “The par-

able that moves us the most, as it expresses God’s
infinite love, is that of the Father who .. embraces
his embraces his son who has returned. And what
impresses is most is not the sad story of a young
man who falls by the wayside, but rather his decisive words: ‘I will arise and go to my father’”.
“The path that takes him back home is the way
of hope and new life. God always waits for us to
resume our journey; He awaits us patiently, He
sees when we are still far from Him, He runs out to
meet us, He embraces us, He kisses us, He forgives
us. This is how God is. This is how our Father is.
And his forgiveness cancels out the past and regenerates us in love. To forget the past- this is God’s
‘weakness’. When He embraces us, He forgives us
and loses His memory … He forgets the
past. When we sinners repent and allow ourselves
to be reunited with God, reproach and sternness do
not await us; as God saves: he welcomes us back
home with joy and celebration”.
Continued on page 4
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been
attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on the table in the back of the church next
to the hospitality table. You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for
Peace” every Sunday at 9:10 AM.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at
7:30 pm in the church. If you are interested in receiving more
information about the group, please email Richard Kearney at
rkearney89@gmail.com.

400 Alcatraz Ave
Music Classes
Oakland, CA 94609
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
how to read music. They are held on Wednesday nights from 6
www.staugustineoakland.com
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com

pm to 7 pm in the church.

Group Guitar Classes
April will be teaching a guitar class every Saturday from June 15th
through November 23rd. If you are interested, but do not have a guitar, contact April.

Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair?
Contact Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she
will gladly repair it free of charge.
St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference:

Ministry Coordinator
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water.
Karen Glen
Leave donations in the SVdP basket in the vestibule. Thank You.
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance
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FAITH FORMATION BEGINS:
Faith Formation will begin next week in the Parish
Center Hall. It is not to late to join. Classes will begin at
9:10 am. We begin with prayer together as a Family
community. If you have not registered your child for
this program, there are forms in the vestibule of the
church. The class period is one hour. It is important to
arrive on time. For more information please call the
Parish office. All are welcome.
Class/Grade Level Descriptions:
Kinder and 1st grade: Led by Miss Rebecca, an emphasis on Learning about the Love of God, Faith and Prayer.
2nd Grade and Sacramental Prep: Learning about the
Sacraments and preparing to receive them. Miss Maria
& Miss Karen.
3rd to 6th Grade: Miss Natasha will lead this group to
learn more about their Faith, Saints and how to live as
Christians in our everyday life.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PARENT VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO FACILITATE
THE CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD PROGRAM,
THAT TAKES PLACE DURING THE 10:30 AM MASS. IF
YOU ARE INTERESTED IN LEARNING HOW YOU CAN BE
INVOLVED, PLEASE CONTACT KAREN @ 510-653-8631.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INTIATION OF ADULTS
Are you interested in learning more about the Catholic
Christian faith tradition and practices, becoming a
Catholic, or receiving your sacraments? The Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults Inquiry has begun. Our
group meets at 12 noon, following the 10:30 am Mass
on Sunday’s, in the parish Rectory. Please contact Jay
Mitchell, RCIA Team Leader at the Parish office
(510.653.8631) for more information.
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Weekly Calendar:
Monday: Sept 16th
8:30 am Communion Service
7:30 pm Young Adults
Tuesday: Sept 17th
8:30 am Communion Service
Wednesday: Sept 18th
8:30 am Communion Service
6:30 pm: RCIA Inquiry
7 pm: Choir
Thursday: Sept 19th
8:30 am Communion Service
Friday Sept 20th
8:30 am Communion Service
Saturday Sept 21st
4 pm: Reconciliation
5 pm: Vigil Mass
Sunday: Sept 22nd
8am: Holy Mass
9am: Family Faith Formation
10:30am: Holy Mass
12:00 pm: RCIA Inquiry
6 pm: Holy Mass
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill: Anita Eble, Agnes
and Harold Jacobson, Loraine Moran,
John Meadows, Helena Kozler, Sabina Caybut
And those who have died: Travis
Rankin, Frances Delegeane, Tino
Rabez, Efrain Ingoanzo, Julio Cesar
Davila-Fuentes
MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, Sept 14th, 5:00 pm Mass
Gloria Bautista (+)
Sunday, Sept 15th, 6 pm Mass
Parishioners & Benefactors
WEEKLY OFFERING
Sept. 8th Collection:$3,542.50
(Includes EFT)
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: When have you persistently sought after a member of your family who has lost
her way?

his or

For Children: Have you ever felt you were not getting credit for your good works? What did you do?

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY: want to show the love you feel for SVdP? Come volunteer with us! Play the piano for clients in our Community Center, chop vegetables
with Elvis in our kitchen, or help run a craft demo in our Fremont or Livermore stores.
There’s so much happening here, and most of it goes better with more hands involved. We’d love to train you in a new, rewarding volunteer opportunity. Contact
John Sterns, (925) 323-5848for more details. Your free time can make such a difference in the life of someone in need. Please visit there website at Svdp-alameda.org
or call (510) 638-7600, for more information.
HOLY CHAOS! A Mini-Retreat for Parents of Kids of All Ages: on Sept. 29 Come be
affirmed, encouraged and inspired in the most important job we have – as parents!
Featuring Mark Hart, the “Catholic Bible Geek,” nationally acclaimed speaker and
author, and other fabulous local speakers. The retreat will be on Sunday, September
29 from 1:30-6pm at St. Joan of Arc Parish, 2601 San Ramon Valley Blvd., San
Ramon. Cost is $25 for one parent, $40 for both. Child care will be available for $10,
advance registration required. For more info and to register, go to:
https://www.oakdiocese.org/ministries-formation/youth-ministry/holy-chaos
St. Mary’s Cathedral, San Francisco, Sunday Afternoon Concerts. All concerts begin at 4 PM at the
Cathedral, 1111 Gough Street (at Geary) in San Francisco, and are open to the public. A “free will”
offering will be requested at the door. There is ample free parking at the Cathedral.
Sept. 15: Widor Festival: Ugo Sforza (Italy), Organ, Symphony No. 6
Sept. 22: Domenico Severin (France), Organ
Sept. 29: Widor Festival: Jonathan Dimmock, Organ, Symphony No. 5
Three Parables of Mercy, Continued from page 1

Francis added, “I ask you: have you ever thought that every time we go to the confessional, there is
joy and celebration in heaven? Have you ever thought about that? It is beautiful … and fills us with great
hope, because there is no sin to which we have stooped from which, by the grace of God, we cannot
rise up again. There is no person who is beyond recovery, no-one is beyond recovery. Because God
never ceases to want what is good for us, even when we sin!”
The Holy See Press Office

